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I'M RECYCLABLE

A new cultural presence  
in our Council Chamber

Robin Slow and Mayor Tim King

There’s now a powerful artistic presence 
on the walls of our Richmond Council 
Chamber, with creations by our kaimahi 
(staff ) and Golden Bay artist Robin Slow 
taking pride of place.

Robin’s ‘mapi’ of the rohe of Parapara 
depicts the journey of wai from the 
maunga to the moana, flowing out to 
sea from the aquifer and extension of 
Waikoropupū springs.

The work features a manu (bird) that 
references the larger area of Mohua/
Golden Bay, as well as motifs that 
represent the plant life, the manu, and 
present-day farming practices.

A pou references the whānau of the 
rohe, based on a drawing by Codrington 
recorded in 1860 of a pou that stood at 
Pariwhakaoho.

The whenua forming taniwha of 
Ngārarahuarau and Te Kaiwhakaruaki 
are also featured – the guardians and 

protectors of the kōkōwai (red stone) 
that comes from the maunga.

As part of celebrating te wiki o te reo 
Māori last year, our kaimahi participated 
in creating a collaborative tukutuku 
piece. Tukutuku is a Māori latticework 
artform that describes pūrākau (stories).

The pattern chosen is a double poutama, 
this is a stepped pattern that symbolises 
whakapapa (genealogy) and various 
levels of learning and achievement. It 
is associated with the pūrākau of Tāne 
and his pursuit of the three kete of 
knowledge for humankind.

On his journey, Tāne faces many trials 
and tribulations and is thwarted many 
times in his attempts to attain this 
mātauranga, however, he persists.

Overcoming difficulties and providing 
for humankind is symbolic of the work 
we do in Council to work together for 
the benefit of our community.
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TRANSPORT TALES

The current road structure was built over 50 years ago 
and wasn’t made to handle the traffic we see now, 
which has doubled in the last 20 years to around 8,500 
vehicles every day.

Increased traffic has caused a lot of wear and tear, 
leading to the road needing more repairs. It is time to 
rebuild the damaged and weaker sections of the road, 
futureproofing it for decades to come.

We will rebuild two key sections of Wensley Road, 
making the road stronger, and will also complete 
smaller repairs to improve the road’s overall condition. 
We will also widen the narrow section at the top of the 
hill to make it safer for everyone.

Last year, we carried out necessary quick fixes to address 
urgent problems and prevent them from becoming 
safety hazards. This work was temporary before the 
bigger rebuild we’re doing now that funding is available.

Widening the hill section will also enable the speed 
cushions, which were installed last year to improve 
cyclist safety, to be removed, and the speed limit 
restored to 50km/h.

We understand road works can be frustrating, 
however so are potholes and damaged roads.  
It’s important that we invest in making repairs  
and upgrades to maintain the longevity of our  
roading network, and ensure it is safe for all users.

Rebuilding a key Richmond road
Wensley Road is an important road that connects the southern areas of Richmond to the 
town centre. Some parts of this road need major repairs, which are starting this week.

Cycle lane changes for Māpua 
Changes are on the way for some of Māpua’s cycleways.

In 2023, the village’s main road, Aranui Road was given a 
makeover to try and improve the safety of people walking 
and cycling.

This included the installation of concrete separators 
designed to create a physical barrier to keep vehicles out  
of new cycle lanes.

It was done under the  ‘Streets for People’ initiative from  
New Zealand Transport Agency Waka Kotahi, using 
Government funding.

This was a unique programme which didn’t follow 
the standard project lifecycle where a detailed design 
is produced, consulted on, refined, approved, and 
constructed in permanent and relatively high-cost ways.

Instead, Streets for People was a fast-track plan implemented 
using lower-cost materials and refined over time based on 
feedback and ongoing engagement with users.

Several changes and improvements have been made over 
time in the village, and now, following further community 
engagement, Elected Members have agreed to remove the 
concrete dividers.

The removal is likely to happen within the next few months.

What’s happening?
There will be a full road closure on Wensley Road 
between Richmond Cemetery and Waverley Street 
from Monday 17 February until the end of April.

