GREY POWER MOTUEKA

(The Active Organisation for those over 50)
PO Box 350, Motueka 7143,

Phone, 03 528 9076

E-mail, greypowermot@yahoo.co.nz
Date, 3 March 2011

His Worship The Mayor
Richard Kempthorne
Tasman District Councii
89 Queen Street

Private Bag 4

Richmond 7050
Dear Richard,

Thank you very much for your letter of 9th December replying to ours of
10 September and 30 November regarding the UAG and other fixed
district-wide rates. We are currently drafting a proposal in regards to the
UAG and other fixed district-wide rates. We will provide your office
with a copy.

While our previous letters were focused on the district-wide rates, we
also very much feel the need to comment on the trends in local or
“targeted” rates.

We’ve used the rate demands (copies attached) of our Secretary for the
years 1997/98 and 2010/11 as’an example — these have been circulated to
our committee mernbers who have noticed similar trends with tnelr rate

demands.

The total amount demanded by TDC has trebied over these 14 years. Of
that, the amount demanded by the General Rate has increased by less that
half, more or less in line with inflation. Demands for Fixed Rating
(including both Uniform and Targeted Rates) have increased about 6
times over this period with Targeted Rates accounting for about half of

the tncrease.

Presumably you are aware that the national superannuation rates are
based on General Rates only. Therefore any rise in these other rates
becomes an extra burden on pensioners, many of whom are Grey Power
members. Forward budgets in TDC draft annual plans show the trend of
the General Rate becoming a smaller and smaller component of overall
rates with each passing year — the draft plan shows targeted rates R
exceeding General rates by 25% by 2018.



We wonder how much of this 3-fold increase, very much above the
inflation rate, is due to the adventures like the proposed and actual

“ expenditure on TDC's Richmond offices. Since 2006, based on figures in
the Nelson Mail (see attached), over $6.8 million of ratepayers' money
has been spent, or is proposed to be spent, on these building, We can be
asked to “tighten the belt” as our rates inexorably increase, yet the TDC
can rarely be seen to deny itself anything — feeding an ever-increasing
staff that are on wages and conditions that most Motueka Ward
ratepayers, many of whom are our members, can only dream about.

What galls even more is that so few of TDC's Richmond office staff
appear to be ratepayers in the Motueka Ward, and as a consequence, lack
local knowledge. An example is TDC's preference for spending lots of
ratepayers' money resealing perfectly serviceable Motueka carparks,
when any local pedestrian is aware of the much more urgent work
required on footpaths and curb crossings. '

Thank you very much for being available to attend the public meeting in -':
Motueka on the 16th of this month. We look forward to seeing you
there. '

Yours Sincerely
NG L
Secretary
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EE IdSITIAlN 189 Queen Street TAX INVOICE G.S.T. REG. No. 51-076-806

Di -4 : -4 ; Rates as shown hereon are due and
Richmond 7031
" ey ey peE StrICt COU”C’I New Zealand payable by you as Owner, Qceupier or
] Fax (03) 5447249 . I
R-ATES ASSESSMENT NOTICE Tel (03) 544-8176 First Mortgagee, to the Tasman District ———_

1

Council on the 1/08/97 and must ———
VALUATION be paid before the 31/08/97 ——
ROLL No.  19560-29001 INSTALMENT 1 of 4 paic on oc belore the
Payment is to be made at the Council
Office, at Richmond. Dated at Richmond

this 21 July 1997

BUTLER JOHN EDWARD
BUTLER BERYL KATE G
3 MCGLASHEN AVENUE
MOTUEKA 7161

1/07/97 to 30/06/98
INST DUE DATE:  1/08/97

THIS TAX INVOICE INCLUDES

o $ 21.53 G.s.T.
CAPITAL VALUE AREA DESCRIPTION |
$110,000 822 sg m 3 MCGLASHEN ST
LLAND VALUE 31/1905 LOT 29 DP4650 ' -
$£44,000 ‘ : ;

