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RESPONSES TO SURVEY ON MOTUEKA WARD RESERVES
Q1. Thinking about your favourite parks or reserves in Motueka Ward, what do you love about them? What
is it about them that makes you want to visit them again in future? Please include the reserve name/s in
your response.
Responses
Decks Reserve - playground is amazing, history walk, gardens.
Most visited = Decks Reserve, Sanctuary Ponds (family Christmas day picnics for 95-10 year olds!). Kumeras
and Riwaka Source also good Christmas Day places. Estuary Walkways great for bird life and seasonal
scenery variety.
Ledger Park: within easy walking, cycling distance from town centre, all suburbs. A connecting area to
Thorp Street, Golf Course, Kumeras, quay areas. Friendly to dogs. A hub to other parks, reserves and
walkways.
Secluded from High Street/town noise. View of mountains. Food forest garden being developed for the
whole Motueka community. Child-safe. Conducive to meeting neighbours. The new marble rocks to sit on,
converse with other people, rest on. Pethybridge Park: It is very well tended now, with replacements for
what were a dozen plus roses and lavender dead three years ago. The sign at the entrance is worthy of
repainting.
They are GREEN - in amongst suburbia, a place to relax (especially workers at lunchtime). Thorp Bush, Quay
Link, Decks Reserve and park reserve off Ledger Avenue with vegetables growing in it. Awesome. Rest
Awhile coming into Motueka, we need to light this up at night. Love the Salt Water Baths - unique, an asset
given tidal reliance.
Decks Reserve - The variety of plants and activities that are there, especially like the entrance arch off
Wallace Street. A good place to ride and walk. The beachfront reserves, again for riding and walking along.
Walking, cycling, taking grandkids to parks.
Taking grandchildren to playgrounds : Ledger Park, Waterfront Walkway (Janie Seddon).
Easy access to play with my kids and dog. Playgrounds that cater for different children age groups.
The Richards Recreational Reserve in Wildman Road (named after my father). It's well kept, great play
equipment and it has a toilet. So many people on a daily basis use it.
Relaxing and pleasant to walk through or cycle.
Decks reserve - the Japanese gardens are well kept with pleasantly aspects and comfortable seating.
Motueka beach reserve is scenic with pleasant BBQ facility and seating and maintained walk Thorp bush
woodland walkway
Decks Reserve- Love its closeness to town, good toilets nearby.
motueka beach reserve
Trewavas Street Reserve - Retain the various natural wild grasses and vegetation that now grows on the
area between the current pathway and the beach.
Sanctuary Pond - Very peaceful Inlet reserve - Great for biking and walking
Lots of fun playground equipment for children and pathways for scootering.....
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Seating at parks, shade and equipment that is good for a varied age range Thorps bush is the only motueka
playground that has decient shade in summer. Memorial Park playground looks unfinished since its
upgrade Decks reserve and Egington st are great
Decks Reserve. 'The Hub'. The Library should be moved there, so Laura Ingram Kindergarten can stay at its
current location.
Kaiteri: fenced, soft fall, fun, shade, tables, toilets Decks reserve, fun activities that challenge a range of
ages, toilets, big space for riding bikes etc, community hub, gardens Tasman, fun bike track for kids
Open, clean and safe are the key points I look for. With my toddler the park we use the most is Wildmans
Road
Wildman reserve as it is near where I live and a great place for my children to play.
Easy access to get to. Lots are within walking distance of the main centre.
Trewavas Street Foreshore Reserve I visit every day, as I live on Trewavas Street. It is wonderful to watch
the dawn colours and the pink reflections in the evenings. To now see the open sea through the breach is
splendid. I canoe/sail to the spit every week in summer. So the reserve is very important to me.
Old Wharf Motueka. We love walking and cycling to this site and hope the plan to restore the end of the
wharf is soon put into action. We would love to have a toilet facility at this site which is a favourite stopping
place for lunch for both local residents and tourists. Another favourite is Tapu Bay Reserve where we
frequently go for walks and swims and family time at the beach. This site really needs a toilet and a doggydoo bag dispenser as it is regularly used by people walking their dogs and playing with them in the water.
Thirdly one of our most visited tourist sites at Riwaka Resurgence has a very neglected (quite disgusting)
toilet with no hand-washing facitiy or dispenser. This toilet is desperately in need of an upgrade.
- Child friendly/family friendly - Community asset/value/well maintained - Relaxing and reflective
environment - The Brownacre mountain range forming a background which adds natural beauty to the
reserve - Lovely green space for children and families to play in and be together.
I love the native bush/plants and the open space, meaningful connection to local iwi, that you can have
recreational activities there (fishing, swim, sport, flying), they are (normally) clean and easy to find, and
they are close and so many. Riwaka Reserves and sports park, Riwaka Resurgence, Stephens Bay, Dummy
Bay and Tapu Reserves, Upper Moutere Recreation Reserve, Sanctuary Ponds Reserve, Moturoa Rabbit
Island, Motueka Memorial Park,
Motueka Quay, Motueka Beach Reserve, Thorp Bush, Decks Reserve, Mapua Waterfront Park, Linden Place
Reserve, Pethybridge Rose Garden, Trewavas Street Foreshore Reserve
In general, the parks and reserves are really good and well-maintained. However, our nearest one in
Glenaven Drive although tidy, must be the most boring of all. See 3 below.
Eginton Park a quiet space for all ages
Tapu Bay Mainly quiet and touristy.
Tapu bay Reserve. Safe place for children to swim. Nice lawn to play family games
Tapu Bay Reserve - Family friendly area with a safe swimming and a flat grassed area for games. The picnic
tables are an assest too.
The see-saw at Saltwater Baths playground. Memorial Park playground
Thorp's Bush - trees! Spent part of summer holidays in Invercargill. Queens Park is amazing. big trees. highly
visible park in the middle of town
I love Thorps Bush, the Kumeras, & the estuary walk because they are all close to town. They are beautiful
places, and great to walk the dog.
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We love Goodman Ledger park, Decks reserve, Memorial Park, frontage of the museum,Old Wharf area on
Motueka Quay
Thorps, Fearons Bush for the magnificant trees, picnics, education about local native trees old wharf road
picnic park- as per my submission Sandy bay stream for mistletoe on fivefinger s honey eater love this.
Decks reserve for play equipment Richards reserve in Wildmans road- play equipment and there are a few
trees along the edge where grandchildren like to play scary 'RAAH' games with g'pa & have picnic Japanese
gardens at Decks reserveplay various water and chasing/ hiding games with small children Brocklyn reserve
for native tree walk. Tapu bay bush along edge of sea. Education
Playground by saltwater pool.Beach front reserve alongside Trewavas St. Playground by the library.
Playground in
Wildman Road.Thorpe's bush . Estuary cycleway
Thorpe bush because of the huge native trees and birds. Decks reserve for kids playground and central
location.
The ones around the estuary walkway. I'm a regular dog walker so walk through, stop for a sit there. And
the playgrounds at the beach by the salt water pool and Sanderlane Dr/Tui close - I visit these when my
Grand children visit because one is close to the beach and the other very close to my house
Wildman Rd reserve and playground is lovely as it has shade and a great playground
Kaiteriteri or little kaiteriteri, by the beach and have toilet facilities. Also a decent playground in kaiteriteri
We visit Decks Reserve regularly as it is a convenient stop off for my 3 year old when we are shopping in
town. She loves all the play equipment and also loves riding her micro scooter round the nice smooth
concrete path circle. We also visit Riwaka wharf swings and Riwaka Memorial swings as we live in Riwaka.
Decks Reserve - central. great play park. Enjoy the japanese gardens and the plaques around the path.
Reserve behind library - great facility for everyone.
Q2. Can you identify any problems with the way any parks or reserves in Motueka Ward are currently
managed? Please tell us which reserve/s have management issues and explain what these are.
Responses
Riwaka park/ playground very basic. No imagination or challenges for the little ones
Decks Reserve area is great locality - space, so central, the memorial history trail is excellent. An on-site
toilet by the play area would help young families. Rubbish is a problem during tourist season. Drainage is an
occasional problem. Signage could be improved for visitors.
The Ledger Park canopy trees are growing into maturity and could use an up-to-date plan for replacement
as they start 'failing', as for instance the present four cherry trees on the West Side. Much dead wood in the
top half of them, despite recent Nelmac pruning. Pump station native planting needs additions to hide the
ugly pump station.
A maple on the East boundary is dying back (?)
Quay link old wharf a disgrace and as for new rock work, total waste of money, a target for vehicles to
damage.
More tables needed and reclamation work. A good start has been made - finish it. Very, very popular area.
Some of them are being compromised by the sea changing and encroaching. The beach reserve needs a
properly developed pathway through it. Local residents taking over the area as if they have ownership of it
may lead to others feeling excluded.
Just get the Hub built at Decks Reserve and include the library here at the Hub. It's too busy at Pah St for
expanding the library there. I don't support expanding the library on Pah Street.
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Dragging out of library/The Hub discussions ...
Seems to take a long time to repair damaged play ground equipment, hard to explain to a 3 yr old!! Length
of time library move/expansion process is taking. Prickles in the lawn around Memorial Park playground.
I have no issues with the management of parks and reserves. I have rung the TDC (Glenn Thorn) when
something has gone wrong at Richards Recreation Reserve and it's immediately followed up.
All good
Parker Street Reserve is too small for the oak trees on that space and as such they reduce enjoyment of
residential spaces and the reserve.
Decks Reserve - I feel it should be used more often, the Kai fest showed what can be done. I feel the hut
near the Japanese garden should be open to the park as well as the garden. I have often seen it as a place
for intimacy, if I can be so polite and smoking, with an odor less desirable.
motueka beach reserve problems freedom campers area. Council not managing camping ground
consistently. Patrol officer seems to have stopped coming after Feb there now are several permanant
campers living there one person has a bus which is almost always in the camp and a car readily available
parked for usage outside the gate,others spend the majority of the time here coming and going.The toilet
and shower is constantly used by campers who are supposed to be selfcontained . No markings where
camp begins and ends . Rubbish bins over flowing due to large volumns of rubbishs emptyed from cars and
vans who are day campers .Carpark currently treated as allday campsite people sometimes moving on after
10pm but sometimes stay all night .Some campers have several dogs running around allday one had 5.
Trewavas Street Reserve - We live close to this Reserve and have a real problem with the five large poplar
trees in the vicinity of house numbers 31 to 39 Trewavas Street. These close together trees shed their
leaves every year during April and May. This means that each year in excess of FIVE MILLION leaves come
down in that two month period and due to wind conditions many of those leaves end up on local roofs and
gutters. We are supposed to make sure our gutters are free of leaves, twigs etc to avoid overflowing water
whenever rainfall is forecast. This last Easter during and after the rain, I spent hours cleaning all the tree
leaves and other tree rubbish from my roof. A simple solution to these tree problems would be to cut down
those five old and overgrown trees and replace them with more appropriate evergreen trees. The five
poplar trees could be sold to a firewood supplier which would cut down the cost to the council. At age 75 I
am getting past climbing ladders and getting on the roof to remove leaves etc that really belong to the
council.
Flooding around Sanctuary Pond after heavy rain. More and larger rubbish bins needed at the Salt water
baths camping area.
More picnic tables at decks reserve and a shade sail for summer Another picnic table at Wilson crescent
reserve
There seems to be less funding for good parks and playgrounds in the motueka district. The pitiful
playground up grade that Memorial park recieved is an example, where is the seesaw they took away and
never replaced?
Storm water issues memorial park
Thorp's Bush. Cut back the under growth and expose it more. It's a bloody Mess!
Clover! Bee stings. We stay away when there is slot of flowers. Mowing doesn't help it needs spraying.
Riwaka and decks reserve are the ones we visit the most with the problem
Thorps Bush is far to enclosed. The big bush area makes me feel unsafe especially with the groups of yobs
who are often there.
The playground in the memorial park floods and loses all its bark whenever there is heavy rain.
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I have an issue with the playground in Memorial Park. It has had broken children's equipment for sometime
now that has never been replaced. The green spinning equipment is not safe for children as many start to
spin and connot stop. Resulting in children becoming distressed. On many occasions I have stopped to help
children. I have already mentioned this to two different organisations including TDC and nothing has
changed.
(1) No real problems, though it would be good to see the remaining pines removed from reserve to west of
Trewavas Street (i.e. Link Park/York Place) and the natives lowered in height a little. (2) Sometimes it takes
the Council a while to clear fallen branches in the less used path in Thorp Bush.
As above
Thorps Bush feels scary and threatening - why?
Not prepared for overuse or misuse. Riwaka Resurgence and Cobb valley in the summer was muddy, smelt
like human excrement, and had paper and rubbish left behind. Most places it’s just rubbish or damage to
plants but It was sad to see the state of Resurgence.
Being very clear about what council can /cannot do and being clear about funds available.
Yes. Council workers not employed to clean up residents gardens bordering reserve where people defecate
due to no toilet
Tapu Bay Reserve could do with a single public toilet.
I'd like to see some more care and attention out into the playground at memorial park. There are heaps of
prickles in the grass right around the barked area. It makes me quite angry when the kids get a foot full of
prickles when I look across the path to see the flower gardens adjacent getting replaced really regularly and
the cricket and soccer fields getting worked on almost everyday. A lot of children use the playground and
they should be able to use in barefeet (its much easier to climb the new climbing frame in barefeet than
wearing shoes).
Thorp's Bush has inappropriate plantings. New plants that were never there previously - eco sourced?
poorly maintained paths - poor visibility lines for walkers/cyclists. Extend it to High St so that it's obvious to
everyone and seen as an asset. I know that would be expensive and long term but planning is what
Motueka has lacked. Thorp Drain has a lack of trees (planning again) so no shade is summer. Great to have
the walkway thru Rugby Park but still staggeringly ugly. Is there anyone creative in Parks?
Thorps Bush feels like its not looked after. The tracks are over grown, I always feel slightly anxious walking
through there on my own. Thorps bush should be more open & welcoming. A great example of how it could
be is Isel Park. More welcoming for kids and families. The High st intersection by Woodlands Ave is difficult
& dangerous to cross with kids. Thorps bush should have better access & be more connected to High St.
Old Wharf area generally looks tatty and unloved. There is quite often rubbish on the ground (not the TDCs
fault!)
Five finger trees being chopped (ostensibly for views?) Too many weed trees and weeds in Thorps- as per
my submission Decks reserve needs more all age play equipment. Its a bit boring and there are not enough
swings to go around ever. Tapu bay neighbours encroaching on public land
No.All good apart from bumpy track for cycling/buggy walking along Trewavas beachfront reserve.
Lack of challenging play grounds in Riwaka Brooklyn.
I think they are actually managed is OK they're all generally neat but some of the play equipment is a bit old
and run down, in particular the playground in Thorp Bush
There is no reserve that has it all in a central location. Decks reservery is okay but someone should of
planted some decent trees for shade and thorns bush has potential but it looks tired and is kind of dirty
lookinh
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Decks reserve and the Riwaka reserves could do with some shade put in near the play equipment. My little
one isn't too keen in the bark chips that are put down on the ground as when she falls down on it she gets a
rash ans tiny little splinters/spikes in her skin.
Thorp Park - a bit scary to actually take the kids to the play park.
Q3. What (if anything) could Council do to improve parks and reserves in Motueka Ward?Select the projects
you think should be a priority and/or tell us your suggestions in the comment box below.
I like the parks and reserves just the way they are – please don’t change them!
Provide or upgrade playground equipment (please tell us where and why in the comment box below)
Provide more toilets and/or upgrade existing toilet facilities (please tell us where and why in the
comment box below)
Improve signs and information (please tell us where and why in the comment box below)
Add or upgrade paths/walkways/cycleways (please tell us where and why in the comment box
below)

