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DATE 18/08/2023 
Resource Management Unit  
19 Kinross Street PO Box 1046, Blenheim 7240 (03) 579 4238 Office 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Julia@ngatikuia.iwi.nz  

In the matter of: Retrospective resource consent for the building of a Deck and 
stairs at 38 Kaiteriteri-Sandy Bay road 
 
Applicant: Tipple Family Trust 
 
Affected Party: Te Runanga o Ngāti Kuia Trust (TRONK) , Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō 
 
This document serves as proof the applicant has consulted with Ngāti Kuia 
regarding the application and outlines the relationship of the iwi and the 
degree of effect. This is not to be considered as an affected party approval for 
the purposes of the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Job Number: 95 
 
Invoice Number:  INV- 
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The Project: Ngāti Kuia have been informed of a retrospective resource consent application. 
In this case, the council's resource consenting process is the only way for us to advocate for 
our values regarding earthworks and construction in culturally significant areas, unless the 
works are noticed by whanau on site. Unfortunately, as consent was not initially applied for, 
Ngāti Kuia & Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō’s ability to be kaitiaki of our wahi tapu and cultural values 
was not enabled. We are now addressing our concerns and values after the fact.  
 
The applicant has requested a certificate of acceptance from the building consent department 
of Tasman District Council. However, it has been identified that the application requires 
resource consent as well. The applicant is apologetic for their lack of understanding of the 
consent process regarding this structure. They are seeking retrospective resource consent for 
a deck that is over 2m in height and has breached setbacks to the adjoining property boundary 
shared with 36 Kaiteriteri-Sandy Bay Road. Further to this, the deck breaches the 4.5m 
setback for a road boundary as the southern boundary of the property is legal road reserve. 
It is also an extension to an existing residence that is more than 50% of the floor area and 
reduces the distance to mean high water springs in the Coastal Environment Area.  
 
The applicant is seeking retrospective resource consent for stairs that have been erected for 
pedestrian access to the beach. These stairs also breach the 4.5m setback for a road 
boundary, as the southern boundary of the property is legal road reserve. Furthermore, the 
construction of the stairs is considered a new building in the Coastal Environment Area, and 
they have been erected partly within the road reserve. Both the deck and stairs have been 
erected within a cultural heritage precinct this is an area of high cultural significance for our 
Iwi, and no authority from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga has been obtained.  
 
 
The Association: 
Ngāti Kuia trace our lineage back to early Polynesian explorers Maui, Kupe, and Matua 
Hautere, who journeyed to Te Tauihu. Ngāti Kuia is an amalgamation of Tangatawhenua 
peoples who originally inhabited Te Tauihu, particularly the Kurahaupō tribes of Ngāi Tara, 
Tumatakokiri, and Ngāti Mamoe. Similarly, Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō can also trace their ancestry 
back to the Kurahaupō Waka and began settling in Te Tauihu during the 18th century. They 
also are related to Ngāti Kuia and the other early Kurahaupō Iwi with whom they share 
whakapapa and traditional areas of occupation. 
 
Kaiteriteri and the surrounding area of 38 Kaiteriteri sandy bay hold significant cultural 
importance to both Ngāti Kuia and Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō. This area was once a site of 
permanent occupation for our Iwi before being displaced by the arrival of the Taranaki Tainui 
tribes in the 1830s. The property is located in close proximity to a traditional Pā/fortified 
village that was once occupied by the Kurahaupō Iwi. Additionally, there is a Wāhi 
Pakohe/Argillite working site nearby where toki Pakohe have been found. These sites serve 
as a surface-level indication of the traditional area of occupation and the level of significance 
of the area for the Kurahaupo Iwi. The area was primarily used for harvesting Kaimoana from 
the coastal area and Te Tai o Aorere, as well as for retreating from war parties and storing 
valuable resources, particularly Kumara. Some of this settlement is recorded in the National 
Archaeological Database with the remnants of fortified Pa postholes, terracing, middens, 
earth ovens, meta-argillite/Pakohe artefacts, and other working sites. Some of the sites have 
been dated as indigenous pre-1769, which predates the arrival of the Taranaki/Tainui tribes. 



 
 
 
 
Cultural Effects:  
Our usual practice is to evaluate the potential impacts of a proposal, but in this instance, we 
are conducting a retrospective assessment. The cultural values of Ngāti Kuia and Ngāti Apa ki 
te Rā Tō may have already been harmed by any negative effects, and without a cultural 
monitor on-site overseeing the works, any damage that has occurred may go unnoticed by 
those lacking proper cultural training. For our Whanau, any work done in culturally sensitive 
areas, where we are not enabled to be Kaitiaki, has a negative impact on our cultural values. 
We hope to collaborate with landowners who are proposing developments to educate them 
about our cultural values and significant places in a manner that is Mana enhancing for all 
parties involved. It is our desire that retrospective consents like this are not a repeat 
occurance, and that the community follows the correct procedures for works of this nature 
to help us protect our sites. 
 
 
Recommendations:  
 

1. It is understood that the applicant is apologetic, this needs to be addressed with Iwi 
representatives directly. 
 

2. Recognition of the cultural significance of the area to be pursued, this may be a wider 
project supported by TDC 

 
3. A site visit is conducted by an archaeologist and iwi monitor to assess if any damage 

to a site has occurred, further recommendations may be attained from this visit. 
 

 
 

     

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 

 

 
 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 