You can detour via Bateup Road, Gladstone Road 
and Oxford Street, or alternatively via Hart Road, 
Hill Street and Queen Street.

The eBus Routes 2 and 6 will not travel along 
Bateup Road and Wensley Road, and the bus stops 
on these roads will be closed. Instead, the eBus 
will detour via Gladstone Road and Queen Street, 
and then carry on as normal. There will be three 
temporary bus stops on Gladstone Road, two near 
Jubilee Park, and one outside Waimea Village.

There will always be pedestrian access along 
Wensley Road. Cyclists will need to dismount their 
bikes and walk them past the works area.

Stay up to date at tasman.govt.nz/wensley-road.
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Surveying and  
Resource Management
• Subdivision Design and Management
• Resource Consents and Planning
• Land Development Engineering 
• Project Management

Litter and critters 
nabbed in traps
Rubbish in our marine environment is a 
growing problem. Not only is it visually 
unappealing, it’s also a serious threat  
to wildlife and fish.

Much of this rubbish is washed out to 
sea from stormwater systems following 
heavy rain.

About six months ago, we installed 
10 ‘Litta’ traps in the sumps in central 
Richmond to catch rubbish that 
otherwise would be washed into our 
stormwater system and end up in the 
marine environment.

A few weeks ago, when our stormwater 
and environmental education teams 
emptied the traps, they audited what was 
collected and got some interesting results.

Much of the debris collected was 
organic but contaminated with 
hydrocarbons like engine oil, diesel, 
petrol, heavy metals, and micro plastics.

In total, we collected just over 56 
kilograms of material, including 1.3kg  
of plastic and 90 cigarette butts.

One Litta trap was home to a 
population of earthworms which was 
liberated into Council gardens.

We’ll repeat the audit of the traps 
in two months, aiming for a shorter 
period of rubbish accumulation to 
catch and sort it before the rubbish has 
had a chance to break down.

WATER WISE

When there’s a wastewater overflow or 
spillage of any type, we warn people 
to avoid contact with waterways and 
streams due to potential contamination 
which could lead to health problems.

But there is a wider issue that people 
should always be aware of and that 
is after any wet weather, particularly 
following a prolonged dry spell, there’s 
potential for contamination from run-off.

People should always be cautious about 
taking shellfish from the Waimea Inlet, 
particularly near urban areas where there are 
many potential sources of contamination 
from human activities and animals.

During periods of rain, contaminants like 
oil from roads or even animal droppings 
are washed into rivers, streams and 
stormwater systems and from there  
they flow into the sea.

Where an urban area is found at the head 
of a bay or within an estuary, contaminants 
released to the coast do not dilute as 
quickly and tend to stay in shore for longer 
periods. This leads to a greater likelihood 
of the contaminants being picked up and 
accumulated by shellfish in the area.

Whenever we have information to share 
about wastewater overflows, we always 
share it via the Antenno app and let 
the local community know. You can 
download Antenno for free from the  
app store on your phone.

Rain runoff can be really unhealthy 

The beach wheelchair had its inaugural 
outing in mid-December at the Amputee 
Stump Club Camp, which was based at 
Bethany Park and included a full day at 
Kaiteriteri, as well as time spent on the high 
ropes and tower at the Whenua Iti site.

Whenua Iti ran the camp alongside 
the Amputee Society of Te Tauihu, to 
bring together young amputees aged 
between 8 and 16 from around the 
country so they could take part in active 
recreation with a group of their peers.

The camp took a couple of years to pull 
together, largely due to the dedication of 

John and Claire West (Claire is pictured 
in the wheelchair), who had the original 
vision, and did much of the fundraising 
that enabled the camp to run.

Feedback from the rangatahi who attended 
was positive, and many made specific 
mention of how important it was “being 
with other kids my age with the disability”. 

Our Community Grants open on  
1 May, so keep an eye out for more 
information in the coming months,  
or if you want to know more now, 
head to tasman.govt.nz/grants.