7%
50%
48%
22%
17%

My suggestions for improving parks and reserves are:
Riwaka has a growing young community and the school roll is continuing to grow! There is no playground for
our young community other than the very old swings at both reserves - very sad facilities
More imaginative apparatus, don't rely on the school as when school is running the little ones have nothing
apart from a swing really. Be nicer to see an actual Play area for the little ones plus juniors
Toilet by play area in Decks Reserve. Toilet in Wildman Road playground - cyclists could also benefit. This
area could also have more activities for children and extra seating in shade and sun. Needs to be signaged
better. Our beautiful river is hugely under-valued and under used because of limited access. How to remedy
this without adding to pollution problems needs careful thinking. As an ex-North Islander (over 50 years ago),
I still value every time I can get down to this river!
As people are more and more attracted to Ledger Park, a picnic table and rubbish bin will be useable, which
implies an adjacent toilet, preferably compost. At present the nearest public toilet is next to the iSite. I have
asked to speak with Lynn Hall directly about finishing the Ledger Park footpath, which has been mooted
since 2001 on the official park map. Soggy nature of two or three areas at Ledger Park may require added
drainage for Spring, Winter, Autumn.
As above, Quay Link is an asset, where erosion is taking place - fix it. Don't close off areas FIX THEM. Such a
popular fabulous place, embrace it. Lights needed, more and along foreshore walkway from Glenhaven
Drive to Golf Course. Remove every second gum tree (rubbish from them and falling boughs extremely
dangerous), to be later replaced with NZ natives, then eventually [remove] remaining gum trees. Easier on
bumps/humps in road which are quickly returning. Have seen two near deaths. Max at age 90 and girl on
bike about 13 yrs old, near misses with falling branches. Rest Awhile coming into Motueka, we need to light
this up at night.
Goodman Ponds - a water feature for playing at. Many possibilities are available. Upgrade Stephens Bay
toilet. How do you get people to keep their own property vegetation from encroaching over the footpath?
Some places push you off the footpath, especially in a scooter, using a buggy and walking two abreast.
Drinking fountains for humans and dogs at popular parks/playgrounds (Decks Reserve, Memorial Park), just
like Mapua have got. Closer toilets to these playgrounds too.
Toilets closer to Decks Reserve and Memorial Park playgrounds would be fantastic. A drinking water
fountain and dog drinking at bottom would be awesome (like Mapua has).
Toilets closer to Memorial Park and Decks Reserve playground would be fantastic. Also more fruit trees
planted and water fountains like Mapua has.
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I believe the parks and reserves are well cared for and have great play equipment and just continue as they
are.
Motueka beach reserve needs more toilets and an upgrade of the existing facilities. Parker Street reserve
needs to have one of the trees removed because it is leaning and this is hazardous with oak trees in
particular. The trees need to be reduced in height to Allow more light on the reserve and surrounding
properties and space. The trees make a mess of the road, walkways and surrounding residential gardens
with branches, leaves and debris.
We need a one way system if Decks reserve is to continue to be a location for markets and small festivals
such as the kai Fest. A simple ramp system into Wallace street or behind the I-Site could work. The access
near Community House needs more gravel to stop it becoming muddy.
to patrol area consistentily and all year round , have better signage and rules around parking times etc
.remove shower as locals are not using just a magnet for day campers to shower and do washing whichs
hangs in car park and clean out vans
Mainly I like the parks and reserves just the way they are, but please make sure large trees are really
appropriate for each particular reserve and not a nuisance to residents who happen to live nearby. Where
possible pathways could be made wider for safety reasons because they are now used by walkers ,runners,
cyclists, young children, prams, pushchairs and animals.
Better clearer signage at the freedom camping area showing toilets location and the rules for staying at the
park. Decide on a maximum number of vans that can stay at any one time and enforce this rule. The area is
far too crowded at times which is not a good look or sustainable for the facilities to manage. To solve the
problem of overcrowding at the other freedom camping area near the Talleys wharf, also limit the number
of vans allowed.
Many councils adopt this policy to prevent overcrowding of their freedom camping areas.
I fully support the develop of "the hub" at decks reserve to include a new library and move the library away
from its current location. That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given some long term tenure security when
the library moves to "the hub" at Decks Reserve. That the council brings forward the planned date for "the
hub" feasibility study.
Shade sails at Decks Reserve and more seating Cleaning up Thorps Bush so it is less creepy, cut all the
foliage that is next to the New World access so there is a clear line of vision, and add more seating Add
some toddler friendly equipment at Memorial Park The residents of Riwaka would love a playground , we
currently only have swings Drinking fountians at parks would be nice I fully support the develop of "the
hub" at decks reserve to include a new library and move the library away from its current location.
A hub housing community services, including a library at decks reserve
I fully support the development of “The Hub” at Decks Reserve to include a new library and move the
library away from its current location.
I support the development of 'the hub' at Decks Reserve to include a new library and move the current
library away from its current location. That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given some long term land tenure
security when the library moves to 'the hub'. With parking, there is loads already, people are just lazy and
don't want to walk a few extra steps. there is the warehouse car park, the old car yard site and mitre ten
has plently of parking, open up the grass area by rugby park and do that up for a car park, there's decks
with its parking and side streets. Do you really think moving a local kindergarten is the answer to make way
for car parking? I don't agree with it at all. That kindergarten has a lot of memories for many locals. It would
be such a shame to see it go and moved away from its current location. Also Decks Reserve is in need of a
water fountain. And shade over the picnic tables. During the warmer seasons it gets very hot, and kids
forget drink bottles.
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Ted reed reserve in riwaka is a park that is used a lot. We have a young family community and it's location
on the great taste trale makes it a popular stopping point for riders and family's. A playground and toilets
would be a great asset to our growing community. The memorial reserve at the other end of school rd has
swings and an existing toilet but these are in need of upgrading given the use they are now getting with
Mrs Smith's cafe clients using them along with all the cycle traffic from the trail. I don't see this as the pest
option for a playground upgrade as the space is limited. A playground at TED reed reserve would enhance
the existing space. It would just need some additional infrastructure such as toilets and a few more shade
trees
Riwaka needs a new play park. The swings at the end of Lodder Lane is all we have.
The toilets attached to memorial hall are usually full of people washing their dishes and clothes so not easy
or nice to access.
Provide safer equipment for Memorial Park playground Provide more hygenic toilet facilities through
Motueka including somewhere for parents to change children and heat up baby bottles.
No need for more facilities - keep the environment as green as possible - i.e. limit the buildings, signage,
concrete in general.
I think we are very fortunate in Motueka to have so many lovely parks and reserves and we really
appreciate them when cycling or walking.
The reserve off Tillson Crescent is a lovely community asset. Perhaps: (1) another couple of trees (e.g. silk
trees) for more shelter on hot days. (2) another picnic table (3) sailcloth cover over the playground
equipment would provide additional shelter on hot days for children playing on the playground equipment.
It is hard to distinguish between private and public grounds. I think the wooden signs are nice but don’t
explain anything and are hard to see. I’m not sure what info is out there via parks but it would be good if all
parks had a place that said where other parks where and what you can and cannot do there, e.g. freedom
camping. Also what purpose and/or connection it may have to tangata whenua.
The Glenaven Reserve could really benefit from just a few basic plantings of some specimen trees, eg Oaks
or Liquidambers, not just scruffy natives! Don't need anything too flash or high maintenance, but just
something that reflects the changing seasons, and provides a bit of shade in the summer with a couple of
seats. Then the reserve would become more of a place to visit than just somewhere to cut through. Maybe
some play equipment would be nice. The area has mainly an elderly population, but even so, it would be
good to have somewhere to take the grandchildren. I think the nearest to us is way over by the Saltwater
baths, and it is too far for the little ones to walk.
Eginton Park between Moffatt & Pethybridge Streets. If there was walkway/cycleway link from Walnut
Drive it would provide easier access for those residents living in the NE of Motueka. Currently the northern
end of the park is fenced off but should access be provided via the proposed subdivision between Walnut
Drive and Thorpe Street it would provide greater access.
Provision of unisex toilet in discrete place on Tapu Bay reserve Suggest near boat ramp in corner
Provide a toilet at Tapu Bay New walkway proposed would bring more people to Tapu Bay Reserve who will
need to 'Hold on ' or do as they do now and use residents gardens. Just lovely to garden in Tapu bay
I am looking forward to seeing a path from tapu bay to Anarewa point. This will open up the access
wonderfully
See the above box.
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No visible family Park on High St. As a family man and traveller its what we look for in a stop eg big park in
Culverden, Takaka, Caroline Bay, Queen's Park, Wanaka foreshore. Originality in a Park. Oamaru steampunk theme. can we have a rotating barrel - think Hamsters. they are everywhere down South.
Cycleways for commuters. Whakarewa St for High School students. High St between CBD and clocktower on
road - very few cars park there as its narrow, most cyclists intimidated and ride on footpath. Multi use path
from Woodman's cnr Motueka Valley to Mot bridge. Again planning. At a loss to understand why this hasn't
happened. Bikes horses people dogs.... Mot bridge should be a Park and have a toilet on the Riwaka side at
entrance above stopbank. the clip-on is magic. Great to jump off too. Signs on the Mot river showing
people where to swim. Mot river is an asset under-utilised. Trees for Rugby Park walkway. Replace large
trees on North side of Memorial Park. Big trees should be on the South side. Replant now. If the Library is
to move, then move it to West of Thorp's Bush. The delight of current Library is it's place among trees and
it's ease of access.
Drinking fountains in Thorps bush, decks reserve & High St. More picnic tables in Decks reserve. Better
playground in Thorps bush. More open paths & lighting in Thorps bush. Water fountain or paddling pool in
Thorps bush.
Motueka gets so hot but there are no water features in town to cool off. Richmond has one in Queens St.
Goodman Ledger Park: please can you add a "baby swing" for the under twos, and a park seat or two for
mum to sit and breast feed while the older ones play, or for Great Nana to watch and enjoy the children.
(Great Nanas cant stand very long or sit on the new rocks very comfortably). We love the park and the food
forest area and how much more it is used now. For those of us who live and work here, not just the
tourists, it would be great to see the front of the museum area upgraded with seats, sails, planted areas so
we can sit and enjoy our lunch/coffee. The Muses area is great but can we sit there with our sushi or home
made sandwiches ? At the moment it feels like an area you walk through, rather than sit and greet friends.
The centre of our town? The Old wharf area: needs a total landscape and new signage.This area is a huge
part of the history of the town and could be a great picnic area and place to reflect. Thorp Bush is such a
beautiful place but the people hanging around it are often off- putting.
Decks reserve needs more all-age play equipment and put small playground nearer to swings with seating
for mum's. Thorps remove the play area with fort etc.(wet and spooky). Put in a small play area closer to
swings and seats for mums.-see my submission on Thorps. More signs pointing out toilets would be useful
for tourists- as someone said the locals know where they are but tourists can't find them- even if they want
to. A toilet at the res-awhile i.e. entrance to Motueka, would be a useful addition as a lot of people stop
there all the time but there is no toilet (where do they 'go'!). A pipe to the sewer could likely be installed
through the waterway pipe drain under the road so that the cost is kept to minimum. (It would be good to
install a self cleaning toilet there as so many people are likely to use it- and its likely to get more and more
use as time goes on.) More all age and modern fun play places would be on my wish list as most of them
are pretty boring.
Just make aa nice little path along the beachfront reserve so you can look at the amazing scenery instead of
having to look down all the time so you don't trip over. Nothing high tech.Just like the estuary walkway.
Otherwise very happy with reserves and playgrounds. Possibly upgrade the saltwater pool which has many
visitors over summer.
Riwaka needs better kids playground. More bird friendly plantings in all parks. Safe fenced playground 4
little ones with adequate shade areas perhaps near library.
Yes definitely upgrade playground equipment in Thorp bush and the beach playground play equipment also
a bit tired. Keep it simple, just a few basic things done well
Eginton playground and that could really do with some toilets. Also Riwaka could do with a playground the
swing just aren't enough. Riwaka is a growing community with lots of young families and we could do with
a decent playground which isn't at the school.
Riwaka memorial park on school road/main road corner is beautiful but the playground is tired and limited.
The toilets and cycle track are there, it is central to Riwaka, i just feel it could do with an upgrade. I do know
there are some parks in motueka that you only really know about if you love near them. Would good to
know where the good kiday friendly parks are with toilets
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Decks reserve toilets are sometimes a bit grim as it gets used a lot by tourists and not just locals. Provision
