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TE MAATU / THORP BUSH - OUR TAONGA

Kahikatea

The kahikatea, or white pine, is New Zealand’s tallest native tree reaching up
to 60 metres high. Kahikatea once dominated lowland swamp areas, but a
lowered water table from drainage of the Motueka floodplain has caused
some to die.

Conservation and Restoration

Today less than 1% of the original forest remains in the Motueka
Ecological District. So, although it is much modified, Thorp Bush has
immense ecological value as the largest remnant of alluvial podocarp-
hardwood forest in the District. It also contains some trees that are
now uncommon in this area, such as white maire and pokaka. It is
classed as an “acutely threatened” ecosystem.

Since 1977 efforts have been made to restore the bush and fill in
some of the clearings with appropriate native species and the forest is
now considerably denser than in 1950. Unfortunately some of the
plants used were not indigenous to this area and further
compromised the ecological value. Restoration efforts continue to this
day.
Lowland Totara Protect our Bush

e Cycle only on the gravel paths

o  Don't trample on plants

®  Support restoration planting efforts.

® Be a tidy kiwi! Take rubbish away.

Totara grow up to 30 metres tall, with
massive trunks and thick, stringy bark.

Tracks in Thorp Bush (TBA)
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Imagine tall forest like this covering

the floodplain of the Motueka River 1 Matat

from Riuwaka to Mariri, interspersed | Mataf, or black pine, grow 25-30 m tall. The bark has a
with areas of swamp along the water distinctive hammer-like scar patterning.
courses. Hundreds of years ago that's

what it was like here and on the

floodplain of the Waimea River too

=

By the 1840s much of the forest had been cleared by Maori settling in
the area. However, “Te Maatu”, the Great Wood still covered an
estimated 350 hectares. Clearance increased with European
settlement through the 1800s. Today Thorp Bush is down to 4.6ha, but
is still the largest remnant of podocarp-hardwood forest left in the
district. So it is special!

Birdlife

Because of the abundant range of fruits, podocarp forests support
large communities of birds. Tui abound, and you can hear them
singing away, especially in the late afternoon or early evening. Fantail
(piwakawaka) are common, particularly in autumn, and native wood
pigeon (kereru) and kingfisher (kotare) are seen occasionally, as well
What is ‘podocarp-hardwood forest'? as the common introduced birds, such as spamows and thrushes.
These forests are a mixture of tall podocarps, which emerge over a
canopy of smaller trees (hardwoods), with an understorey of shrubs,
plants and fems. Podocarps are a type of conifer, but their cones look

Piwakawaka (fantail)

more like berries. The best known are kahikatea, matal, totara and Titoki is the commonest of the hardwood canopy Mahoe is the commonest shrub and can grow into

fimu. trees in Thorp Bush. They grow between 10mand  an 8m canopy tree. It is regenerating densely in
20m tall, with spreading branches, shining leaves many places.

In Thorp Bush totara-titoki forest now dominates, with a small area of and a smooth dark bark.

matai forest and occasional kahikatea, which would have been more
numerous in the past. Some of the trees are hundreds of years old, but
many are more recent secondary growth after selective felling. The
understorey was destroyed by grazing livestock and subsequently
much of it was kept as mown grass, so the present understorey is all
secondary growth.
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