0.3571c/8CV

GENERAL RATE-MOTUEKA D8

34 |MOTUEKA SEWERAGE OP/MAH] $169.00/pan 169.00
70 [MOTUEKA WATER WORKS/SER! $36.50/ppty 36.50
81 |STORMWATER-MOTUEKA & 0.0789¢/$CV . 86.75
120 [MAPUA CHEMICAL CONTN 0.0016c/$CV 1.75
170 [RIVERCARE -CLASS X 0.2010c/$LY 88.40

A discount of $31.00 frqm' the total current years rates will
be allowed if the balance is paid by 31/08/97

775.20 ) ' 0.00 0.00
PENALT DATE: A 105, ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF 18,38  WILL BE ADDED IF NOT PAID ON OR BEEORE 31/08/97
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i‘-.,.'tasman | INVOICE

" district council Tax lavoice/Credit Note GST) Reg No 51.076-806
189 Queen Street, Private Bag 4, Richmond 7050 / (651 Reg
Ph03 543 8400, Fax 03 543 9524 Instalment Number 10f4
emafl info@tasman.govt.nz Instalment Date T August 2010 ==
N ——
Rating Year 1July 2010 to 30 June 2011 ==
VALUATION ROLL NUMBER 1956029001 =
ital V. =]
Butler John Edward Capital Value $240000 =
Butler Beryl Kate G Land Value $150,000 —
3 McGlashen Street . Area 822sgm =
Motueka 7120 : Location ' 3 McGlashen Street, Motueka —
—
Legal Description LOT29DP 4650 =
. fe—t
—
_—

Paying by iInternet Banking?

Pay inte Bank Account No: 12-3193-0002048-03
Use this reference: 19560-29001

TSTATEMENT OF ACCOD T =i

Payments received after 27 July Balance owing at 1 July 2010 ( $0.00
Ztozo aretnot included in this Plus previous instalments charged o ' -$0.00
Zzsgde;e d paying by Direct Plus penalty.charges (GST exempt) . o $0.00 -
Debit? Contact your nearest Plusy/less adjustments $0.00

. office for an application form Less remissions S $0.00
or email info@tasman.govt.nz Less payments since 1 July 2010  $0.00

This instalment  (includes $57.37 GST) $516.30

If payment of $2024.20 is made
before 31,/08/10 you will make a
saving of $75.70 (includes discount
& GS5T saving) If this option is
chosen then GST at 12.5% for the
yearis $224.91
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TDC to boost

office space .
Nelsoa Ma ) (2/06/200% &
The Tasman District Council wants to
spend an extra $315,000 on its Richmond
headquarters, including a néw office for
its chief executive, only two years after a
$3.8 million refurhishment was com-
‘pleted at the site. )
The council’s property manager, Jim
Frater, made a late submission to the
council’s annual ‘plan askinig for the
funding. The move drew strong criticism
at annual plan hearings in Golden Bay
this week, ~ °
Mr Frater told the Nelson Mail the

$3.8  million remodelling of offices

completed in 2006 was designed to pro-
vide space for eight years,

. However, growth in. the district and
extra staffing requirements arising from
the passing of . governient legislation
such as the Building Act meant that

some departments had outgrown those ;3
predictions already, :
Mr Frater said the council’s chief
exectitive, Paul ‘Wylie, wanted to move
offices, which meant'hi ' d-
£

if. he was not free.

#Is not busihesslike, it’s not. profes-
signal, We shdﬁfgﬁ have a systern -where
people cominglfo visit. us can: come
directly to a reception area to see me.”

" Mr Wylie said he was personally “quite
happy” with his office, and stressed that
Just because staff numbers had grown,
and were predicted to grow further with.
the “avalanche” of central governmient
legislation; this did not necessarily have
an impact on rates. ‘

Growth in the district meant the pool
of ratepayers had growm, and the cost of
the extra staff was recovered ‘through
charges and fees.
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