of shade at all reserves that don't have any. The main ones for us are Decks Reserve and Riwaka Reserves.
Would really like some more equipment in Riwaka. It is a growing area with loads of kids. A proper
playground at the Riwaka Reserve would be amazing. No toilets at Reserve behind library or in Riwaka.
Q4. What is your future vision for parks and reserves? How would you like them to be 10 to 20 years from
now, or beyond? Tell us whether your answer relates to all parks and reserves in Motueka Ward, or specific
ones only (please name these).
Responses
As above for riwaka,
Some drive-in parks would be great for the less mobile. My elderly mother-in-law used to really enjoy the
springtime drive through Isel Park. I have taken frail friends close to Motueka River by driving to the treed
area opposite Pokororo Hall - an excellent spot, but quite a trip. Riwaka Source is another favourite.
I would like to see a (gradual) inclusion of edible trees, particularly nut trees, in suitable areas of every park
and amenity plantings (perennials) emphasised - a food self-sufficiency move that encourages sharing and
using the space better. Envisioning possible food shortages in the future, and in case of transport difficulties
related to climate change.
Safe, well lit, accessible for all walks of life (including [those with] disabilities) and maintained. Motueka
well served by voluntary sector, not always so by Council.
I would like to see natives planted where they can be, especially ones that attract native birds. I also like
seeing the food plants added into some of the reserves. I think we need some wild areas - grassy and
meadow-like to encourage insects and butterflies and lizards. The latter seem to have diminished greatly.
Not everywhere neat and tidy.
Still have playgrounds for the kids and places to exercise dogs. That the library will be included in the Hub at
Decks Reserve.
That the Motueka Library be shifted to be in 'The Hub' at Decks Reserve. And Laura Ingram Kindy is able to
stay where it is.
Library relocated to Decks Reserve. Laura Ingram kindy still in the fantastic location it is in. It's close to
Memorial Park and kids can play there. Thorp Bush managed for the very special piece of forest that it is.
Less bark and edge effects; encourage bird population back - school involvement??
I believe the grounds and equipment should be well maintained on all reserves and parks. Wildmans Road
(Richards Reserve) is always cared for. The Council do a great job.
Look forward to all the plantings by volunteers and Council growing and filling the empty spaces and
creating shade etc.
Well cared for, sensibly sized and in harmony with surroundings.
Decks reserve should be used more for public events, such as picnics and music.
managed well
Everywhere more parks and reserves and enlarge existing ones where possible.
They should be maintained to a high standard to give visitors a clear indication that Motueka residents take
pride in their parks and reserves.
As above
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• That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given some long term land tenure security when the library moves to
“The Hub” at Decks Reserve • That the council brings forward the planned date for the “The Hub” feasibility
study.
The hub at desks reserve
Thorps Bush, I would love to see it cleaned up, better lighting at night time. better play ground.
An investigation into parks and along the taste trail would be prudent. Upgrading Some to have toilets,
shade and tables would enhance thus asset in our region. I would love to see a practice cycle park like they
have in Avalon park in Lower Hutt. This gives the opportunity for kids to practice riding on a pretend road as
it has intersections, crossings and a variety of road challenges for kids to learn about in a safe environment.
There is a growing outdoor fitness trend in motueka. Tahuna has a great fitness circuit and body weight
work out machines. I would live to see one if these in motueka. A destination playground such as the
Margaret mayhe one and Avalon park would add value to motueka as a visitor destination. A
More picnic tables and BBQ areas would be great in some of the parks
I would love to see 'the hub' established in decks reserve including a new upgraded library taking the
pressure off of the present sight of the library and surrounding facilities.
Very similar just continued to be maintained and well presented.
I didn't realise there were so many reserves, so now I know I will look them out. In 10/20 years time hope
they are all still there and looked after. Will have to keep an eye on the erosion at the beach and maybe
make remedial actions usual natural materials (sea level rising!).
A continual commitment to retain lovely green spaces in the Motueka area, as an investment in population
social wellbeing rather than a focus on economic costs of maintenance of the reserves, albeit this is also an
important consideration, to keep in balance, not a priority!
I’d like parks/reserves to have a particular purpose (spiritual, play, food, senses, sport, flying etc), to
educate people and to keep us connected to the community and nature. Riwaka Resurgence has a spiritual
purpose, the Sanctuary Ponds have an environmental purpose, Pethybridge Rose Garden is a traditional
British garden that I think is meaningful to the older generation and smells good!
sustainable with no environmental impact from on-going use... so that people can continue to enjoy
Tapu Bay Reserve
Clean, accessible and family friendly
Trees not shrubs. Smaller sections mean residential properties have less trees. Our Parks can help balance
that.
Thorps bush could be a mini version of Queens Park in Invercargil- a fun, welcoming place to hang ou.
We are fortunate to have the reserves we do. We need to ensure more reserves are created with the new
subdivisions and that they are mobility scooter friendly for our grandparents and parents.
My first priority and wish would be for Thorp's and Fearon's bush to be cared for, weeds removed and
managed so that the amazing trees as well as the underbush will survive and thrive.- see my submissions.
Brooklyn reservetree part- is important also and needs caring for and Tapu Bay trees along the coast- beach
tree etc- and Sandy bay fivefingers and beach trees on the other side. I would like to see TDC caring for
beech trees such as those at Kaiteritrei and not chopping them down for telephone towers. It makes such a
blot on the landscape when this happens. My heart still bleeds when I go to little Kaiteriteri and see where
the beautiful 80year old beach was cut down. Surely it could have maybe just been trimmed a little or
tower put somewhere else. More consideration needs to be given before chopping down older trees
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especially since they take so long to grow. Pangatotara reserve is a great river reserve and could be better
cared for.
See above. Please take no notice of residents living beside the beachfront path. Most of them are very
possessive about their space and prefer to keep this jewel to themselves i.e. undeveloped.
like the idea of planting fruiting plants as is starting to happen now. Important not to over develop some
areas, like round the estuary, keep it looking natural
Keep or make them family friendly for all age groups to enjoy.
Q5. Population projections indicate that Motueka town will continue to grow steadily over time. As with
other parts of Tasman District, the population is also ageing. Thinking about these trends, what new parks
and reserves (and associated facilities) do you think will be needed in the longer-term?
Responses
Definitely more parks, play areas, even perhaps an obstacle course to challenge kids. More fun
Easy access for mobility carts, electric trikes/bikes, wheelchairs. Likewise toilet facilities that are suitable for
such. Plenty of shade areas and picnic tables. Fruit and nut trees where possible and some cheerful colour
plantings, water features, murals, "outdoor art" spaces.
Raised beds to facilitate elder access to the aforementioned expansion of food forests - encouraging elder
participation, especially in parks and reserves sited in lower income areas. The present Community Garden
is a fine example.
Water front quay link is popular, especially with elderly. More picnic tables but please not as they are at
present, which find hard to enter onto. Make seat separate from the table. Likewise, new design of picnic
table needed in existing parks (Goodman, Thorp Bush). Swings, slide in Claire Place Reserve for children.
Table and chairs for walkers and family to stop awhile.
I understand that all new subdivisions are required to add reserves. Shade trees and outdoor picnic tables
are always helpful.
Library and council services relocate to Decks Reserve. Its a more central location for ageing folk to
walk/cycle to.
Too busy on Pah Street already.
Library and council services to relocate to Decks Reserve. More central location and easier access. It's
already too busy on Pah Street with Parklands School and Countdown.
Easy access for walking and wheels. Maybe some exercise machines at public parks?
In Motueka + area, we have many parks and reserves. Maybe in a big new housing development, provision
would be made for one in that area.
Is sufficient providing present ones are well cared for and walkways/cycle tracks improved where
necessary.
Wider pathways, more bins on pathways popular with dog walkers, height restrictions on trees planted in
residential areas, additional seating along walkways.
As many new parks and reserves as possible.
Give the NZMCA as much assistance as possible to complete an overnight parking area for their club
members. This can only bring benefits to our town to have all these extra visitors in town. The parking area
is being planned for an area behind the community gardens off Old Wharf Road.
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As above
better toilet facilities
I fully support the develop of "the hub" at decks reserve to include a new library and move the library away
from its current location. That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given some long term tenure security when
the library moves to "the hub" at Decks Reserve. That the council brings forward the planned date for "the
hub" feasibility study.
n/a
A queens garden like Nelson one would provide a fabulous place for our community to walk, relax and play
Riwaka needs more play parks
The hub is needed to take the pressure off of the senior citizens hall and the laura Ingram kindergarten and
to leave them in their current premises.
Parents room More public toilets A playgound in Riwaka
No more needed - there is NOT a problem with overpopulation. Also an ageing population tends to look
after and appreciate the reserves.
I think the problem of freedom camping needs addressing and I think it should be addressed at source ie:
no vehicle shoud be hired commercially that is not provided with self-contained facilities.
Perhaps facilities that meet young people activities and activities for the ageing population, as well as
children.
With home growth comes lack of home outdoor space which is why parks are important. I think having the
different parks functional for a wide variety of activities (e.g. skate park) while also being aesthetically
pleasing, is important.
Also having small indoor spaces available to the public in particular parks would be good for upcoming
growth.
N/A
Better parking at Stephens Bay. Currently residents enjoy and treat as their own their huge grass berms
which could be used for parking. Signs for larger trailer boat parks used by cars as signs keep being
removed
Extending Thorp's Bush to High St. Creating a pocket Park in the CBD. A Bush Belt from Whakarewa to King
Edward when subdivision goes ahead. A walkway from Thorp's Bush to Thorp St (Totara Park)
Thorps bush is next to Woodlands Rest Home. Needs to be more open & feel safer. High St needs to be
easier to cross.
as above
More and more older people are taking to the walkways for exercise. It would be great to have a walkway
on the western side of Motueka which goes down to the river. There are plenty of road reserves to the
river where a walkway could go but they have all been fenced in by farmers. Seats are great for older
people to rest for a bit while walking & to chat and admire the view- or grandchildren. There are always
lots of grandchildren in Motueka, so its helpful to have places which are easily accessible close by, as well
as things for grandchildren to do- such as playgrounds.
Pool that is available all year round.
More native tree areas like Thorp bush. Planted with large trees not just native shrubs.
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Keep including parks reserves in any new subdivisions. And walk cycle ways suitable for all ages
If for aging population, then clearer and better paths that are central and easily accessible
Q6. Would you like to see a 'Destination Playground' installed at one of the parks or reserves in Motueka
town?A destination playground has a larger range of playground equipment than usually provided in small
urban parks (the playground at Tahunanui Beach is an example of a destination playground).
YES = 72% NO = 28% (43 respondents)
Please tell us why you selected yes or no. If you chose 'yes', which park/reserve do you think would be the
best location for a destination playground?
Riwaka!
I think it would be great for tourists and kids locally alike. There is not much low cost excitement for our wee
ones
Not yet. My kids and grandkids and visitors have enjoyed all the park areas, especially Saltwater Baths
playground, Wildman Road, Ruby Bay, Kaiteriteri, Decks Reserve, plus day and stay trips to Quinney's Bush of
course! Also rock huts at the Kumeras and areas of Motueka River.
Decks Reserve, especially if that reserve is part of a community hub in that vicinity.
Think younger folk/families better suited to answer this!
Yes, maybe? Tahunanui has the advantage of a nearby swimmable beach. The closest we have is the
Saltwater Baths. Not ideal. Possibly Goodmans Ponds as there is parking nearby. Maybe a "play" water
feature could be added and there are other play areas nearby.
Decks Reserve. To compliment new library + Hub.
Decks Reserve, would compliment new library + Hub.
Decks Reserve. Very close, easy to signpost for visitors. Close to 'The Hub' library. Include water fountains (or
water play!!) plus fruit trees.
The sports ground s by the Motueka Library would be a good place, or add to the already play equipment at
Decks Reserve.
Playgrounds are not used very much at present. I often find these empty.
Beach reserve has the space and would be an ideal destination. We haven't made enough of the port and
beach reserve for local people instead it is dominated by freedom campers and is often a cause for concern
to resident living nearby. Using the space that surrounds the beach reserve and further developing the
beach reserve would be ideal for raising the profile and image of Motueka as a beautiful coastal town.
Yes, I think adults can gain alot from this style of equipment. It also means more parents coming out with
the kids to enjoy these spaces.
lot of nice little ones around already
Not appropriate for Motueka.
It would provide an easy to access childrens playground for visiting families. The smaller reserves are OK
but are not easily found by our tourists.

