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REPORT SUMMARY 

 
Report to:  Environment & Planning Committee 

Meeting Date: 24 May 2011 

Report Author  Dennis Bush-King, Environment & Planning Manager 

Subject: ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This report covers a number of general matters concerning the activities of the 

Environment & Planning Department.   

 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

 

That the report be received. 

 

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

THAT the Environment & Planning Committee receives the Environment & 

Planning Manager’s Report REP11-06-08 
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Report to:  
Environment & Planning Committee 

Meeting Date: 24 May 2011 

Report Author  Dennis Bush-King, Environment & Planning Manager 

Subject: ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

1. Freedom Camping Bill 

 

1.1 The Freedom Camping Bill was introduced to Parliament on 18 May 2011, and 
it is anticipated that it will be in the select committee for six weeks and in force 
by mid August.   The Bill is intended to work in conjunction with Council 
Freedom Camping Bylaws and with Department of Conservation freedom 
camping notices.  Council and DOC will be permitted to warrant each other’s 
staff to enhance a co-ordinated approach to enforcement. 

 
1.2 Whilst generally permissive of freedom camping, the Bill creates an 

infringement offence (instant fine) if Council Freedom Camping Bylaws are 
breached.  That provision is transitional, and expires one year after the Bill is 
enacted, but meantime provides a nationally standard infringement fine of a 
$200 for specified breaches of Council Freedom Camping Bylaws.  Tasman 
District Council’s recently adopted Freedom Camping Bylaw will need to be 
included in the schedule to the Bill to allow that to happen.  In future, Council 
Bylaws will need to be amended to meet with the requirements of the Bill after 
the one year transition period.  It seems most likely that the changes required 
will be administrative rather than altering the detail or intent of our recently 
adopted Bylaw. 

 
1.3 As well as issuing instant fines to persons found breaching the Freedom 

Camping Bylaws, proceedings for offences can also be taken against the owner 
of a vehicle if the vehicle was used in committing the offence.  In addition, 
enforcement officers may seize and impound property including vehicles if they 
are used in committing an offence, although there is a formal warning process 
that must be undertaken prior to any seizure if the owner of the property is 
present. 

 

2. Environmental Awards 2011 

 

2.1 Following on from the discussion at the last E&P meeting, we can confirm that 
Nelson City Council have now committed to fully participate in the Awards 
2011.   Staff organisers are looking to simplify and streamline the Awards in 
response to feedback received from last year.  This is expected to reduce the  
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number of judges required, and reduce the overall time and resources needed.   
We still aim to deliver a high quality and high profile event. 

 
2.2 In keeping with sharing locations (Tasman has hosted the event for the last two 

years), we will hold the Awards 2011 event in Nelson.  As always, Sponsors, 
Councillors and Council staff play an integral part in the Awards judging 
process and arrangements will be set in place soon  

 

3. Environmental Education 

 

3.1 As the Committee will know the Environmental Education function has shifted 
from the Environment & Planning Department to the Strategic Development 
Department.  As there is no Strategic Development Committee it has been 
decided that Environmental Education will be reported on at each Environment 
& Planning Committee meeting.  As required, Rob will present a regular report 
detailing progress in the Environmental Education area of work. 

 

4. Legal Proceedings 

 

4.1 Councillors are advised that we have recently been involved, along with other 
parties, in settling a weather tight homes dispute in Ruby Bay, 

 

5. Ecofest Recognition 

 

5.1 Councillors will be pleased to know that Ecofest, our annual environmental 
festival, has been listed as a finalist in the Minister for the Environment’s 2011 
Green Ribbon Award.   The Award ceremony announcing the winners is set for 
9 June. 

 

6. Proposed National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing 

Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health 

 
6.1 The Government is introducing a national environmental standard (NES) for 

contaminants in soil.  On 16 May 2011 Cabinet agreed for the Minister to 
instruct Parliamentary Counsel to draft a national environmental standard under 
the Resource Management Act 1991.   

 
6.2 The NES: 

 sets a standard at which land is considered safe for human health  

 ensures land affected by contaminants in soil is appropriately identified 
and assessed at the time it is developed and if necessary remediated, or 
the contaminants contained, to make the land safe for human use.   
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6.3 It is intended that NES controls will apply to land use change, subdivision, and 

disturbance of any land where, “according to the best information available to 
the local authority”, there has been a facility on the land or a hazardous activity 
carried out on the land that may have involved the intentional or accidental 
discharges of hazardous substances that could now be a risk to human health.  
How this will be written into a legally robust, clear and unambiguous obligation 
will be interesting. 

 
6.4 The proposal is a mix of allowing (permitting) and controlling (requiring 

resource consents) certain activities on land affected or potentially affected by 
contaminants in soil.   Extracts from the Cabinet paper authorising the drafting 
of the NES are attached as Appendix 1. 

 
6..5 The NES will only impact on new decisions and resource consents and is likely 

to come into force later this year.   Councillors may recall there was a round of 
public meetings last year and a Council submission was made identifying a 
range of implementation concerns.   The devil will continue to be in the drafting 
detail. 

 

7. Delta / Hope Zone Replacement Water Permits Completed 

 

7.1 The process of issuing 133 water permits to replace the existing permits that 
expire on 31 May 2011 has been completed on time.   All existing permit 
holders opted to join the coordinated approach to issuing new permits with a six 
year term, which allows time for the Lee Valley Dam proposal to be properly 
considered.   The outcome has resulted in a small reduction in the overall water 
allocation in these two zones. 

 

8. Hearing 60 Finalisation of decisions 

 

8.1 The Committee needs to complete the decision-making on the package of 
changes under Hearing 60, in order to be able to notify all decisions by late 
June.   This set of changes covers Part 4 Rivers and Lakes and all related 
amendments to other parts of the TRMP; (Variation 68 and Changes 17, 26 & 
27), Change 16 cultural heritage sites, Change 25 greywater discharges and 
miscellaneous technical amendments in the Richmond West Variation 1 to 
Change 10.   The decisions from deliberation in April are all interim at present 
and apart from some minor definition drafting, are able to be finalised after the 
TRMP text showing amendments is considered.   This matter will be considered 
“In Committee” after this part of the meeting. 

 

9. RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the report be received 
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10. DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

THAT the Environment & Planning Committee receives the Environment & 

Planning Manager’s Report REP11-06-08 

 

 

  
Dennis Bush-King 
Environment & Planning Manager 
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Appendix 1 – Extract from cabinet paper on NES on Soil Contamination 
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