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Pest of the month
Nassella tussock (Stipa trishotoma) and Chilean needle 
grass (Nassella neesiana) are introduced grasses from 
Central and South America that have become major 
pest plants in parts of New Zealand. Both have the 
potential to spread through Tasman and Nelson’s 
pastures.

Nassella tussock

Nassella tussock is difficult to control, 
unpalatable to stock and capable of 
invading pasture land. It is a prolific 
seeder (up to 120,000 per plant). The 
seeds remain viable for a long time in 
the ground and can be spread by wind, 
livestock, machinery and water. It was 
first identified as a pest on Canterbury 
farms in the 1940s and within a decade, 
it had forced some farmers off their farms.

It is difficult to distinguish from other tussock grasses, but during flowering 
time (between October and December), its purple flowers and seeds make 
it easier to identify. It can grow rapidly up to 0.7 m in height and up to 1 m 
in width. The dense fibrous roots have closely-packed swollen leaf bases, 
similar to shallots. The leaves are narrow, wiry and rough to touch. 

Nassella tussock is listed as a Progressive Control pest in the Regional 
Pest Management Strategy, requiring landowners to destroy all adult and 
juvenile plants. It can be found in Tasman and Nelson along the lower 
eastern hills, but it is capable of spreading well beyond this area. It is much 
more common in parts of Marlborough and there is concern about it being 
introduced in hay and mud or carried by machinery and vehicles. Vehicles 
and machinery working in Nassella areas should be cleaned before coming 
to Nelson or Tasman. 

Chilean needle grass

Although Chilean needle grass is not known to 
be present in Tasman or Nelson, it is present in 
the Blind River area (5000 ha) of Marlborough 
and the seeds can be carried in hay and mud or by 
machinery and vehicles. 

Chilean needle grass is also unpalatable to stock 
when seeding and it forms dense stands in pasture 
that rapidly reduce pasture productivity. However, 
its most destructive characteristic is the sharp 
seeds that can burrow through the skin of grazing 
animals and into the body muscles, causing 
abscesses and downgrading of the meat. It can also 
cause blindness in grazing lambs. It is known in 
South America as the “little dart”. The sharp hairy 
seeds can easily be picked up and spread to new sites on animals, vehicles, 
and humans. 

Plants grow to 1m high; the leaves are bright green and harsh to touch. 
The flowers have a purple tinge and ripen into hard sharp seeds with long 
twisting tails. The concern to our region is that machinery, stock and people 
moving between Marlborough and Nelson are potential pathways for this 
pest to arrive. Vehicles and machinery working in areas with Chilean needle 
grass should be cleaned before coming to Nelson or Tasman.

Council’s biosecurity officers can assist with identification and advice on 
treatment, Ph 03 543 8400.

Chilean needle grass.

Nassella tussock.

Targeted Rate 
for Community 
Boards retained
Tasman District Council declined a request 
from the Golden Bay Community Board and 
the Motueka Community Board to rescind the 
targeted rate funding the two boards.

Council was advised that it could not make 
a decision to repeal the targeted rate at this 
time as the grounds advanced did not meet the 
requirements of the Rating Act.

Council has also had legal advice confirming 
that the targeted rate is a legal option to use.

The majority of Councillors agreed it was not 
an appropriate time for the targeted rate issue to 
be raised, including several who had originally 
voted against the rate’s introduction. 

The appropriate process to review the targeted 
rate is through the 2009/2010 Annual Plan, 
which will start in March 2009.

Mayor Richard Kempthorne acknowledged that 
both Boards are living well within their budgets 
and if that continued lowering their budgets and 
their targeted rate could also be a future option 
to consider.

Grow potatoes 
in a bucket
The Motueka Community Board is 
organising a potato growing competition 
with an emphasis on community 
involvement. Board member Tara Forde 
said the Board was encouraging people to 
get involved with gardening, including those 
who don’t have the space for a traditional 
garden.

By growing potatoes in buckets minimal 
effort is required and she hopes a diverse 
range of people will take part.

People are encouraged to register for the 
competition on Sunday 23 November 2008 
at Community House, Decks Reserve, 
Wallace Street, Motueka at 11.00 am. They 
will be given a bucket and potato, along 
with lots of advice and help.

“We have lots of great prizes” said Tara. 
Funding for this project came from the 
Nelson Marlborough Nutrition and Physical 
Activity Programme, a Nelson Marlborough 
DHB initiated project supported by local 
councils, government agencies, and 
community health groups that aims to help 
people in the region, be more active and 
make healthier choices.