Page 17

Decks reserve - build on the existing playground with a couple more options for older kids like the climbing
spider frame. Decks reserve is most Central Park and with easy access to the town and shops it is very
popular. Also with the Sunday market....
Decks
By the saltwater baths on the seafront.
Thorps Bush, it has the space. Just needs to be cleaned up!!
TED reed reserve. Is in need of a upgraded playground, is on the cycle trail making it a good family
destination ride, parking opportunity on vacant land on lodders lane/ school rd corner.
I don't think anything that big would be necessary here in Mot
The playgrounds are of a good size for each space available.
Great idea for a playgound to cater for children of all ages as many of our playgouunds are not challenging
the older children or unsafe for younger children. Decks reserve would be the ideal spot
From my observations the playgrounds in Motueka are underutilised now, so no need for upgraded ones.
Do some quantitative research first - not just because someone else has something!
Deck's Reserve
(1) Decks Reserve or even (2) Thorps Bush, to help elevate the rather sombre atmosphere at Thorps Bush,
may be locations to consider for such an endeavour/development.
Tahunanui Beach destination playground is awesome. It’s length creates different spaces to be without
being amongst others. I think it would do best along the main road somewhere so visitors could see it.
Reserve not big enough unless all reclaimed right along beach frontage
Would attract visitors to the area
Either Memorial Park or Decks Reserve. Probably need to build toilets closer to these playgrounds if they
got extended. Both are handy to town and have parking options close by.
Needs to be visible from High Street. Buy 3 sections on cnr of High and Woodlands. Motueka is a tourist
town, give them something
Thorps Bush!
Decks reserve. Lot of children come to this reserve and hub likely(hopefully soon) to be made in this
vicinity.
The playgrounds we have are great
Because kids are the future and we should invest in them and value families. Decks reserve is obvious
choice could be park of new library development.
Hmm not really sure about this one, had never considered it before. Best left to families with children to
decide. But I don't think it's a priority.
I think Decks reserve would be great for a destination playground, as there is lots of parking and lots of
room and its close to town.
I think a wider range of smaller urban parks is better.
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Yes as it would mean spending a good amount of money on one place rather than small amounts at many
places.
The playground at ramauti beach is awesome! Something like that would be great
Decks Reserve would be ideal for this.
Q7. Over recent years there has been discussion about the need for a community hub to be built in
Motueka, to house the Tasman District Council library and service centre, along with other facilities (e.g. art
display area, youth area etc). Do you think that a community hub is needed and affordable?
YES = 79% NO = 21% (43 respondents)
Please explain why you answered yes or no.
I'd like to think it's affordable
Not yet. Coast and space a problem.
I do think it is needed; whether affordable I doubt, but I am not versed in the tax payer funding schemes.
"When there's the will, there's the way", no?
It will never be affordable, excuses to delay it. Was needed yesterday not tomorrow. C'mon Tasman Council,
acknowledge Motueka, its needs and growing population. You can count on community getting behind it take a leaf out of Nike's book "Do it now". Long, long overdue for obvious reason, we've outgrown existing
library. Invest money wisely, have a vision, a multi-cultural vision. NOW.
I would prefer to see Decks Reserve stay as it is. The library does need extending, hopefully where it is - or
could it go with the Service Centre on that site (by supermarket). I think the iSite is in a good location. There
is more room at Rec Centre grounds to possibly add a Youth Centre. Or if the library moved to Council site
could the old library be used for youth?
At Decks Reserve please. TDC are spending money in Richmond and Mapua - how about spreading the love
to Motueka?? :-)
At Decks Reserve please.
Affordable??? Bring forward the feasibility study so we can make a more informed decision/opinion.
Richmond and Mapua have nice areas, how about one in Motueka around the Community Hub?
I believe the current library is too small and maybe a "one stop shop", including library and other work places
is a good idea.
Either expand Pah Street facilities (e.g. hub around library/hall, with sufficient parking) or Decks Reserve
around Community House.
I wouldn't like it to be at the Decks reserve car park. I also like Motueka as its a sweet little town and having
large buildings such as the horrid Miter 10 Building, with now high street view is disgracefulness in my
opinion. Its done no favors for that end of town top encourage window shopping. A real council over site.
Too expensive. Why not spend any money that is available on fixing up our existing structures, such as the
old Motueka wharf.
Where would it go and what would it cost. ? Money should be spent on improving other council facilities in
our town, pedestrian crossings, roundabout at High St/Old wharf Road, possibly traffic lights at High St/Pah
St intersection.
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Just making it easy to copy and paste... It is vital for the motueka community to have this central spot and
helps bring th heart of the community together. It helps us to feel a sense of identity and belonging and
connection with our town. I fully support the develop of "the hub" at decks reserve to include a new library
and move the library away from its current location. That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given some long
term tenure security when the library moves to "the hub" at Decks Reserve. That the council brings forward
the planned date for "the hub" feasibility study.
A one stop shop for TDC, Library and I-site would be a wonderful asset for the town and Decks reserve
along with a Destination Play ground is the perfect site for it. Once a hub is built tdc staff could be shared,
saving costs and rooms attached to the Hub could be leased creating income
Great to have all services together
I think it is a good idea to have a centralised community hub in the middle of town which is easily accessible
with an already established carpark. I would be greatly disappointed to see the first preschool in Motueka
bowled over for carparking. This kindergarten is part of Motueka's history with families attending into 3rd
generations now.
Yes! As stated earlier. The Library needs to be included in 'the hub" project.
This is a super idea. What a great use of the area surrounding Decs reserve in the centre of town. Laura
Ingrams should NOT be moved
The hub would be of huge benefit to be able to house a new improved library and office space catering to
many different organizations and take the pressure away from the current occupants behind the library as
it is situated presently, and hopefully provide laura Ingram kindergarten with a long term lease for their
long held position. The site at decks reserve already has a great parking lot and space to accommodate this
wonderful resource.
Yes it is a need to cater for all the toursits coming into town to use WIFi.
The most important thing is THE UPGRADE OF THE LIBRARY - don't really see any need for art display area
(already catered for in the church/art centre on main street). Survey the youth before you decide - they
may not want/need an 'area'.
I think it should be affordable through our rates as I am sure that citizens of Motueka and our Community
Board would unanimously agree that the rate spend in Motueka is highly inequitable with the rate take.
The population of Motueka and environs is about half that of Richmond and environs but I fail to see that
Motueka gets half the rate spent in Richmnond. For instance the library and swimming pool.
Needed. Not sure if it is affordable. How does one define 'affordable'? I think Motueka could be one of the
most innovative small towns in the southern hemisphere, with good planning and commitment to 'making
things happen'.
Motueka has the spirit and creativity to be great.
It is definitely needed and could be affordable if processed and communicated a positive well thought out
way.
The idea has a lot of merit, but not if it meant losing the good central parking and Community space at
Deck's Reserve.
Young people need somewhere to enjoy themselves
The recreation centre is already running youth activities
A bigger library would be great. If you're not going to make it larger then do you think you could knock off
the fee to get books over from Richmond?? We're getting punished both ways!
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Please leave Library where it is. Build a separate room for wifi. The block to the NE of Whakarewa
intersection is perfect for Hub/service centre/visitor centre. roundabout on intersection. Highly visible easy
to get to. Could extend
New World car park from North to mitigate loss of Parking to South
Discourage tourists from using free wifi at library & there would be more space.
The library building needs a rethink as does the TDC office so it makes sense to combine them and an art
area, in the centre of town being a critical part of that. A youth facility might be more logically located at
the Recreation centre with all the other fabulous facilitities.
A hub is not just affordable it is very necessary. At present you can hardly get into our library and if you do
make it in, there are lots of bags to trip over and likely nowhere to sit. Tourists use our library as a lounge &
this especially on wet days. Tourists could do with a lounge attached to the isite. It would be good not to
remove carparks from Decks reserve as it is full on wet days when people come to town to do their
shopping and on other days in tourist season- which is becoming longer. We need a place where local
people can go just to be, or to be with others- and that's especially good for people, say, recovering from
strokes, lonely, or cold in winter. Library is increasingly running programes which are important to all ages
and keeps us up to date with electronic changes and keeps our brains working! Its not just books! Youth
have less things to do in an area such as ours and somewhere made suitable to their needs would be good.
It would be good to have an art display area, which might also have display of -or pictures of local produce,
since this is an area which produces a great deal of fantastic food. It would be good to have a meeting room
and toy library, too, all in the same place is useful.
The Rec centre serves this purpose and, with more imaginative management could expand its uses e.g. I go
to an over 60s exercise class there,twice a week which is very well attended. It would be a natural
progression for there to be a lounge area for people to chat before /after.Unfortunately , the present
manager is rather unimaginative.
We definitely NEED a new library with a separate space 4 the travellers... Including a playground
development into this would be great.
YES. We desperately need a new library!! Both Takaka and Richmond have lovely libraries and we pay our
rates just the same. And would make sense to be forward thinking with space facilities for other services
such as mentioned and also I think the Toy Library should be located in the complex
I don't think a specific community hub is necessarily required but (after living through the Christchurch
earthquakes) I do think that all community buildings should be at the top end of the earthquake
strengthening requirements and not just the bare minimum. So for buildings like the Motueka Library
maybe it would be better to build a new one rather than strengthen the current one and if a new one is
being built then maybe it would be better built as part of a new hub?
Sounds good
As the population expands it would be nice to cater for the growing band of locals who live and work in the
area by providing first class facilities that we are used to in other areas.
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Q8. If a community hub was to be built in Motueka in future, do you think it would be appropriate to locate
the community hub in a park or reserve?
YES = 76% NO = 24% (41 respondents)
Please explain why you answered yes or no. If you answered yes, please tell us which park or reserve you
think would be a suitable location for a community hub and why.
Tourist kids
Undecided about this! Ideally needs plenty of parking space so Rec Centre are seems ideal - but seems too
far from town centre, so probably Decks Reserve is better.
No, but one could be built adjacent to Decks Reserve - remove some housing. Decks Reserve is logical and
adjacent to town centre, but rather than use up the present space, better to buy up some of the houses on
the Park's boundary, tear down and rebuild with public amenity buildings, such as library. (I can dream, can't
I?).
Decks Reserve, which includes a library. "The only thing worse than 'blindness' are those who can see but
don't have a vision" (Helen Keller). Leave kindy where it is. Relocate library and build a purpose built facility
with room for hire and kitchen in it, makes economical and social sense.
? A community hub needs to be central. What land is available? How much land is still available at the back
of Parklands School? What is the long term plan for Motueka?
I fully support the Hub development to be located at Decks Reserve and to include a new library.
Decks Reserve. Already a decent parking area, centrally located.
On Council land would surely be easier to do! Decks Reserve all the way!
In the Decks Reserve area.
Decks Reserve is central. Pah Street/Memorial Reserve extra space for outdoor associated activities,
reasonable parking, quite central.
There are too many big buildings not being used and I feel a Hub will detract to the town center, which in my
opinion should be the Hub of Motueka. I feel shop land lords should have an obligation to keep their front
tidy clean and attractive, even if the shop isn't being rented. There are plenty of local artists and
organisations who would love the oportunity to showcase in these dirty, dusty and ugly buildings. What will
happen with the existing Library, just another empty building. Maybe this should be extended to make it
more user friendly as the Hub.
Not appropriate to use any park or reserve for empire building.
It would have to be large enough for the facilities and parking as well, maybe Decks reserve.
Just making it easy to copy and paste... I fully support the develop of "the hub" at decks reserve to include a
new library and move the library away from its current location. That Laura Ingram Kindergarten be given
some long term tenure security when the library moves to "the hub" at Decks Reserve. That the council
brings forward the planned date for "the hub" feasibility study.
Easy access if within walking distance of the towns facility and close to other similar centres
Decks is a central location, good parking and access to ppl with out transport
Desk reserve - land available, parking already established, centeral location
I think decks reserve is the ideal location for such a community facility.
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Decks Reserve. It's right in the middle of town "THE HUB'
Yes but not necessarily decks reserve as this is already developed to a good level
Decs reserve would be perfect as this is the heart of town with plenty of room
Decks reserve has great parking already in place and has ample land not in use other than a large patch of
grass that looks great but doesn't serve any other purpose.
Decks reserve as it is already close to the Information Centre and in the centre of town. By doing this the
existing community groups of Senior Citizens and Laura Ingram Kindergarten will not have to move to make
way for carparking to accomodate a new library in its existing premise.
Can't really answer this as no advice on which reserve. A library HAS to be in the centre of the community if the present location could be developed into part of the reserve adjacent, then very good.
I would leave this decision to the planners but Deck's Reserve seems to be the most appropriate space
Not sure - it may well work, combining green space with innovative, creative social space. Could be
'amazing'.
Motueka Memorial Park as the infrastructure is already there
See above
Better to be centrally located in Mot town.
Logical
Decks reserve
Memorial Park!
Leave Deck's alone. It is not on High St. Hub to High/Thorp/Whakarewa. More expensive but bang for bucks
I like the library where is it, good to be near the school & kindy.
Save the green space!!!
Part of decks reserve could be used for this as it is a big area and the southern side is not so much used. As
well it has a playground which hopefully will be improved, and the Japanese gardens which are used quite a
lot, too. With the i-site for tourist next to the library it should make things more central. I would not like to
see the whole of the park taken up by building. I cannot see why a two story building could not be put there
if there is not room for all that is planned. The park is sometimes used for community outdoor functions.
See above.The rec centre is already perfectly placed.
Decks reserve. Central. Has parking. Although more is required. Info Centre already there.
Decks Reserve, central location, parking already available and if designed and built sympathetically
wouldn't encroach to much on green space
This isn't a yes or no answer. It depends on many factors such as which park or reserve, parking availabilty,
infrastructure etc etc
Maybe decks reservery?
A community hub should be located where the majority of people can get to easily which has free parking.
Decks Reserve fits this.
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Q 9. Pethybridge Rose Garden is currently managed as a formal garden (the only one of this type in Motueka
Ward). Formal gardens are relatively expensive to maintain. Do you think it should continue to be
maintained as a formal rose garden, or managed in a different way?
YES = 72% NO = 28% (36 respondents)
If you think this area should be managed differently, please explain what uses this area should be
managed for (e.g. informal recreation etc) and why.
Maybe make it less expensive with other low maintenance stuff as well as roses
Have taken visitors here a few times but feel its location is little known - even by locals in the street - side
gardens give more pleasure to more people, in Wallace Street and by TDC for example.
It is too small (narrow) for a recreation area, unless it was the usual play equipment. Little running around
room for sports, for instance. Being the only formal garden, it should remain as a pleasant refuge from ever
more busy High Street activity. Volunteer help could be solicited to ease expense. The aesthetic look is very
relaxing in a different (unique) way from the other reserves.
If costs are high for maintenance could it be tended by volunteer group, or interested "Friends of
Pethybridge Garden", with Council providing plant materials?
? Is it possible to call on volunteer help to maintain the current garden? I like seeing it there and notice it as I
go by, but I seldom walk through it. Do you know how may people go into the garden?
If the visitation levels are low then it needs to be changed. If it has high visitation then it should be left as is.
Never been there, couldn't comment.
Haven't been there.
Should be less formal and easycare.
Its one of our points of difference and the only little park of its kind for simple weddings for example. Its
beautiful and was created with love and we should respect that. Its a beautoiful place for people to visit and
reflect and have peace. Too often these small pieces of the past are removed. It would be lovely to have a
wee band stand or something similar there to enjoy too. Then we can have a MOTvagas venue.
I have lived in motueka for 12 years and have never visited - doesn't seem like a place to go with kids....
Its is a wonderful, magial place for children to explore and enjoy. A great space for using imagination to
entertain
Managed, expanded and promoted
Maybe advertise the garden more. A lot of people are unaware of it.
Not sure. What is the history of Pethybridge Gardens? Do many people visit the Gardens? What is the
purpose of having the Rose Gardens? Perhaps the purpose could be rethought and incorporated into other
reserves/activities to make Pethybridge more purposeful and a part of regular community activities.
Maybe you could take some areas/sections out and plant a tree or grass instead?
Anyone can visit Tasman Bay roses who have a display. The money to maintain could be better used
somewhere else
Haven't visited this site so don't feel like I can comment. If the visitation numbers can't justify the
maintenance costs then something needs to change.
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It is a an absolutely beautiful garden but i imagine it is very labour hungry. Lease to a wedding planner??
but keep limited public access?
I have never been there as if I want to look at roses I go to the Prats rose garden. they grow magnificent
rosesperhaps they would consider putting roses in there and looking after them to use as a show gardenadvertising- for them? In that way TDC wouldn't have to care for it! I am not that interested in this type of
garden.
I have only been there once in the 10 years I have been in this area. It is very pretty and peaceful, but
underutilised. Unfortunately it represents a bygone era.Perhaps sell the section off and put the money
towards a pool.
Leave it as is. Not a large area. Ask for donations from funeral home 4 maintenance.
I think it's important to have a variety of different garden spaces
Why not get the community to vote on whether it should stay as it is?
Not sure, but how much use does it get in relation to its cost? If it is not a good balance then it should be
managed differntly
It is nice to have something different to offer residents. A rose garden is something which is magical and
serene.
Q10. The Huia Rugby Club would like the opportunity to construct a new clubroom and multipurpose facility
at SportsPark Motueka (and associated roading and car parking). If built, it would be located in such a way
that none of the existing sportsfield areas would be lost. When not in use by the Club, people would be able
to hire rooms/the facility for a fee. Do you think this is an appropriate use of the Sports Park
Motueka reserve?
YES = 85% NO = 4% UNDECIDED = 11% (46 respondents)
Please explain why you selected yes or no.
Yes. Surely that's an assert to be able to offer the community
Undecided.
Yes. I like the idea of a multi-purpose facility instead of just rugby clubroom. Definitely keep the entire
present sports field AND the large canopy trees on the north side.
Yes, long overdue. Sports facilities for economical, social reasoning should be multi-purposed. Able to be
hired out for conferences, in-service courses, meetings. This asset to community and therefore more
financially viable.
School halls likewise ...
Yes. There appears to be land available there and parking facilities. It is central and applicable use of the site.
Could youth activities be conducted there?
Yes. Would be good to know where the roading and car parking is going to be if no existing sportsfield areas
are going to be lost. I'm a little bit worried about possible traffic going past playcentre and day care at end of
Talbot Street.
Yes. Please fix the path between Talbot Street and Sportspark, or will this become a road? There are daycares
for kids there ...
Yes, as long as it doesn't affect the end of Talbot Street traffic.
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Yes, a great idea. There often is a lack of venues to use for family occasions in this area. As long as it is
managed well by a committee/custodian - and a set of rules of use are followed by the users.
Yes, Club rooms should be very close to the park and in a more public place for general use.
Yes. There are many facilities in Motueka that need upgrading and this is an opportunity to do so with one.
The environmental costs seem to be minimised if there will be no loss of green space.
Yes. As an event manager there are not enough venues to hire and why people then travel all the way to
Mapua or Nelson for receptions. We could do with a fresh look for that kind of event.
Yes, as long as it doesn't impact on nearby residents I think it is a great step forward.
Undecided. Would need more information but at this stage it's too many choices - stick with the priorities
of building a hub in decks reserve for us including a new library.
Yes. The town could benefit from a centrally located modern facility. There isn't much on offer if you
required a wedding/party venue, especially if it doesn't come at the cost of losing any sports fields
Yes, Huia need the opportunity to develop and expand their club Possibly making a more teen friendly
space for the youth to use.
Yes. Be more car parking out behind Parklands school and whitwells menswear.
Yes. The rec center offers this but is often not available due to other bookings so another one is needed.
We are growing.
Yes. Any chance of a multipurpose venue is a good thing especially if it doesn't mean we lose any of the
sports grounds.
Yes, for the reasons you have given in your statement (i.e. wording of question 10).
Yes. Clubrooms such as the Bowling Club, Cricket Club and RSA are let for a fee so it seems a good way to
ensure maintenance.
Not sure.
Yes. A community asset similar to Gladstone Park in Richmond.
N/A
Yes. Access and use will be available to more people.
Undecided. If this development will increase foot and or vehicle traffic right through Talbot St then some
communication needs to be had with the ECEs at the end of Talbot St. Since the path was put through from
Talbot St to Manoy St, there has been graffiti on buildings and a lot of rubbish gets left behind. It would be
good if council could put a rubbish bin on the walkway.
Yes. Rugby Park you mean? Build on West side so High School can use it. Totally for this.
Yes. It would be good to see it as a Sports Hub. I use the walkway between Manoy St & Talbot St daily.
Yes. Great asset for Motueka with community investment and loyalty.
Yes, also a path across the back of the field would be good as many people walk across it- not necessarily
when sports are on. In other areas without enough parks, sports fields are used for people to exercise their
dogs provided they pick up the poo. It might be good to trial this as there are not really places where
vigorous exercise can be undertaken by dogs- except vulnerable areas such as the Motueka Sandspit
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Yes. If they feel like funding it, let them go for it.
Yes. More modern facilities 4 functions would be great. We need a place similar to the one in Murchison.
Old huia rooms can be bowled 4 parking. New squash courts would need 2 be included at Sports park.
Yes. Would be a great facility for the town and district, I know from being involved in some of the "winter
workshops" there is at present a shortage of suitable venues.
Yes. I think we need a facility that this that is up to date and the community can also use.
Yes. Gives a decent sport venue that is central.
Yes. Great idea.
Q11. When visiting parks and reserves within Motueka Ward, what activities have you undertaken?
Please select all that apply.
Answer Options
Quiet enjoyment of open space, on my own
Spending time outdoors with family/friends
Playing on the playground equipment (or taking children to a playground)
Picnicking
Using the toilet facilities
Walking
Dog walking
Running
Cycling
School visit
Other (please specify)