New buggy brings better beach access
With help from one of our Community Grants, Motueka-based Whenua 
Iti Outdoors has been able to create much better accessibility to the 
great outdoors with the purchase of a funky new beach wheelchair.

Passionate about 
community and 
environment
In the second of our profiles 
of Outstanding Community 
Service Award recipients,  
we meet David Burt. 

David has provided outstanding 
voluntary work for more than 21 years in 
the Richmond area. 

He’s a long-term and keen member 
of Keep Richmond Beautiful, eagerly 
contributing to projects at Wills Gully and 
Battle for the Banded Rail working bees, 
planting indigenous species, removing 
old fence lines, releasing young plants 
from weedy competitors, building and 
maintaining tracks, and many other tasks.

David also volunteers independently, 
regularly walking the shoreline at 
Moturoa/Rabbit Island, collecting 
rubbish that washes onto the beach.

It’s his skilful design, careful construction 
and positioning of picnic tables, bench 

seats, signage, footbridges, and tracks 
that are most deserving of recognition. 
David is a skilled draftsman, capable 
carpenter, and conscientious project 
manager with a well-equipped home 
workshop.

David’s made or refurbished many park 
benches and more than 80 picnic tables, 
all carefully painted and protected 
against decay.

... And when you see “A project of Keep 
Richmond Beautiful” sign on any one 
of the dozens of park benches, picnic 
tables, footbridges and other structures 
in the Richmond area, they’ve probably 
been made by David Burt.

Congratulations, David!

COOL COMMUNITIES

Let’s talk, Tasman
Managing the current and future levels 
of growth in Tasman relies on the 
insights and suggestions we receive 
from the community. However, this is 
often through a somewhat regulated 
consultation process dictated by 
legislation determining a process 
leaving little room for much else.

To make this process a bit more 
approachable, we recently set up Shape 
Tasman, an online engagement tool, 
enabling a great deal more information to 
be introduced in consultation exercises. 
It allows comments and more ‘free flow’ 
responses, but it is still limited to policies, 
programmes and projects in question.

In an effort to set up a more informing 
relationship with residents who wish to 
be involved, we have set up a page on 

Shape Tasman called ‘Let’s talk, Tasman’. 
Through this page, residents can sign up 
to receive information and contribute 
to the development of initiatives and 
projects, test our ideas, and provide 
early input into policies and decisions 
that affect Tasman communities.

This is a great way to informally 
contribute to the future of Tasman 
through discussion and sharing your 
views on early consideration of plans etc.

It won’t be every day and certainly won’t 
be too onerous, but it will enable great 
insight from the very people our work is 
designed to benefit.

Interested? Sign up at  
shape.tasman.govt.nz/lets-talk-tasman.

FUTURE FOCUS
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Share your ideas on new Richmond park
Have your say on the development of Rosales Park Reserve which is 
in The Meadows sub-division in Richmond.

We have created a preliminary design 
for this new neighbourhood reserve, 
and we now want your thoughts before 
finalising the plans.

This park will be the third park in  
The Meadows. While Central Park has 
been established with play equipment 
for smaller children, the playground 
equipment for Rosales Park, while 
indicative, will be designed to cater to  
a wider range of ages.

This park will be accessed from two streets, 
with a shared path running through it.

Please keep in mind that budget 
constraints limit the changes we can 

make to the plans so we may not be 
able to implement all ideas, but we will 
consider all suggestions we receive.

If you have any feedback or ideas, go 
to shape.tasman.govt.nz/rosales-park.

February has so far brought out 
the best of Tasman’s summer 
weather – a perfect opportunity 
to enjoy the outdoors and the 
amazing recreational areas that 
are available.

Unfortunately, we’re also seeing some 
of the worst behaviour too, with many 
occurrences of vehicles being driven or 
ridden recklessly in our reserve spaces.

Due to damage caused by people in 
vehicles ripping up the grassed area, 
we’ve recently had to close vehicle access 
to the Busch Reserve at Aniseed Valley.

There has also been noticeable activity 
involving the adverse presence of 
motorbikes on Tasman’s Great Taste Trail, 
Appleby Reserve, Twin Rivers Walkway 
and Busch/Twin Bridges Reserve. 

