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Pest of the month
Controlling pest plants the natural way
A natural way to control pest plants or animals is to 
introduce another plant or animal which will inhibit the 
spread. This is called biological control (biocontrol).
The aim of biocontrol of pest plants is to restore the balance 
between pest plants and the environment.  Biocontrol 
methods are best used when the desired outcome is not 
eradication, or when other control measures may cause 
unacceptable damage. Biocontrol is also good when 
alternative methods are not economically or physically 
possible.
Biocontrol has many advantages over other pest control 
measures. It is sustainable, has low ongoing costs, poses no 
human health concerns, and pests are controlled regardless 
of land ownership. Although there is a substantial cost in 
identifying, sourcing and testing suitable and acceptable 
agents (an organism that will attack the plant, like a fungus 
or insect) from overseas, the ongoing control of some pest 
plants by biocontrol agents can be justified
The Tasman-Nelson region has experienced substantial 
benefits from the control of ragwort in the last decade from 
the release of two biocontrol agents, the cinnabar moth and 
the ragwort flea beetle. A new agent (Ragwort Plume Moth), 
better suited to wetter parts of the region, is to be released 
later this year. 

Cinnabar Moth - The 
colourful red and brown 
cinnabar moth is now well 
established throughout 
the region where ragwort 
occurs and its large yellow 
and black caterpillars 
defoliate the ragwort plants, 
but the effect is limited as 
the plants may regrow.

Ragwort Flea Beetle - The small golden-brown ragwort flea 
beetle has become the most effective agent on ragwort. The 
grubs damage the rosettes during winter and kill the plant, 
achieving dramatic reductions in ragwort populations. 

Cinnabar Caterpillars.
Cinnabar Caterpillar.

College cool for 
Japanese student

Attending school and visiting the seaside have been highlights 
for 17 year-old Mami Tomiyoshi, who is living in Motueka this 
year as an exchange student through Council’s Friendly Towns 
programme.
Mami is from Kiyosato – Motueka’s sister town under 
the Friendly Towns agreement. Kiyosato is on Japan’s 
northernmost island Hokkaido, which is the second largest and 
least developed of Japan’s four main islands. The weather there 
is harsh in winter with lots of snowfall, sub-zero temperatures 
and frozen seas, while in summer it does not get as hot and 
humid as in the other parts of the country.
Mami’s parents are dairy farmers in Kiyosato. She lives with 
her two brothers and two sisters, plus grandparents who once 
ran the farm. Her hometown shares many similarities with 
Motueka, except the weather. It’s so cold in winter the family’s 
herd of 100 cows remains inside a large barn.
This is Mami’s final year at college. She has enjoyed 
sightseeing and making new friends and says her time at 
Motueka High School stands out as a favourite experience. 
School back home runs from 9am to 3.30pm and then Mami 
does three to four hours’ clarinet practise each night after 
school with the brass band she plays for. 
She will return home in November and complete the final 
three months of school there before starting university where 
she plans to study English on her way to becoming an air 
stewardess. 
Kiyosato and Motueka 
have enjoyed a 
friendship since 1990. 
There are regular 
exchanges of students 
and adults between 
the two towns. 
Richmond and 
Fujimi Machi also 
have an on-going 
exchange programme 
in place. In recent 
years Council also 
signed a friendly 
town agreement 
with Grootegast in 
Holland, to foster 
economic and cultural 
relations.

Mami Tomiyoshi is enjoying life at 
Motueka High as an exchange student.