Response
Percent

Response
Count

62%
98%
87%
74%
80%
84%
44%
20%
71%
33%

28
44
39
33
36
38
20
9
32
15
12

Other (please specify)
Always enjoy any colourful plantings and native trees and birds.
Showing with pride to visitors our boardwalk efforts, locals and endorsing the great community that
Motueka is!
Enjoying the plantings and wildlife present.
Just getting around town.
Walking through parks to shops/school/kindy/playcentre from my house.
We need more dog walking friendly places.
Swimming, sailing, canoeing, launching craft.
Spiritual fulfilment
Flying model aircraft Sports (Football)
Accessing Abel Tasman by boat
Taking an elderly person "outside" (and hence the need for some good park seats).
Educating about birds, mud, native trees
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Q12. On average, how often would you visit parks and reserves in Motueka Ward?
Answer Options
Every day
At least once a week
Once every few weeks
Once every few months
Only a couple of times each year
Never

Response
Percent

Response Count

42%
53%
4%
0%
0%
0%

19
24
2
0
0
0

Response
Percent

Response Count

0%
0%
9%
37%
11%
11%
33%

0
0
4
17
5
5
15

Q13. Which of the following age groups do you fit into?
Answer Options
under 15
15-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+
Q14. Where do you currently live? (please specify the general location)
Answer Options
In the Motueka Ward area
Elsewhere in the Tasman/Nelson area
Elsewhere in NZ or Overseas

Response Percent

Response
Count

99%
0%
1%

46
0
1

Summary of where respondents live: Motueka town = 29 people, Riwaka = 10, Kaiteriteri/Tapu Bay = 4,
Brooklyn = 2, Mariri = 1, Christchurch = 1.
Q15. Are there any other comments you'd like to make about the current or future management of specific
parks and reserves in Motueka Ward?
Responses
Like the way the Motueka Port area is being developed and while I know its not a "park" the coffee stop at
the marina is great! Attractive and certainly well patronised. Even had a fly-past from a kotuku while we
were enjoying lunch last week!
I am delighted with the Estuary Walkway. I am glad to see connecting walks between suburban subdivisions
(examples: Wilke St, Parker St). I am concerned about protection of the foreshore as climate change will
bring higher tides. What planning is going on? Just wait for it to happen? The big canopy trees at Memorial
Park are A-1!
Have a vision and take local opinion with you. Better to repair now than later.
Is it possible to provide a link from Thorp Street through to Woodlands Avenue, especially so high school
students could walk through rather than having to go to Thorp Street and then backwards as it were to
Whakarewa Street?
(in the form of a walkway).
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I'd just like to reiterate that I am in full support of including the library in the Hub at Decks Reserve.
We have a lot of reserves and that is great!! Please allow Laura Ingram Kindy to stay on Council land. The
kids are so lucky to go there. They can walk to the fire station, supermarket, Memorial Park, Memorial Hall,
Parklands School - where else can they get this??
Please don't think of removing or closing down any of our parks/reserves. The Richards Reserve is used
daily by many for picnics, birthdays, games of cricket + more. My late father Bob Richards looked after it for
40 years, prior to the TDC developed it to as it is now. I do check and make sure that there is no vandalism
(then report it), as this has happened in the past.
Parker Street reserve - too small for the twin oak trees. The trees are a nuisance.
Done.
I fully support the develop of "the hub" at decks reserve to include a new library and move the library away
from its current location. And that Laura Ingram Kindy is given a long term lease
That the council brings forward the planned date for the “The Hub” feasibility study.That Laura Ingram
Kindergarten be given some long term land tenure security if the library moves to “The Hub” at Decks
Reserve so they have the security to upgrade the building and fix stormwater flooding issues.
Keep Laura Ingram Kindergarten where it is!
Just that the hub being built in decks reserve would really benefit all of motueka.
I believe TDC is doing a good job and many Motueka people volunteer in keeping the reserves tidy and
planting. So just go with what you know works. We do not need to look at other communities' efforts; be
proud of our own. Kia kaha! In short, lets be content with what we have. Endless 'development' is
unnecessary. Good enough is good enough!
Continue to invest in: (1) Green spaces for social/community health (2) Economic development that values
the wellbeing of people first (3) Moving from a worship/focus of the dollar and economic outcomes, to a
balance between human/social wellbeing and economic wellbeing. (4) The notion of compassion as a
founding principle in future green space development.
No
N/A
Consultation too slow and found to be cumbersome an ineffectual. Govt have offered money for tourist
toilets and Tapu Bay toilets opportunity will be lost in beaurocracy. Is ha health and safety issue and next
target will be public outcry via MP & Stuff. S...t in peoples gardens in not healthy
There are lots of parks which is great. Thanks for the opportunity to have a voice.
Please look after Thorps Bush!
Id love to see a row of cherry blossoms!!
No
Please update play equipment in Brooklyn Valley!
I have lived here for 5 years and am thankful ever day for the wonderful walkways and reserves. Big thanks
to the people who had the foresight to develop these
No
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Q16. What parks and reserves in/near Motueka town have you visited within the past two years? (select all
that apply). View locations of all parks and reserves on Top of the South maps. 43 respondents.
Answer Options
Adair Drive Reserve
Batchelor Ford Road Reserve
Community Gardens (Old Wharf Road)
Claire Place Reserve
Decks Reserve (between Wallace and Greenwood Streets)
Eginton Park (between Moffat and Pethybridge streets)
Fearon's Bush Recreation Reserve (Motueka Top 10 Holiday Park)
Goodman Recreation Reserve & Park (Old Wharf Road)
Greenwood Street Walkway
Kowhai Crescent Reserve
Ledger Goodman Park (between Ledger Avenue, Kingstan Place
and Goodman Drive)
Link Park
Memorial Park, Pah Street
Motueka Beach Reserve (corner of Everett and Massey streets)
Motueka Cemetery Reserve (Cemetery Road)
Motueka Golf Links (Harbour Road)
Motueka Memorial Hall (Pah Street)
Motueka Museum (High Street)
Moutere Inlet Walkway Reserve (and associated skatepark etc)
Naumai Street Reserve
Ngapiko Place Reserve
North Street Reserve (between North Street and the foreshore)
Parker Street Reserve
Pethybridge Rose Garden (High Street)
Pioneer Park Historic Cemetery
Pukeone Place Reserve
Restawhile, southern entrance to Motueka
Richards Recreation Reserve (also known as Wildman Road
Reserve)
Royden Place Walkway
Saltwater Baths (located on seaward side of North Street Reserve)
Sanctuary Ponds Reserve (Old Wharf Road)
Sportspark Motueka (end of Manoy Street, formerly known as
Rugby Park)
Tane Pukekohatu Avenue Reserve
Thorp Bush (Woodland Avenue)
Tillson Drive Reserve (also accessed from Tui Close and Sanderland
Drive)
Titoki Place Reserve
Totara Park Reserve (Totara Park Avenue)
Trewavas Street Foreshore Reserve
Wakatu Place Reserve
Wharf Road Esplanade Reserve
Wilson Park (accessed from Wilson Crescent, Teece Drive and
Edwin Chambers Drive)
York Park (adjoins Motueka Cemetery to the north and Trewavas
Street to the east)
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

9%
9%
70%
19%
95%
30%
33%
84%
40%
7%

4
4
30
8
41
13
14
36
17
3

49%

21

40%
72%
72%
68%
47%
70%
44%
77%
9%
9%
37%
14%
47%
26%
12%
21%

17
31
31
29
20
30
19
33
4
4
16
6
20
11
5
9

33%

14

5%
86%
77%

2
37
33

54%

23

7%
84%

3
36

19%

8

5%
14%
70%
2%
65%

2
6
30
1
28

14%

6

53%

23

2%

1
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Q17. What parks and reserves in Torrent Bay and Marahau have you visited within the past two years?
(select all that apply) 43 respondents
Answer Options
Torrent Bay Waterworks Reserve
Torrent Bay Recreation Reserve (adjoins Waterworks Reserve)
Torrent Bay Reserve (adjoins beach)
Franklin Street Reserve, Marahau
Marahau River Esplanade Reserves (alongside Fat Tui Burgers site)
Newhaven Crescent Reserve, Marahau
Sandy Bay Cemetery Reserve, south of Marahau
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

14%
16%
30%
23%
70%
7%
21%
19%

6
7
13
10
30
3
9
8

Q18. What parks and reserves in Kaiteriteri, Stephens Bay and Tapu Bay have you visited within the past
two years? (select all that apply) 43 respondents
Answer Options
Alex Ryder Memorial Reserve, Little Kaiteriteri
Anarewa Crescent Reserve, Tapu Bay
Breaker Bay Walkway, Kaiteriteri
Cederman Drive Reserve, Little Kaiteriteri
Dumont Place Reserve, Little Kaiteriteri
Kahu Close Reserve, Kaiteriteri
Ngaio Bay Reserve, Kaiteriteri
Pukekoikoi Historic Reserve, Tapu Bay
Stephens Bay Esplanade Reserve (adjoins coastline of part of Tapu
and Stephens Bays)
Stephens Bay Recreation Reserve, Stephens Bay
Tapu Place Reserve, Tapu Bay
Tarepa Court Walkway, Stephens Bay
Tokongawa Drive Reserve, Kaiteriteri
Wall Street Walkway, Stephens Bay
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

74%
33%
44%
40%
16%
21%
23%
12%

32
14
19
17
7
9
10
5

63%

27

79%
56%
19%
21%
21%
5%

34
24
8
9
9
2

Q19. What parks and reserves in Riwaka have you visited within the past two years? (select all that apply)
43 respondents
Answer Options
Green Tree Road Reserve
Lodder Lane Reserve
Riwaka Memorial Reserve (includes Hall and sportsground)
Riwaka Recreation (DSIR) Reserve
Riwaka River East Esplanade Reserve
Riwaka River West Esplanade Reserve
Ted Reed Reserve
Wharf Road Reserve, Riwaka
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

49%
51%
51%
23%
16%
16%
16%
72%
9%

21
22
22
10
7
7
7
31
4

Q20. What parks and reserves in Brooklyn and the Motueka Valley have you visited within the past two
years? (select all that apply) 40 respondents
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Answer Options
Alexander Bluff roadside rest area, Motueka Valley Highway
Brooklyn Recreation Reserve
Brooklyn Stream Reserve
Linden Place Reserve
Little Sydney Stream Esplanade Reserve
Motueka Valley Highway Esplanade Reserve
Old Mill Road Reserve
Pangatotara Esplanade Reserve, Motueka Valley
Westbank Road Esplanade Reserve, Motueka Valley
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

33%
35%
23%
25%
18%
15%
3%
13%
20%
33%

13
14
9
10
7
6
1
5
8
13

Q21. What parks and reserves in Lower Moutere have you visited within the past two years? (select all that
apply) 38 respondents
Answer Options
Fletts Road Cemetery Reserve
Lower Moutere Recreation Reserve (also known as Chings Road
Reserve)
Lower Moutere Hall Reserve
None of the above

Response
Percent

Response Count

26%

10

37%

14

26%
37%

10
14
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FEEDBACK RECEIVED VIA WEBSITE / EMAIL / LETTER
SubID# Submitter
GENERAL COMMENTS
Mrs Coralie
9562
Smith
9563

9566

Mrs Cushla
Moorhead

Ms Luisa
Shannahan

12240

Mrs Claudia
Manderson

12266

Mr Lionel
Solly

12267

Mr Fred
Wyatt

Feedback (unedited)
Green areas breaking up the town so important visually and for our mental health as well as being able to walk and bike and play in them or
just sitting in peace.
I would like to see something for older children to play on. In some reserves elsewhere they have this pole with a climbing net stretched out
from it and even adults can climb on it. Ashburton domain has things for older children too. I would like to see some things in at least one of
the reserves for our older children- maybe the North Street Beach reserve.
Re prioritisation for Motueka projects:
1) Motueka Historic Wharf restoration of rocks (not just beautification). Would enhance greatly the Quay as well as historical interest.
2) High Street security cameras (too many burglaries and prowlers in the town lately).
3) Marahau Beach enhancement.
4) Newhaven Play equipment.
5) Welcome to Motueka sign College Road.
I've just had a little but important idea in regards to the updating of our reserves.
Using the beautiful parks and reserves for play, social time, sports etc under the intensive sun of NZ requires adequate protection, especially in
awareness of the rising skin cancer rates.
So I'm asking to consider in your planning the construction of sun shades!
Thank you! Claudia
Many of the matters of interest to DOC are captured in the Reserves General Policies (September 2015) and so long as these are reflected in
the approach for the Motueka Ward Reserves we shouldn’t have too many concerns. One thing that I don’t see clearly articulated in the
General Policies, however, is a requirement/preference to use eco-sourced and locally appropriate indigenous species in restoration/planting
programmes, which I know has been an issue in Thorp Bush reserve, for example (see attached email correspondence). I see there is a
mention to use of native species in Policy 6.7.25, in the section for ‘Landscape development and tree protection’, but there doesn’t seem to be
an equivalent statement under the section on ‘protection and enhancement of indigenous biodiversity’. Would be great if that can be picked
up.
Hi, Thank you for the opportunity to query the Council's plans for Motueka's public reserves. One of my hobbies is the building and flying of
small model aeroplanes, so I am asking in which one of the many reserves might model aeroplanes be permitted to be flown? In their
consideration of my request, perhaps Council might ponder the presence of any vertical constructs which could present a hazard to models.
Frederick R. Wyatt
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SubID#

Submitter

12532

Mr Johny
O’Donnell

12557
12834
13079

Mrs Ursul
Schwarzenb
ach
Dr Mike
Patrick
Ms Muriel
Moran

Feedback (unedited)
I believe our parks and reserves are one of Motueka's greatest assets and we should do more to promote their use. We need different parks
for different purposes, as oppose to a general spread of largely unused parks and reserves.
Initiatives that I believe would benefit Motueka include:
-The development of a Community Hub on Decks Reserve with a view to turning town to the park, rather than having it's back to it. Imagine
how much more vibrant High Street would be if there was another section of town based around the reserve with a hub, library, shops, cafes
etc. We could expand and develop the Wallace Street and Decks Reserve area to be vibrant and the centre of town for outdoor events etc.
-Edibles in our parks would add identity to the towns existing strong horticultural base and reputation. We could have fruit and nut trees
growing in the centre of town to bring our identity to life and provide access to fresh fruit for locals and visitors alike. This should also be
extended to the main street over time.
-Adult playgrounds to engage people of all ages in our parks, creating opportunities for working people to take fun and playful breaks from
work. These are becoming popular all around the world and should be incorporated into our local planning too.
We can do much better than we currently do - we have some fantastic parks and reserves in Motueka but they are under-utilised and not
always fit for purpose. Time for TDC to develop a more inspiring vision for how our parks can become part of a vibrant new vision for the
town!
We need to take a tougher stance on freedom campers - they do not respect our environment and NZ's stunning nature - we could call them
cheap-skates. They leave a trail of destruction, rubbish and also the unmentionables in public places designed for everybody (Kiwis and nonKiwis) to enjoy... Please study carefully what Rachel Reese is proposing and support her in her plans re freedom campers.
I would fully support the submission made by Keep Motueka Beautiful. As a frequent user of several of the local reserves and parks, I feel as
strongly about them, their future enhancement, and their upkeep (and abuse by freedom campers and camper vans) as they do. Thank you.
Rough landscape. [Provide] areas of long grass and rocks for insects and lizards to live in. All reserves need an area for these animals.

MOTUEKA LIBRARY
12486

12521

Ms Melanie
Stinka

I feel really strongly that a vibrant community like Motueka deserves a modern library which reflects the diversity and creativity of the people
living here. The current library is too small, dated and does not serve its users well. There are always lots of people from the area, school
children and travellers using the library for many diverse reasons and that should be recognised by the council.