These are instances of a few ruining 
something for the many. These spaces 
are not for the use of offroad vehicles, 
they are for public recreation.

It is the vehicle owner’s responsibility to 
find where they can ride their vehicles 
responsibly – and it is not the ratepayers’ 
responsibility to provide this.

We want everyone to enjoy their leisure 
time as much as possible – this means 
considering the safety and enjoyment of 
others when visiting our spaces.

Bad bike behaviour grinding our gears

PARKS AND PLACES

Recent rain 
helps restoration 
replanting
Whatever you’ve made of 
summer so far – it has certainly 
been good for growing plants, 
particularly at our Teapot Valley 
restoration project site.

We have planted more than 33,000 
native trees, shrubs and wetland plants 
across 11 hectares over the past three 
years, and many of the older plantings 
are now very well established.

One of the main aims of the replanting 
programme was to increase the 
ecological resilience of the site by 
reconnecting hillslope areas burnt in 
2019 fires with existing patches of forest 
in gullies and the stream valley.

An example of the reconnections taking 
place can be found in an area planted in 
2022 at the western end, with many of 
the planted trees and shrubs now more 
than two metres tall. 

Wooden you like to sit here?
It’s always a pleasure to see something that is needed and appreciated 
by the community put in place in one of our parks, reserves or walkways.

It’s also great when the community takes 
the initiative on these projects – giving 
new life to materials that had been 
damaged by the elements.

The Tasman Village community have 
constructed two new beautiful seats 
for what we call Te Papa Lane – which 
connects Deck Road Reserve to the sea.

The walkway is regularly used by 
residents and visitors to the area, and 
the elevated trails offer a beautiful vista 
for those who make the effort.

However, the uphill route from the sea 
is steep, and so the seats are placed 
perfectly for a well-earned rest.

The genesis for the project came from local 
resident Gill Gallacher, who commissioned 
the seats after a long-held wish to 
provide seats overlooking the cliffs.

From there, David Short and Steve 
Richards from the Tasman Area 
Community Association designed, built 
and placed the seats in their final location.

The macrocarpa timber used to make 
the seats came from L.E.H. Baigent 
Reserve at Kina Peninsula. The trees 
were removed, stored, and milled by the 
good people at Totally Timber after they 
died due to saltwater inundation caused 
by Cyclone Fehi.

This establishment, coupled with the 
natural regeneration of other native 
species, including tall sedges, means  
that an area previously dominated by 
weedy grasses and gorse is well on its 
way to becoming a flourishing native 
forest once more.

Another pleasing aspect of the project 
has been the opportunity to experiment 
with new ideas and to learn from taking 
an experimental approach to restoration. 
In 2023, we ran a small direct seeding 
trial, sowing 12 species of native shrubs.

The dry conditions throughout the growing 
season limited seedling establishment, 
but we did get several karamū (Coprosma 
species) and mānuka plants establishing.

We repeated the experiment in 2024,  
and the wetter conditions over spring 
helped almost 3,000 seedlings emerge,  
so the recent summer rain has been  
very welcome.

SUSTAINABLE STORIES

garden sprays can poison fish, eels 
and in some instances dogs that have 
contact with our waterways.

Outside drains capturing water from 
roofs and concrete flow to our waterways, 
estuaries and beaches and should only 
have clean water entering them.

Any water containing paint needs to be 
disposed of onto grass or well diluted 
and tipped into the sewerage system via 
your laundry or the toilet. Inside drains 
flow to the sewage system.

If you see anything like this in future, 
please call it in to us straight away 
on 03 543 8400 so we can send our 
environmental compliance team out to 
investigate it immediately. The quicker 
we know about these things, the 
faster we can react, and the higher the 
chances are that we catch the person 
responsible.

Protect our 
waterways from 
paint pollution
Last week, we had calls from the 
community about a white paint-like 
discharge flowing into Jimmy Lee Creek 
in Richmond. We want to thank those 
who called this discharge in to us.

