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 STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO: Environment & Planning Committee    

 
FROM: Rob Francis, Environmental Education Officer  

 
REFERENCE: E397    

 
SUBJECT: ENVIROSCHOOLS PRESENTATION - REPORT EP08/10/09 - 

Report prepared for meeting of 9 October 2008 
 

 
1. PURPOSE 
 
 To update Councillors on the Enviroschools Programme in the Tasman district. 
 
2. ENVIROSCHOOLS PROGRAMME IN TASMAN OCTOBER 2008 
 

Nationally the Enviroschools Program is growing.  There are now over 570 
Enviroschools in the network – this is 22% of all New Zealand schools.    It has been 
a year of growth and many exciting changes for the programme nationally and in the 
Tasman Region. 
 
The Enviroschools Programme offers a framework to: 
 

 link environmental education projects together. 

 have an environmental vision for the school. 

 support the schools in planning and activating projects.  

 assists the integration of environmental projects into the organisation and 
operation of the school. 

 
 Resources and facilitation are provided to support the school within the theme areas 

of healthy water, living landscapes, precious energy, ecological buildings and zero 
waste. 
  
The Enviroschools report (Feb 2007) by Roger Waddell (ES Regional Coordinator at 
the time) states that “(funders) support for schools and their communities has had a 
significant influence upon the consciousness and behaviour of young people and 
adults in terms of sustainability.  Schools are the touchstone for a community.” 
 
It is the “Ripple” effect, starting from the children at school, which then spreads 
sustainability message and practice among school families, and throughout the wider 
community. 

 
3. PARTICIPANTS 
 

 People 
 We have a motivated Enviroschools (ES) team of people in the Tasman District.  The 

2008 team has been: 
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 1. Regional Co-ordinator (working with NCC also):  Keryn Squires.  
 

2. Two facilitators: Kate Cobb in Tasman and Claire Webster in Golden Bay.  
 
3. Tasman District Council Environmental Education Officer: Rob Francis.    

  

 Schools 

 In Tasman 10 out of the 35 schools are Enviroschools (28%).  These schools are: 
 
 1. Collingwood Area 
 2. Dovedale School 
 3. Motueka High School 
 4. Ngatimoti School 
 5. Richmond Montessori 
 6. Salisbury School  
 7. Parklands School    
 8. Wakefield School 
 9. Brightwater School 
 10. Motupipi School 

 
 Refer Appendix 1 for more detail regarding current projects and school status under 

ES Programme. 
 
 2008 Highlights 
 
 1.   A Growing Network of Enviroschools in The Region 
 
  Tasman 
 

Four new schools began their Enviroschools journey this year.  At current 
funding levels we have room to facilitate the programme in one-two more 
schools.  We expect to reach maximum capacity (within current facilitator hours) 
by the end of the year.  It is expected that demand will exceed possible support 
and that there will be a „waiting list‟ for schools to join the programme in 
Tasman by 2009. 
 
Our vision is that by 2011 we will have 100% of schools in Tasman enrolled on 
the Enviroschools programme. 
 
Ngatimoti School and Salisbury School are our lead Enviroschools, having been 
with the programme for a number of years they both achieved a silver award in 
2007 and are aiming for the prestigious Green Gold title in 2009. 
 
Our schools are involved in a variety of initiatives – recycling and waste 
minimisation; stream monitoring and protection; native plant nurseries, native 
planting to create bird corridors and habitats; murals to improve the appearance 
of school grounds; community awareness initiatives; beach clean-ups, eco-bag 
making and painting; edible gardens and orchards; designing a sustainable 
classroom extension; solar water heating for the swimming pool; community 
gardens; support for events such as eDay and Ecofest.  These projects are led 
by students, assisted by adults and linked where possible to the wider 
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community.  They are designed to be sustainable initiatives, not „one offs‟. 
 
 2.   Taking a Collaborative Approach to Education for Sustainability 
 

We foster a collaborative approach to Environmental Education in the region.  In 
order to provide an integrated environmental education package for schools in 
the region, we work together with local environmental programmes including 
Waste Education Services (via TDC waste minimisation contract) the Waimaori 
Stream Care Programme, the District Health Board, Forest and Bird, Nelson 
Environment Centre, the Carbon Reduction Rewards Scheme, Transition 
Towns, Environmental Monitoring Assessment Programme (EMAP), Touch the 
Sea Aquarium, the Brook Sanctuary and local businesses. 
 
The ES Facilitators and Ministry of Education‟s Education for Sustainability 
(EfS) Advisor have developed a successful partnership in the region.  In 
secondary schools, the EfS Advisor works with the EfS lead teacher to develop 
curriculum courses and NCEA assessment, while the ES facilitator works to 
develop and support action projects with the students in the Envirogroup. 

 
 3.   Events: Learning, Networking and Sharing 
 
  Regional Bus Tour – Primary Enviroschools 
  Two Enviroschools hosted our Regional Bus Tour with organized activities.  Six 

primary Enviroschools attended the regional Bus Tour this year and took part in 
a trip to the Brook Waimarama Sanctuary.  Waimaori Stream Care Program 
provided the stream study.  Hira staged an eco-treasure hunt and Nayland ran a 
tour, paper making, plant a seedling, and stream study.  The students brought 
litterless lunches and were given eco pens made of recycled cardboard. 

 
  Youth Jam – Secondary Enviroschools 
  A group of Nelson and Tasman envirogroup students from Salisbury School, 

Nayland College and Nelson College for Girls went to Rotorua to take part in 
Youth Jam 2008.  Presentations and displays were done by students from all 
over New Zealand.  The local group Green Teens presented. 

 
3. RECOMMENDATION 
 
 That this report be accepted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob Francis 
Environmental Education Officer  
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APPENDIX 1  
Tasman Enviroschools 

 

Area School Projects Ongoing ES Awards 
and MoU’s 

Tasman Parklands Recycling MoU 

Motueka High Composting, Recycling Bronze 2006 
MoU 

Salisbury Composting, gardens, native planting, 
waste recycling, Poormans Stream 
care. 

Bronze 2006; 
MoU; 
Silver 2007 

Ngatimoti Stream care, native plant growing and 
planting, composting, recycling, 
gardens. 

Bronze 2005; 
MoU; 
Silver 2007 

Wakefield Recycling, gardens MoU 2007 

Richmond 
Montessori 

Edible gardens, zero waste initiatives New 

Dovedale Zero waste initiatives, edible dig-free 
gardens, community recycling 

Bronze 2008 

Brightwater Composting, recycling, gardens New 

Golden Bay Collingwood Area Stream care, zero waste initiatives, 
beach clean-up, WED celebrations, 
native plant nursery 

MOU 2008 

Motupipi School Vegetable gardens, waste reduction New 
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APPENDIX 2 

What is Enviroschool? 
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