Ms Liz
Mahoney

Dear Tasman Councillors,
I write to ask you to extend the Motueka Library. The cultural life of the town has grown hugely since the present library was built. The
Motueka librarians are pro-active in organising literary events that attract many interested parties - I have been to several in the last few years
but there is no purpose-built place for them to be held; everyone is squeezed in among the books.
Last year, the Motueka Arts Council organised two writers' workshops that were full to overflowing. These were held at the Motueka
Community House which is, I suppose, adequate for the purpose, but it is not to the standard of the Richmond Library's meeting room
(supplied with audio visual items, good lighting etc). The NZ Society of Authors uses the Richmond room for workshops as well. There is a lack
in Motueka of good quality meeting rooms that can be hired for cultural events such as the above.
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STREET TREES
12536

12918

Mr Ray
Buffey

12919

Mr Brian
Savile

Feedback (unedited)
People complain about the backpackers in the Motueka library taking up too much space. Well, that is the nature of this area - it is a holiday
town, that's part of its charm, contributing to the Tasman economy. Young travellers need somewhere to go and the library meets their wifi
needs and other functions. It's part of being hospitable destination to provide a suitable space for such needs. (Our own children travel to far
away places; we would like to think they are provided for.)
A library is no longer just the preserve of bookworms; it is at the centre of what passes for civilised life in this millennium; it is one of the few
meeting places that is not associated with sport or commercial activities.
Isn't it important that Motueka is memorable to our many visitors for the right reasons and that our council fulfils its role in of the cultural life
of the district?
A New Library please. Don't muck about with our Kindergarten please. Start planning for a shift to Deck's Reserve. Make it part of a Hub for
administration in our area. We feel neglected here at times, and were surprised to hear of the possibility of closing the Kindergarten down.
The Motueka Library desperately needs an upgrade. A modern and inviting library is crucial for the literacy of our young ones and will see
their grades improve at the senior level of primary school and at high school.
To Whom it may concern.
I would like to draw to your attention the ongoing problems that are occurring because of the 2 oversized oak trees that are situated on Parker
Street around No23 to No25 Parker St.
Every year I have to have our gutters cleaned out due to the large amount of dead leaves that fall every autumn. The trees block out the sun in
winter until about 10.00am. These trees are also over hanging the road and are dangerously close to the power lines on the opposite side of
the road. Branches are continuously falling off and will inevitably do someone an injury at some time.
These trees are 28 to 30 meters high approximately 100ft far too high for a residential area.
We in no way want the trees removed as they are home to many species of birds. However it would be beneficial for them to be trimmed
down by 8 to 10 meters, thus allowing new lower growth and reducing the distance the autumn leaves would travel, removing the danger of
them dropping branches on the power lines or toppling over in high winds this would also allowing more light into the areas that are shaded
by them in winter.
These trees are protected and should be monitored and looked after by the council which is not being done at this time to prevent them from
becoming a nuisance to the neighbouring properties.
Dear Tasman District Council
I am writing to express my concern about the two large oak trees at the end of the small reserve in Parker street, Motueka.
The eastern tree has reached its height of 28 metres in a short time short time compared to oaks that grow in Europe. The canopy width of an
oak tree usually matches or exceeds its height but this is certainly not the case with these two trees, where they are much higher than they
are wide. They were planted too close together and during their lifetimes have lost their lower branches, either by breakage or incorrect
pruning. This has forced them unnaturally upwards at a fast rate, making them top heavy and unbalanced due to the lack of branches between
the two trees. Both trees have a pronounced lean of several degrees and with their height, present a falling danger to the three nearest
houses. Because of the speed that European Oaks grow in New Zealand where they are not native, growth on the north side of the trunk
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WALKING TRACKS
Mrs Sherryll
9571
Worthington

Feedback (unedited)
exceeds that on the south side, this resulting in the growth rings being further apart on the north side than the close-together rings on the
south, this giving an off centre heart, in turn leading to weakness in the trunk. This is why NZ grown oak ends up as firewood, whereas in
Europe it has had the history of being the best building timber available and indeed, many of our ancestors came to this country in ships made
of European Oak/Quercus Robur. I think it would be wise to either remove the trees, or at least reduce their height to match their width; they
would look better and would be much safer. An oak in full leaf can snap it's trunk at low level in a very high wind. If the ground is saturated, it
can heave its roots and fall over. The row of oaks at Lower Moutere School have been recently felled on safety grounds.
There are other problems. Our gutters are always full of leaves, the roof and gutters are covered with sticky sap, the house is shaded in the
middle of the day, the trees shed small branches constantly.
I am not anti-trees in any way, on the contrary and consider myself to have some knowledge of them.
The argument that the trees were here before we were, does not alter the fact that these oaks are dangerous in their present condition.
Re:- Twin Oaks, Parker Street, Motueka.
Attachment of two photos.
These two photos were taken of only one of the many branches that have come down from these oak trees.
As you can see it has more than reached the distance of one house.
I was going through the reserve next to our house & had to walk around this branch obviously from one of the two oak trees. These trees are
dangerous. Oak is a very heavy wood.
If the branch in the photo had hit someone it would have caused injury:- Doctor, hospital, possibly on going health problems & maybe death
the worse scenario.
These branches fall unexpectedly not just when it is windy.
We all go out doors on our properties:Do our gardens, entertain.
Is it even safe for the grandchildren to be out playing in the yard?
I would be the last one to complain but I am really concerned about safely so have put pen to paper so to speak. I would hate to have to
explain to my family or friends that one of their members had been hurt due to my inaction of speaking out for their safety concerning these
trees.
I do love trees just in case you get the wrong idea, BUT there needs to be Standards & Safety for people’s lives over beauty & looks of two
trees.
The oak trees are far too high. Both are on a lean, also both trees having been trimmed to make room for the other tree. An accident waiting
to happen, AS both trees have weight unevenly proportioned.
Please Do Something About The Twin Oaks As Soon As Possible
Please don't wait for a nasty accident to happen.
Safely Is A Matter For Everyone
Off road walking tracks are non existent in the North West sector of the town. Continuing residential growth of this area is very likely.
Does an opportunity exist to create River access somewhere?
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10574

Mrs
Elizabeth
Small

13079

Ms Muriel
Moran

Feedback (unedited)
As part of the reserves redevelopment, it would be good if the council widened the path on the beach reserve between Old Wharf Road and
the Saltwater baths. Part of the track has been developed, which is great, but the rest is a narrow, rutted track which is difficult to walk, push a
buggy, or bike along. It is a lovely area to walk, and only requires a simple shell path with no extra planting.
I would be grateful if you could consider this. See attached photos and comments re path along Trewavas St beachfront.
Walkway suggestion. Linking Thorp Street through to the track running along to the Rec Centre/Woodlands Ave (especially helpful for walkers
to Whakarewa Street).

TORRENT BAY RESERVES
Mr Lionel
2001 RMP includes a reference to a DOC campsite in section on Torrent Bay Recreation Reserve - remove this reference (there is no campsite
12266
Solly (DOC)
there).
MARAHAU
Bike lane/ walkway (Boardwalk) along Marahau's beautiful Inlet connecting to "great taste trail" towards Kaiteriteri.
With the increase of extremely fast traffic into and out of Marahau in the last couple of years, the Marahau residents, our children,
Mrs Rae
grandparents and tourists alike can no longer feel safe particularly on their bikes along the beautiful inlet from Marahau towards Kaiteriteri.
12256
Andrea
We feel a bike lane/walkway (boardwalk) could add to this beautiful touristy area and encourage the locals and tourists alike on their bikes or
go for walks and connect onto the "great taste trail" towards Kaiteriteri. As a Marahau family who bikes on a regular basis and having lived
here since 17 years, we feel very strongly about this.
TAPU BAY RESERVE
Mrs Coralie
9562
Tapu Bay needs a unisex toilet.
Smith
PUKETAWAI RESERVE, RIWAKA
Puketawai Reserve. Does this belong to TDC? I don't see it listed. My Grandmother helped create this Reserve as part of the Riwaka Scout
Miss Kate
10931
Club. It is sad to see it today - with little love, management or care taken to look after it. The large grass area could be regularly mown, weed
Steffens
control and restoration planting could be carried out to enhance this area and provide an area for people to relax, picnic and play.
LINDEN RESERVE
Linden Reserve, Brooklyn. We take our Kindergarten children here for stream care trips. A simple playground instead of a pair of (unregulated)
10599 Ms R Ellis
tire swings would be better. Thanks
NGAPIKO/APO PLACE RESERVE
We live next to the reserve in Apo Place. Approximately 3 years ago a Tasman District council employee who was in charge of the reserves for
the Tasman area visited us as we had made an appointment with him to discuss the drainage or lack of in this reserve. We were told the
Mr David
9567
drainage was going to be fixed within the next 6 months,this has never been done. The reserve is a lake, waterlogged bog during the winter
Herd
months making it a health and safety issue, and the lying water in places is that deep it is very lucky that no one has drowned in it so far. This
drainage problem needs to be addressed. Please make this reserve user friendly for all year round usage. A signed petition for a children's
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Mr Alan
Norton

12260

Mr Chris
Drummond

12922

Ms Joanna
Santa
Barbara

Feedback (unedited)
playground was submitted to the Tasman District Council approximately two years ago which showed a need for one in this area, this in turn
would make this reserve a very well used environmentally friendly reserve which the residents and Council could be proud of.
The reason for sending this is to ask a question. This reserve which is in the relatively new development where I now live is in your list of
Motueka reserves (see attachment).
So far there has not been any significant work done on the reserve since most of the building surrounding it has been completed.
Can you tell me if there is any intention to look at any work in the reserve as part of the present updating of the plans now in train?
Currently most of the people who live nearby and who pass through or just enjoy the open space seem happy with not having any significant
development there. Some of us would not wish to remove the open space or have it cluttered with too much furniture or vegetation.
It needs to be noted that people who traverse it now, often do so as a direct consequence of their passage through the small strip that links
the reserve to Parker street alongside the twin Oak.
The only (small) drawback form time to time is that heavy rain leaves pools and soggy patches. If you had to have a path, it would ned to be
raised slightly above the surrounding grass rather than cut into the grass. Note that at certain times common visitors are Herron s miss the
water that at some stage may have been a major feature.
Hello I am unsure if you are the right person to raise this issue with but we are living in the new subdivision off Grey St, Motueka. We have a
large reserve in our subdivision and its appalling how the TDC maintain this. Grass is long, weeds, and when its mowed its done by some clown
that mows it fast and messy like he is mowing an orchard. There are a number of houses in this new subdivision now, and many with kids like
us, and it would be nice for it to be keep tidy and mowed. I also was told there would be a playground installed and some picnic tables? There
is a subdivision get together next weekend and it would be nice for it to be tidied up prior to this although the weather isn’t helping this week.
Thank you for your time, Regards Chris

Ngapiko Reserve has no plantings, perhaps because it may be a new reserve. It would benefit from clusters of tree plantings
(perhaps already planned).

MEMORIAL PARK

10654

Ms Ruth
Lawley

Since we moved to Motueka 20 years ago we've noticed a progressive deterioration in the upkeep of Memorial Park. This is especially evident
in the quality of the formerly lush turf which is now weedy, rough and uneven. The current contractor also sprays areas of the park more than
in the past, this is especially noticeable along the boundary with Poole St properties. We have concerns about the spray effect on our garden.
A number of mature trees have been removed from the park but no replacements have been planted. Where young trees have been planted
in the past they have been positioned too close to existing trees, stunting their growth and eventually forcing a situation where one or other
of the trees will have to be removed.The management plan should include active tree maintenance, replacement and development to
preserve and increase the amenity value of this wonderful asset.
The "upgraded" play area is just sad and nowhere as well used as in the past. The lack of cooperative play equipment like a seesaw, the slide
that offers no play challenge for kids and the style of seating that doesn't work for older people all make this playground a shadow of its
former fun, busy place for kids, parents and grandparents.
We love the park. It's well-used by the community for picnics, informal games, sport, exercise and general relaxation. It's a huge asset for
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Motueka with its location, its trees and its easy accessibility. It deserves a considered and thoughtful approach to preserve its beauty and
enhance it for the next hundred years and more.

I personally would be totally opposed to the removal of any trees adjacent to the existing library, to facilitate expansion.
Also the provision of some outdoor exercise equipment around the Memorial Park might be something that local service clubs would be
interested in contributing to.

SPORTSPARK MOTUEKA
Mr Grant
RE: Sportspark Motueka - Adequate parking is needed for sports events. The grass area used for parking during the rugby season gets very
9561 Inglis (Huia
muddy and needs to be upgraded to a proper carpark.
Rugby Club)
Sportspark Motueka Rugby Ground.
We reside adjacent to the ground and greatly admire the facility. However the entrance to the park detracts from the area due to no sealing
and vehicle parking on the grass strip adjacent to the ground especially after rain causing mud both at the entrance and along our street. Also
Mr & Mrs
the old stand is an eyesore and in a poor state of repair. It may also be not up to current safety standards. We understand this area is to
12279 William &
become the main entrance to the swimming pool which will increase traffic flow and also cause additional wear and tear if nothing is done to
Joan Ryan
improve the entrance.
Hopefully these matters will be attended to prior to the completion of the swimming pool project.
William and Joan Ryan
MOTUEKA MUSEUM
Museum street frontage Motueka: as someone who lives and works in Motueka every day, it would be great to see this area developed as a
Mrs Pegeen
welcoming "lunch" / break time space with seating, shade sails and planting. By removing only one carpark in front of the museum, the space
9568
O'Rourke
could be increased. Enhancing this space would also add to the welcoming/ colourful/ cheerful summer atmosphere of High Street. We could
buy lunch goodies at any of the local shops and eat in the sunshine.
WHAREPAPA RESERVE
Ms Joanna
Wharepapa Reserve has very well-designed garden plantings along the footpath that crosses the reserve. It would benefit from
12922 Santa
more trees around the periphery.
Barbara
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PIONEER CEMETERY RESERVE
Ms Joanna
12922 Santa
Pioneer Cemetery is an example of mature exotic trees in a more formal design, beautifully maintained.
Barbara
KOWHAI RESERVE
Ms Joanna
12922 Santa
Kowhai Reserve has one lovely mature tree and other pleasant plantings. It is too small for more trees.
Barbara
LEDGER GOODMAN RESERVE
Ledger Goodman Reserve
- this is of course a developing project with the aim of planting food-bearing trees, as well as those which enhance the availability of soilMs Joanna
nutrients to such trees
12922 Santa
- the Reserve would in our opinion benefit from a general planting of trees both for shade and beauty.
Barbara
I am envisaging such flowering shade trees as Robinia Pseudoacacia and Albizzia, deciduous trees for autumn colour such as pin oak and
maple, as well as natives which, as mentioned, will grow slowly for our grandchildren to appreciate.
PETHYBRIDGE ROSE GARDENS
Dear Anna,
Re my previous message to you of 13th February 2017, I strongly support the excellent submission on this Review by Keep Motueka Beautiful.
In particular their paragraph on the Pethybridge Rose Garden which echoes the concerns I expressed in my earlier message.
I have studied Ken Wright’s document produced in 2016, entitled Pethybridge Memorial Rose Garden Motueka which states that this garden
was handed over to the Motueka Borough Council on 5 October 1988 so the Deed of Gift should be with the Motueka Borough Council’s
papers in the TDC’s archives.
12263
Jim Butler
As both KMB and I have stated, it is necessary to preserve this beautiful garden by increasing its patronage by the public. I suspect that the
cost of maintaining the Pethybridge Rose Garden will be similar to the cost of maintaining Motueka’s Memorial Park, yet the public patronage
of the former in a year would be probably equal to what the Memorial Park gets in a week.
What the Deed of Gift should show is the limits on any proposals that could be made to increase the public patronage of the Pethybridge Rose
Garden.
Regards,
Jim Butler
Dear Anna,
Re my previous message to you, copy attached below. I would have saved some of your time, and mine, if I had engaged my brain before
sending it.
12263
Jim Butler
Last week I visited the Resourse Room of the Motueka Historic Society, I am a member, and the committee member present opened up “The
Prow.org.nz” and printed out for me a 4 page article, “Pethybridge Memorial Rose Garden Motueka” written by Ken Wright who I believe is on
the TDC staff. Item 3 in the Sources he quotes is TDC file 41752 “Pethybridge Rose Garden, Certificate of Title 35/172.
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Jim Butler
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Today I visited TDC’s Motueka Service Centre and much to my surprise the staff produced a file on the Pethybridge Rose Garden file
1955006400 which I found quite interesting. It contained the details on what work TDC did on taking over the maintenance of this garden in
the early 1990s and how this work was funded.
But this file did not contain the information I requested. As detailed in my previous message below, I wished to view the Deed of Gift which
according to Ken Wright’s article would have been dated 5 October 1988 when it was gifted to the Motueka Borough Council by presumably
by WD & HO Wills NZ Ltd, and further transferred to TDC on 13 July 2005.
My previous experience in obtaining a document some years ago for the Motueka RSA, is that Motueka Borough records are stored in TDC’s
archives.
Regards,
Jim Butler
Dear Anna,
I read your leaflet dated 13.12.2016 with interest, initially because I am not certain your list for Motueka is quite complete. As a committee
member of Keep Motueka Beautiful for about 15 years until I largely lost my mobility, I spent many hours planting and weeding in what we
called the Inlet Reserve, the large area between the Community Gardens and Wharf Rd. Is this area now called Link Park, Motueka?
However to be more constructive, my main reason for providing this feedback is the maintenance of the Pethybridge Rose Garden.
This Rose Garden is maintained beautifully and is a credit to the workers who keep it this condition. On my mobility scooter I pass the garden
4 times every week when visiting the Motueka RSA, and often trundle in for a closer look at the roses. If there are any other persons present,
it is usually the maintainers. This is the problem, this beautiful garden gets too few visitors. If it only got as many visitors as the Inlet
Reserve or Kumeras Walkway where I also did a lot of planting, it would be worth much more than the cost of maintaining it. For it is one of
Motueka’s best assets.
Some years ago this matter was discussed by the Motueka Community Board and the Community Manager at that time, Lloyd Kennedy, told
Board members that maintenance cost of the Pethybridge Rose Garden, amounted to about one fifth of the total cost of maintaining parks
and gardens in Motueka. According to some rough calculations I made at the time, each visitor to these Rose Garden was in effect a cost to
ratepayers of between $100 and $200.
Sometime later, in an effort to attract more visitors to this Rose Garden, the grassed area at its entrance was dug up and colourful annuals
were planted which are replaced two or three times a year. While the colourful entrance must have attracted more visitors to this garden, it
must have also added to its overall cost.
My proposal, when I am able to make it,
1. KEEP MOTUEKA BEAUTIFUL FEEDBACK. The main thrust of my feedback is that I strongly support all of the excellent feedback from Keep
Motueka Beautiful (KMB) on the above. In this KMB feedback I intend to follow up on one item only, their comment that there is a need for
more members of the public to visit the beautifully maintained Pethybridge Rose Garden. A Motueka icon.