Our environmental compliance team 
were called to investigate straight away. 
Their job is to track down the source of 
the contamination, so we can try and 
stop this from happening.

The team tracked the discharge via the 
stormwater system and narrowed the 
source down to the Durville Rise area – 
unfortunately they couldn’t identify the 
exact location it originated within this 
catchment.

If you know someone in this area who 
was painting recently, please let us 
know, or at least let them know that they 
shouldn’t put paint down their outside 
drains as it pollutes our waterways and 
hurts our environment.

Our streams are home to hundreds  
of creatures living in a diverse range  
of ecosystems. Contaminants like paint, 
detergent, household pesticides and 
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BOARD’S BUSINESS

Wellby Talking Café
Wednesday 5 March, 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm, 
Tākaka Library.

Come along for a relaxed cuppa to start 
your journey connecting with others 
who enjoy the same things. You can pop 
in for a quick chat or stay for a longer 
conversation with friendly people.

Summer Movies Al Fresco 
•	 Friday 21 February, The Castle, 

Washbourn Gardens, Richmond.

•	 Saturday 22 February, Monsters Inc, 
Decks Reserve, Motueka.

•	 Saturday 1 March, Monsters Inc, 
Village Green, Brightwater.

Load up the couch, gather a group, pack 
your snacks, and join us from 7.30 pm to 
play giant board games and enjoy the 
sunset. The movie starts around 9.00 pm. 
$2 adult, $1 child. If it looks like rain, please 
text ‘Is it on?’ to 022 406 1665 after 7.30 pm 
on the night. For up-to-date details see 
the Summer Movies Facebook page.

Tasman Asian Night Food Fair
Saturday 22 February, 4.00 pm – 9.00 pm, 
Washbourn Gardens, Richmond.

Come and enjoy the fabulous food  
stalls showcasing some of the tastiest  

cuisines from around Asia. This coming 
together of diverse communities 
and sharing of culture through food, 
costumes, music and dance is a 
wonderful opportunity for people of  
all ages to enjoy. Gold coin entry.

Saving Our Seas: Marine 
Restoration in Aotearoa
Saturday 8 March, 1.15 pm – 2.15 pm, 
Tākaka Library.

Join us to hear Cawthron Institute’s 
marine ecologist Dr Al Alder speak about 
the innovative restoration techniques 
being used to revive New Zealand’s 
diverse marine ecosystems.

Nelson Scale Model Builders 
Group Display
February and March, Richmond Library.

This display showcases the fantastic 
creativity and diversity of talents from 
this very accomplished community of 
model builders. It features a wonderful 
mix of skill levels and genres – from 
award-winning builds seen at national 
competitions to works by newer builders 
just starting out. We are thrilled to bring 
these rarely seen projects together to 
share with our community.

Arts funding closing soon
Our Creative Communities Scheme has 
funding available to help groups and 
individuals with arts projects in Tasman 
– anything from music, theatre, festivals, 
mural painting, outdoor sculptures, art 
in public spaces, kapa haka, singing, art 
workshops and more.

Funded by Creative New Zealand, 
the Creative Communities Scheme is 
designed to support opportunities 
for communities to participate in the 
arts. Visit tasman.govt.nz/creative-
communities to find out more and apply 
by Monday 10 March.

Maritime events
Event activity: Māpua Community Regatta 
Date: 23 February 2025  
Location: Māpua

Event activity: NZ Antique & Classic  
Boat Show 
Date: 1 and 2 March 2025 
Location: Lake Rotoiti (Kerr Bay)

Under the provisions of the Navigation 
Safety Bylaw 2024, the Harbourmaster has 
granted authorisations for these events. 
Due to navigation safety requirements, 
water users not involved in these events 
may be excluded from defined areas 
during these activities. Further details 
and any new events can be viewed at  
tasman.govt.nz/maritime-events.

Consultation corner
We have a number of topics currently open 
for feedback. Visit shape.tasman.govt.nz  
to have your say on:

•	 Speed management

•	 Alcohol in public places

•	 Waste management and minimisation

•	 Rosales Park

Public notice
This notice is to advise that David Bayliss 
has been appointed as a Pound Keeper in 
accordance with the Impounding Act 1955.

Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to 
see the latest alcohol licence applications.

Council hui
Meetings will take place in person and 
via Zoom. For details, the Zoom link 
and recordings of previous meetings 
visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Unless otherwise stated, all meetings 
will be held at Council Chambers,  
189 Queen Street, Richmond.

Regional Accessibility Forum 
Monday 24 February, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm.

Animal Control Subcommittee 
Monday 24 February, 1.00 pm.  
No public forum.

Enterprise Committee 
Wednesday 26 February, 1.30 pm.

Saxton Field Committee 
Thursday 27 February, 1.00 pm.

Operations Committee 
Thursday 6 March, 9.30 am.

•	 Special Projects worth $110,000 
already successfully completed, with 
$68,000 worth of current community 
focused Special Projects aimed to be 
complete by end of term.

•	 Discretionary Funds ($9,000) distributed 
to community initiatives over 2024.

•	 The Board’s advocacy to review the  
‘8-week rule’ which has impacted 
many alternative accommodation 
owners and landowners. 

•	 Increased public forum speakers, 
increased staff and other Ward 
Councillors attending Board meetings 
and events in Motueka. 

•	 Launch of the Board’s ‘Community 
Wellbeing Solutions initiative’, 
bringing key influencers together, 
building relationships and partnerships 

to tackle issues such as housing 
affordability, homelessness, youth 
attendance and engagement. 

We are excited to support the formation 
of a community advisory group which 
will focus on generating ideas and 
solutions in our community. We are 
launching a homeless awareness 
campaign next month and are planning 
our ‘tangible outcomes’ meeting with 
key stakeholders.

The Board has worked this term to bring 
the community and Council closer 
together around matters of importance 
for the Ward. While not always positive 
in the past, it is beneficial for the future 
of Motueka and the wider District, that 
we build a relationship that will take us 
forward to meet the challenges of the 
future together.

Motueka Community Board
The Motueka Community Board is committed to continuing full steam 
ahead till the end of the term. The Board met in January for a planning 
session to map out our intentions till the end of term in September.  
We reflected on the Board’s achievements for the community including:

WHAT’S ON IN TASMAN
NEWSLINE NOTICES

FREEPHONE 0800 725 326 
EMAIL bookings@nmwaste.co.nz

nmwaste.co.nz

Grease traps / Sumps / Septic tanks / Waste oil / Hazardous waste

Domestic septic tank management

Don’t forget that your septic tank needs to be emptied on average 
every two years. Ensure your system is working effectively.

Tasman’s vision 
for growth
It was a different sound of summer for 
all those who took the opportunity to 
respond to the release of the Urban Growth 
Plan Change 81 and Regional Policy 
Statement Change 1 information booklet.

In short, there is broad support for the 
proposed changes that will manage 
growth, provide more diverse housing 
options, support a thriving economy, and 
ensure Tasman remains a great place to live.

For anyone that has not yet got 
involved in PC81, there will be plenty 
of opportunities to do so in March and 
April with formal engagement online 
and at our series of meet-the-planner 
drop-in sessions across the District.

The Environmental Policy Team enjoyed 
taking on board the feedback provided 
by the community and responding to 
questions and ideas raised in a two-part  
podcast series now on PodBean or 
Apple Podcasts, search “Click to Play TDC 
Environmental Policy”.

This two-step process, release of the 
information booklet and the upcoming 
draft plan change, will ensure what is 
being proposed has the scope to provide 
sufficient residential and business land 
capacity for at least the next 10 years. 

The plan change and regional policy 
statement change prioritise green spaces, 
improved transportation, and updated 
rules for Papakāinga, ensuring a sustainable 
and inclusive future for Tasman.

The team is looking forward to engaging 
with as many people as possible over 
the next couple of months to discuss 
the potential we can all share from the 
opportunities Tasman provides.

Find out more: shape.tasman.govt.nz/
urban-growth-PC81.

LAND AND LIFE
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