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Pest of the month
Biological control of pest plants
Biological controls (biocontrols) use one or more living 
organisms (usually insects or fungi) to control pest plants.  
Once a biocontrol agent is well established there is no need 
for further releases, although these agents may need human 
assistance to move to new sites. Selection of a control agent 
involves studying the plant in New Zealand to find if there 
is anything that is already damaging it; if not, it is then 
necessary to look at the natural enemies of the pest plant in 
its native range. Safety tests are then carried out to determine 
if the proposed biocontrol is likely to attack non-target plants.  
Permission is required from the Environmental Risk 
Management Authority (ERMA) to import the agent into 
secure conditions in New Zealand and again to release it 
from custody. This involves consultation with a number of 
interested parties.  
Biocontrols are most effective when complete eradication of 
the pest plant is not the aim. Biocontrol agents can reduce 
plant vigour, slow the spread of noxious weeds and can 
reduce existing infestations to a level that landowners can 
live with or can control using other methods. This is a slow 
process that may take years, as numbers of the biocontrol 
agent build up to a level where they are able to significantly 
affect pest plant populations. Some of the more vigorous 
pest plants may need two or more different agents to achieve 
effective control.
Biocontrols have advantages over other methods of control. 
They are sustainable, incur very little ongoing cost after 
successful establishment, pose no concern to human health, 
and are independent of land ownership.

Landowners who once had nodding thistle in this region have 
benefited substantially from biocontrol agents. A receptacle 
weevil was first released and has slowly dispersed with 
human assistance. Later, a gallfly was released. Both these 
agents damage the seeds. A third agent, the crown weevil, 
attacks the rosettes. These three agents have been highly 
effective in reducing the heavy infestations of nodding thistle 
that were once present in the region. 
Similarly, landowners with ragwort have benefited from 
biocontrol agents. It was once one of New Zealand’s four 
worst weeds because it was toxic to stock and displaced 
pasture. The introduction of the cinnabar moth, whose 
caterpillars defoliate plants, and more recently, the ragwort 
flea beetle, which damages the roots and crowns of rosette 
plants, has dramatically reduced ragwort populations. 
The Council, in association with other regional councils, 
contributes to the funding of a biocontrol research 
programme and to selection of the programmes for ongoing 

Receptacle weevil on 
nodding thistle.

Gallfly larvae in nodding 
thistle seed head.

You, your dog  
and council
Becoming a dog owner is a privilege. Your dog can be your 
best friend, or your most trusted work mate. Dogs ask very 
little in return for the years of devotion and loyalty they 
show their owners. No matter how little you deserve it, in 
your dog’s eyes you are their hero.  However, with privilege 
comes responsibility. You are taking on a commitment to 
look after your dog and to try to make its life as happy as 
possible. 
As a dog owner, you also have a responsibility to comply 
with the Dog Control Act 1996 in relation to the care and 
control of dogs. The legal responsibilities contained in the 
Act apply to all dog owners throughout New Zealand.
In addition there are local rules which apply within 
Tasman District. Under Council’s Bylaw, there are various 
restrictions, including where dogs can be exercised freely, 
where they must be kept under leash control, as well as 
limits being imposed on the number of dogs allowed to be 
kept, both in rural and urban areas.  
If you live in a rural area, and have dogs that are not working 
dogs, the size of the property dictates how many dogs you 
can keep. If you live on a rural property of up to one hectare 
you are allowed a maximum of two non-working dogs. If 
your property is larger than one hectare you are allowed a 
maximum of five non-working dogs. Should you want to 
keep more than the maximum number of dogs allowed on 
your property, you will need a Kennel Licence.  
If you live in a residential area the maximum number of dogs 
permitted is set by the rules in the Resource Management 
Plan. This stipulates a maximum of two dogs on one 
property are allowed. If you wish to keep three or more 
dogs in a residential area you need to first obtain a Resource 
Consent from Council. 
Details of how to apply for either a Resource Consent or 
Kennel Licence are available by contacting the Dog Control 
Administrator at Tasman District Council’s Richmond office, 
Ph 543 8400.