2. HISTORY OF PETHYBRIDGE ROSE GARDEN. According to a four page document "Pethybridge Memorial Rose Garden Motueka'
produced by Ken Wright in 2016, who I believe may be a TDC staff member, W D & H O Wills (NZ) Ltd purchased the land on
where the Rose Garden now is in January 1963. Charles Pethybridge, then their Motueka manager but about to retire after 50
years’ service with the company, organised the building and planted this rose garden which was named after him. It was opened
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in October 1964 for the use and pleasure of the citizens and visitors to the District of Motueka. The rose garden was transmitted
to TDC on 13 July 1995, File 41572 Certificate of Title 35/172.
3 DEED OF GIFT. Re my previous correspondence with Anna Gerraty and the phoned response that a Deed of Gift of land by W D
& H O Wills (NZ) Ltd to the Motueka Borough Council on 5 October 1988 could not be found. It is not on property file
1956005300. So I can only assume that it does not exist and thus I can only be guided by the statement made at the opening of
the garden in 1964, in italics above, which allows a reasonable interpretation.
4. COST OF MAINTENANCE. Some years ago the then Community Services Manager in reply to a question, informed the
Motueka Community Board that the cost of maintaining the Pethybridge Rose Garden was about one fifth of the cost of
maintaining the other parks and gardens in Motueka. Since then considerable improvements have been made to this rose
garden, including the planting of a colourful flower beds on the grassed area at the entrance to the rose garden that must add to
the maintenance cost. But patronage has not markedly increased.
5. FEEDBACK ON PETHYBRIDGE ROSE GARDEN. Though opened to the public, this Rose Garden was largely privately run from its
beginning in the 1960s until 1988 when it was transferred to the then Motueka Borough Council. It is suspected that the cost of
maintaining this Rose Garden is now similar to maintaining the Motueka Memorial Park. This park must get at least a 100 times
more public patronage than the Rose Garden. While this is comparing apples with oranges, except there is no contest when it is
considered which facility provides best value for ratepayers’ dollars. So unless patronage of the Rose Garden can be greatly
increased, an alternative could be a form of public private partnership. If a suitable arrangement could be arrived at with a
private operator to maintain this rose garden, it should reduce its cost so allowing more funding for other parks and gardens in
the Motueka Ward. Even if a subsidy may be required to keep this rose garden open to the public.
DECKS RESERVE

12227

Mrs Rae
Dozell

10625

Mr David
Armstrong

I would like to see more shade provided at Decks Reserve, in particular around the playground. Maybe some shade sails and tree planting
around the picnic tables. I am aware that vandalism is an issue around this area, but it is incredibly hot in the sheltered area beside
Community House and a health issues with melanoma of such incidence in NZ.
I hopefully (?) have attached a photo of some exercise equipment I saw at the riverside park in Nelson that I thought would be great here at
Decks Reserve by Community House, having such equipment available freely would be very beneficial to the staff and clients who use
Community House
Decks Reserve is one of Motueka's gems, but is somewhat underused. Located in the heart of the town, it is a special green space, but its size
and open structure makes much of it useful only for a small number of special events. Most people wanting to relax in the reserve choose a
spot where they are not so exposed to everyone's gaze - around the picnic tables on the southern boundary, in the Kiyosato garden, or at the
playground at the northern edge. A walk around among the historic plaques on the path is about the only other activity. Very occasionally
perhaps a handful of people are seen kicking a ball around in the centre, or throwing a Frisbee etc, but mostly it is completely vacant.
The policy of use of this reserve should be amended and worded so as to ensure that Council-owned or controlled building(s) and facilities
may be built on its boundaries, but that much of the present central green space be retained and uncluttered. The ability to build community
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facilities would enable a new library and community hub to be built probably at the Wallace Street boundary. This would make the whole
reserve more a focal point for the town and community, and therefore much better used.

I helped with traffic control at the Kai Fest held at Decks Reserve. I know that others have already submitted asking for a vehicle access ramp
from the car park onto the grass area at the Southern end of the reserve but there is also an issue at the Northern end that was used for
vehicle access on 9 April. The access is actually just a footpath leading on the left along the Eastern side of Community House and out to the
right toward the picnic and playground area. The entry point is wide enough for vehicle access but, just to the North of the path the grass area
has slumped. That meant that when some vehicles went through, when their rear wheels went off the path and down into the slumped area
the trailer they were towing bellied at the start of the drop off from the car park. The gouge marks are plain to see. In one instance we only
got a caravan through by using wooden blocks positioned so that the rear wheels of the towing vehicle were raised in the slump area and the
caravan wheels were also raised at the same time.
The success of the Kai Fest was such that I am sure it will be repeated and it may also make others think of using the same grassed site for
other events/activities. The current vehicle access is totally inadequate so, in addition to vehicle access at the Southern end of the car park,
could the Northern end access be improved too to overcome the bellying issues that occurred on 9 April.
It should also be noted that pedestrian access from the car park to the East is also limited. Many people cannot handle the drop off. Some
steps would help.
It is recommended that: The reviewed Decks Reserve Plan include the requirement to provide adequate vehicle and pedestrian access to the
Eastern grassed area for such events as the Kai Fest and also ensure that Decks Reserve is set up as well as possible to cater for such activities.
In addition to my comments about Decks Reserve, having now held one event there, I think it would be a good addition, not only to have a
ramp at the I-Site end of the carpark down into the reserve, but also have a clause in any Sunday Market contract (or other such contracts)
that states that access to Decks Reserve needs to be granted to any event that might coincide with the Sunday market. I believe from
conversations with the previous I-Site manager that the concrete carpark outside I-Site is in constant contention from market stall holders’ vs
emergency access to the park. Clarifying that access to the park needs to be clear at all times might shift the permanent stall holders to
positions that will be permanent - no matter of any event in the park, and can shift occasional stall holders away on these days (or in reality from what I hear - they should never be there in any case).
Another point that emerged from this event (and was an issue with previous events: The power supply to Decks Reserve is very limited. On
cold days the hand dryers take a lot of power, and juggling stall holders requiring power is a fickle business. An additional power supply would
alleviate that concern. It would also be a great health and safety feature if that power could be in a box on the green, instead of having to
thread it over and under people/paths from the toilets to the field.
Decks Reserve is a great asset - Let's make it more user friendly :-)

THORPS BUSH
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SubID#

Submitter

9560

Mrs June
Vincent

9562

Mrs Coralie
Smith

11052

Mr Rod
Markham

Feedback (unedited)
We live besides Thorp's Bush and I walk through it most days, although I don't go through there at nights as it is very dark and the path needs
lighting.
As one of the few remaining reserves of original native lands it must be preserved. There are some magnificent trees in the bush sections.
Although it is an alcohol free zone I often see people drinking in the open areas and the empty bottles or cans left behind. These are not often
young people.
On occasions I have also found the remains of drug paraphernalia used for smoking illicit drugs.
There needs to be a two or three more rubbish bins. I am aware that in the past a couple have been damaged and removed, rather than
replaced.
The sealed drive is now very broken and in need of urgent repair. It is closed to vehicles so doesn't generally need to bear traffic weights, other
than service vehicles, but needs to withstand frosts.
It would be good to see the children's playground with some modern additions. The park is used all the time by parents of small children
after/before/during supermarket shopping, so some additional equipment suitable for younger children would bring more families to enjoy
the bush surrounds. What's there is pretty boring, basically a fort, a small slide and a couple of swings.
This reserve is beside the busiest shopping part of Motueka with the supermarket and Warehouse close by. It is time to spend some money on
it. David Ogilvie has done a sterling job on the bush. Now it is time to redevelop the open sections.
I visit Thorps Bush a lot mainly for photographing fungi, enjoying the only original bush we have in town. Important to preserve the history.
Any bush area has to be a plus.
Thorps Bush Reserve.
This is a great piece of bush, it has a network of tracks and good picnic areas. I feel the tracks are losing their attraction as they are a little
forbidding and too close to town, again people tend to travel further for picnics. Rather than treating it as a "destination" it should be the
"gateway" to the walkway from the town centre through to the Recreation Centre, Goodman Park and the estuary walkway. I would like to
see a wider, more open central path/cycle way through the centre (with tracks off to the side) between Woodlands Avenue and the walkway.
The path should feel safe. It would encourage people to walk or cycle this route rather than drive/cycle down High Street.
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SubID#

10625

Submitter

Feedback (unedited)

Mr David
Armstrong

Thorp's Bush should be looked at in two parts - (1) the western-most present playground and picnic area, and (2) the remainder in its natural
forest state with two paths through it and several small, secluded green spaces. Reserve status and management plans need to consider these
two parts separately as well as in their entirety.
The present areas in their natural state must be left as is, and no clearing of undergrowth other than that required for botanical purposes be
undertaken, plus new plantings of approved native species to ensure botanical equilibrium. The natural forest area must be given the highest
status possible, which I believe to be "Scenic Reserve", to provide maximum protection against any potential commercial or recreational
development.
The common perception of rampant drug-taking in the forest undergrowth is very much overstated, and clearing undergrowth would not
solve any drug-related problems anyway. I also ask for the installations of up to a dozen small signs beside important, prominent trees along
the walking paths with the names of the tree species and some brief interpretive text.
The playground and picnic area at the western end could be further developed to be more inviting to visitors and families, and to provide for
more activities, including organised events using low-decibel amplification systems, such as the Teddy Bears Picnic or other small concerts.
Installing a prominent carved entrance arch, or Waharoa, across the present gravel access road where the picnic area meets the real bush,
would encourage the people who do get up to antisocial behaviour in the reserve to respect the bush more. A similar (smaller) carved
entrance should be installed at the Avalon Court entrance (south of the footbridge) to the reserve, for a similar reason. These structures have
a way of telling people of all cultures that you are entering a special place with special values.
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SubID#

Submitter

Feedback (unedited)

12123

Keep
Motueka
Beautiful
(Mrs Beth
Bryant)

Thorps Bush - western side
Recreation reserve - western side of reserve
This Recreation area of the park is sometimes used for community gatherings such as family fun-days.
Mothers of small children use this area after shopping. The swings are appropriate, but it would be good to have a seat or table close by where
mothers can rest and some toddler play equipment installed close by the swings.
It may be useful to decide to have a preschool playground or an inclusive type of play area such as suggested by Utah State University found
at: http/www.inclusiveplaygrounds.org/me2/overview
Furniture
The picnic tables are appropriate to this area.
The children’s play equipment
The eastern play equipment- near the trees- is often very wet -this especially so in the winter and this equipment may be better sited in a
different playground. In addition, this playground is a bit unsafe for preschool children as they climb up the ladder and then get stuck because
of the big gap at the top (no continued rail). (It would be safer for them to slide down than attempt to go back down the ladder.)
There is a personal safety issue for this recreation area. Some parents will not use the playground without support persons present.
Although a tunnel slide would likely solve the wetness problems in this area, I understand that it would not be a safe place to install such a
slide for similar personal safety reasons.
There is a scout hall on the edge of the park. This park should be kept as open space and no more buildings should be placed in it.
It would be useful to plant some of this part of the reserve in eco -sourced native plantings to improve buffer zone of the very important forest
part. For instance, the cracked concrete part could be removed and replanted. TDC Revegetation species plan Riuwaka Plains and Valleys
(produced for TDC by Shannel Courtney) is the correct species list to use for Thorps Bush.
Michael Norths study SNH MO2 2008 has some recommendations for areas that could be replanted.

12236

Mr David
Ogilvie

12266

12273

Mr Lionel
Solly (DOC)
Mr Grant
Heney

Note attached to submission: "Enclosed is my submission for Thorp's Bush, for the Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan review. Please
note that I may add two further sections ("policies") but it's likely these won't be ready until Council has prepared its own "draft plan" (my
own time constraints, with LTP etc!!). Clearly and definitely, I won't be able to be involved in any Council decision. David Ogilvie 16/2/17.”
The Reserves General Policies document includes policies about landscape and tree protection, but not in the biodiversity section. Important
for Thorp Bush. Potential classification for Thorp Bush of Scenic Reserve and Recreation Reserve sounds OK.
Thorp bush needs tidying up.too much lower undergrowth in the front part where public sit and the playground - need to open the place up
like washbourne gardens with some nice grasses in gardens under the big trees. People don't feel safe in there at present because people can
hide or duck out of the undergrowth - youths hide alcohol in the bushes by picnic tables
All the bushes give a feeling of a closed in environment- needs to be more open and user friendly.

Ms Joanna
Thorp’s Bush is a lovely example of clusters of large, mature trees alongside wide expanses of lawn for children’s play and family
Santa
picnics, along with ‘wilder’ areas of native bush with pathways.
Barbara
SANCTUARY PONDS RESERVE (GOODMAN PONDS)
12922
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SubID#

Submitter

Feedback (unedited)

13079

Ms Muriel
Moran

Goodman Ponds. As it is known as a watering place is it appropriate to add a water play feature that would attract families to
picnic there.

SKATEPARK – OLD WHARF ROAD

9565

Mrs Helen
Forsey

Dear Sir/Madam
I would like to add to the ideas proposed for Motueka special projects.
Motueka skate part is a well-used recreational space, it benefits a diverse range of ages, with small children to adults using the facilities. It is
an asset to the town, but is in desperate need of a small amount of attention. The areas of attention being:
- drainage, large puddles form on the concrete area and take a considerable amount of time to dry. This is a slip hazard and limits the use of
the space, particularly over winter.
- curbing along one edge to stop stones from drive in area from entering the concreted skate park area, this is a hazard particularly to the
small children who use the area for scooting.
- the toilets are also very dark, this could easily be fixed by adding a skylight or another more simple means of letting light into the block. The
toilets are much used by those that use the skate part but also those that walk/bike the estuary walkway.
- the mountain bike or BMX area also needs to be upgraded
- the Nelson BMX track is a great example and would be an asset to the town.
These simple upgrades would create a safer recreational area and benefit many in our community.
I look forward to hearing a response.
Regards, Helen Forsey

OLD WHARF QUAY MOTUEKA / ESTUARY FRONTAGE

12254

9562
9559

10574

Mrs Barbara
Loveridge

Mrs Coralie
Smith
Mr Geoff
Griffin
Mrs
Elizabeth
Small

Old Wharf Quay Motueka
I frequently walk with friends who are all over 80yrs from Staple Street to Janie Seddon or further. There is a toilet at The Kumeras & one at
the Salt Water Baths but one is needed at the Old Wharf. Recently as we came back the car park was full at the Old Wharf as a lot of people
from town were having their lunch there. Visitors often picnic in this area. I am sure a toilet would be appreciated
I understand this area is to be up-graded & this seems an opportunity to include this in plans.
I also visit estuary and wharf areas. Keeping camper vans out would be a big plus at wharf channel area. The walkway round estuary is
wonderful too as is area by Old Wharf.
Upgrading the foreshore walkway to enable locals and visitors to walk and cycle in safety and maintaining the seawall
As part of the reserves redevelopment, it would be good if the council widened the path on the beach reserve between Old Wharf Road and
the Saltwater baths. part of the track has been developed , which is great, but the rest is a narrow , rutted track which is difficult to walk, push
a buggy, or bike along. It is a lovely area to walk, and only requires a simple shell path with no extra planting.I would be grateful if you could
consider this. See attached photos and comments re path along Trewavas St beachfront.
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SubID# Submitter
Feedback (unedited)
RICHARDS RESERVE (WILDMAN ROAD RESERVE)
12922

Ms Joanna
Santa
Barbara

Wildman Rd. Reserve has very pleasant plantings along the side adjacent to the road, including at least one heavily –bearing fruit
tree, soon to benefit visitors with its harvest. There is one magnificent eucalypt lending great character to this reserve. This
reserve would benefit from a grove of large shady trees in its north-west corner. This would still leave a very large green space for
games.

LOWER MOUTERE RESERVES
10931

Miss Kate
Steffens

12922

Ms Joanna
Santa
Barbara

Lower Moutere (Ching) Reserve/Sports Ground. I live near this Reserve and regularly walk to it. It is little used and for this reason should be
opened up to dog walkers with or without a doggy-do bin provided. Most recreational users in our area are dog walkers.
Also, I cannot get my pram into the Reserve - could a pedestrian friendly gate please be erected to allow for pram/wheelchair access?

The reserve alongside Lower Moutere Hall has few plantings. It would be greatly enhanced by plantings of eventually large trees
around the perimeter at least.

ALEXANDER BLUFF REST AREA
Every year many freedom campers are using the Alexander Bluff reserve now. Estimate last year about 150 to 200 people! I went over and
asked them respectfully to clean up and take rubbish away, and they were respectful to me and tidied up. I think there should be a part time
Ms Sarah
paid position for someone to oversee this reserve and I would like to apply for the position. Otherwise there needs to be a few changes in
10576
Douglas
order not to upset the locals - mainly to rubbish and toilet facilities. It really is a very good place for travellers if used tidily and provides a
feeling of safety for them. Local people are finding it more difficult to use the reserve now due to the overwhelming numbers of overseas
youth camping there.
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ATTACHMENTS RECEIVED VIA WEBSITE / EMAIL / LETTER
Several people/groups have sent in detailed documents containing their feedback on Motueka Ward reserves. These are appended in full below. The table on this page lists
the Submitter ID number, who made the submission and the subject areas covered in their document – please use this as a reference when reading through the
attachments on the following pages. Submitter ID numbers are noted at the top of each attachment.
SubID#
10574
10863

Submitter
Mrs Elizabeth Small
Vision Motueka (Mr David Armstrong)

Subjects
See attached photos and comments re path along Trewavas St beachfront.
General, Decks Reserve, Thorp Bush, Beach Reserve, Ledger Goodman Park,
Appendices
General, playgrounds, park maintenance, Egington and Wilson Parks.
Fearon's Bush
Thorp Bush (western side)
Thorp Bush
Decks Reserve
Fearon's Bush

Attachment?
See attachment
See attachment

10901
12122
12123
12124
12227
12228

Mr & Mrs Chris Budgen
Mrs Beth Bryant
Mrs Beth Bryant
Mrs Beth Bryant
Mrs Rae Dozell
Mr Tony Bryant

12232
12236
12237

Ledger Goodman Park and 33 Old Wharf Road
Thorp Bush
Detailed submission on several reserves located in Motueka town

12238
12243

Mrs Petra Stephenson
Mr David Ogilvie
Keep Motueka Beautiful (Dr Paul
Mosley)
Mr Alan Norton
Mrs Dawn Jones

12249
12250
12255

Mrs Beth Bryant
Ms Carolyn Payne
Miss Catherine Hills

Old Wharf picnic park
Decks Reserve
Brooklyn Hall and Brooklyn Valley reserve

12262
12264
12265
12266

Mrs Jody Maru
Ms Melissa Gray
Ms Suzanne Viveen
Mr Lionel Solly (Department of
Conservation)
Andrea Carrington + 15 others
Mr Paul Mosley

Thorp Bush – cover letter and copy of ‘Take Back Thorp Bush’ (June 2015)
Ted Reed Reserve
Ted Reed Reserve
Thorpe Bush Reserve

See attachments
See attached hand-written
letter and landscape plan
See attachment
See attachment
See attached hand-written
letter.
See attachment – hard copy
See attachment
See attachment
See attachment

Decks Reserve
Reserves maintenance, signage, Motueka Quay, overnight camping at reserves

See attachment
See attachment

12451
12848

Ledger Goodman Park, Te Apo Place reserve
Ledger Goodman Park - food forest

See attachment
See attachment
See attachment
See attachment
See attached photo.
See attachment - separate PDF
file
See attachment
See attachment
See attachment
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SubID#
12893

Submitter
Wakatū Inc & NRAIT, Mr Mike Ingram

12917

Mr Ross McDonald

12921
12922

Mrs Glenys Savile
Ms Joanna Santa Barbara

13110

Mr Brent Maru (Chair of Motueka
Community Board
Emily Greenhough (Motueka Golf
Club)

13111

Subjects
Object to the classification of any reserves in the Motueka Ward. Specific interest
in Memorial Park and Sports Park Motueka (Rugby Park).
Anarewa Crescent Reserve, Thorp Bush, Pethybridge Rose Garden, Memorial Park,
access ways at Stephens Bay.
Twin Oaks, Parker Street Motueka (street trees)
Plant more trees in eight reserves: (Thorp Bush, Lower Moutere Hall, Wildman
Road, Wharepapa, Ngapiko, Pioneer Cemetery, Kowhai and Ledger Goodman
reserves).
Letter to Huia Rugby Football Club outlining Board support for proposed Clubroom
development at Sports Park Motueka.
Walkway from Adair Drive to shoreline, along northern boundary of Motueka Golf
Course.

Attachment?
See attachment
See attachment
See attached photos x2
See attachment

See attachment
See attachment
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SubID#10574
Further to my submission asking for a wider path along the Trewavas St beachfront, here are some photos.

This is what the pathway looks like for a small portion of the walkway. This is what it all needs to look like.

The pathway narrows quickly until it looks like the photo below
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This is not user friendly for cyclists, the elderly, people in mobility scooters, or people pushing buggies.
Please consider making the entire walkway like the small portion in the first picture (which I think may have
been done by one of the owners of one of the beachfront properties).
This little walkway is a jewel in Motueka’s crown and needs to be accessible for everyone.

This is an example of the views from the walkway.
Yours sincerely, Liz Small
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SubID#10863

Submission on TDC's Motueka Reserves Management Plan, 2016-17
By Vision Motueka Development Trust
10 December 2016
1. About Vision Motueka
Vision Motueka is a community organisation and charitable trust working to identify and promote or
put into practice ways of making Motueka more vibrant, progressive, sustainable, healthy and
resilient into the long-term future, and for future generations.
The improvements we seek cover the whole of our community, including business/economic,
social/health and environmental aspects. Our vision is of a thriving, connected town built on these
three pillars. As such, we see the care and enhancement of our environment, including the reserve
and recreational spaces, as a vital element of our work, and to that end we support in particular the
work of a partner organisation Keep Motueka Beautiful in its endeavours.
In 2015 Vision Motueka conducted a large-scale, comprehensive community consultation process
called "Motueka 2030", asking people through various channels and forums to tell us what would
make Motueka stronger into the future. The findings of that study were presented in a report which
has been distributed to community leaders including the Motueka Community Board and TDC
councillors and senior staff. Those findings included opinions and ideas which concerned our
environment including reserves. Excerpts from the relevant section of the report, headed "Places for
our People", is provided in the appendix.
2. General comment on TDC's reserves management in the Motueka Ward
Vision Motueka commends Tasman District Council on the general standard of the Council reserves
in the Motueka Ward. It is clear that TDC staff are keen to maintain and further develop most of
them, and to provide input to and support for local aspirations - such as the work of Keep Motueka
Beautiful - for better-used parks and reserves.
We believe that some reserves need some further work or modifications to their condition, uses or
management, to make them even more user friendly and therefore used more often. These
suggestions are outlined below.
3. Decks Reserve
Decks Reserve is one of Motueka's gems, but is somewhat underused. Located in the heart of the
town, it is a special green space, but its size and open structure makes much of it useful only for a
small number of special events. Most people wanting to relax in the reserve choose a spot where
they are not so exposed to everyone's gaze - around the picnic tables on the southern boundary, in
the Kiyosato garden, or at the playground at the northern edge. A walk around among the historic
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plaques on the path is about the only other activity. Very occasionally perhaps a handful of people
are seen kicking a ball around in the centre, or throwing a Frisbee etc, but mostly it is completely
vacant.
Vision Motueka for several years has been advocating the use of up to about 10% of the open space
to site a building or suite of community-use buildings or community hub. The hub would be based
around a new library and visitor centre, and incorporate other attractive features such as art display
space and council and community meeting room(s). Its best location would be on the Wallace Street
boundary, and extending up to 30 metres northward. We envisage that such a facility would blend
with the open green space to its north through a transition zone of plantings, paved areas, some
simple play equipment and picnic tables, and perhaps a water feature. The whole facility in time
would become a community centre and focus. It would also provide a focal point for large events
such as Christmas in the Park, Motueka Kai Fest and some outdoor music concerts.
We submit that the policy of use of this reserve be amended and worded so as to ensure that
Council-owned or controlled building(s) and facilities may be built on its boundaries, but that much
of the present central green space be retained and uncluttered.
We also believe the playground area at the northern end of the reserve could have further play
items added, and in particular another picnic table a shade cloth setup to encourage its use for
family outings, allowing parents to oversee children without getting sunburnt.
4. Thorp's Bush
In Vision Motueka's "Motueka 2030" consultation process, a significant part of the conversation was
about Thorp's Bush, which is another Motueka gem. We received a large amount of feedback on the
general question of whether or not this reserve should be further developed. Although the question
did not go on to whether this meant parts of it or all of it should be developed, the answers gave us
sufficient confidence to make this submission.
Thorp's Bush should be looked at in two parts - (1) the western-most present playground and picnic
area, and (2) the remainder in its natural forest state with two paths through it and several small,
secluded green spaces. Reserve status and management plans need to consider these two parts
separately as well as in their entirety.
The majority of people contributing to the Motueka 2030 conversation believe the present areas in
their natural state must be left as is, and that no clearing of undergrowth other than that required
for botanical purposes be undertaken, plus new plantings of approved native species to ensure
botanical equilibrium. Vision Motueka submits that the natural forest area be given the highest
status possible, which we believe to be "Scenic Reserve", to provide maximum protection against
any potential commercial or recreational development.
We believe that the common perception of rampant drug-taking in the forest undergrowth is very
much overstated, and that clearing undergrowth would not solve any drug-related problems
anyway. The present natural bush is a gem not only for Motueka but for the Tasman district. We also
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ask for the installations of up to a dozen small signs beside important, prominent trees along the
walking paths with the names of the tree species and some brief interpretive text.
Motueka 2030 respondents also said the playground and picnic area at the western end could be
further developed to be more inviting to visitors and families, and to provide for more activities,
including organised events using low-decibel amplification systems, such as the Teddy Bears Picnic
or other small concerts.
Vision Motueka is aware of and commends the work done by the Motueka cluster of the Tasman
Youth Council in producing a concept for further development of this area. The playground
equipment is okay but a few more items should be added. The gravel service road must be improved
so as to be at least weather (and frost) resistant. Its present state is visually very poor and lends the
mind to think that the reserve is not well maintained. (Many cyclists use that road path as a short cut
that avoids the use of High Street.)
We also believe that installing a prominent carved entrance arch, or Waharoa, across the present
gravel access road where the picnic area meets the real bush, would encourage the people who do
get up to antisocial behaviour in the reserve to respect the bush more. A similar (smaller) carved
entrance should be installed at the Avalon Court entrance (south of the footbridge) to the reserve,
for a similar reason. These structures have a way of telling people of all cultures that you are
entering a special place with special values.
5. Beach Reserve and Port Motueka quays
Vision Motueka is very supportive of the work being done by Keep Motueka Beautiful and Tasman
District Council to make this area (much of which has been a disgrace for too many years) far more
attractive to local residents and visitors. We encourage any assistance by TDC to allow Keep
Motueka Beautiful's plans to be completed. This includes plantings and the path along the eastern
foreshore linking George Quay and Beach Reserve. We also request that TDC make every effort to
help tidy up and beautify the area between the end of Ward Street and the newly created car park.
The main issue Vision Motueka is unhappy about is the lack of clear policy and enforcement around
overnight camping in any parts of these reserve areas apart from the area to the east side of the
Beach Reserve rectangle. There should be no overnight camping at George Quay. We submit that a
major priority in this area is for an unambiguous policy and signage, followed up by enforcement, to
ensure no overnight camping by any vehicles, self-contained or not, outside the designated area at
the north-east corner of Beach Reserve, between the toilets and the petanque area.
6. Ledger Goodman Park
Vision Motueka supports the work of Keep Motueka Beautiful and the Our Kai Motueka group in the
planting and care of edibles in this reserve. A picnic table and alternative walking path should be
installed. We would also like to see at least one other reserve, preferably on the north side of town,
to be enhanced in similar fashion.
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Appendix 1
Following are relevant extracts from the report "Motueka 2030: Community Priorities for Motueka"
(Selections from pages 15 - 17)

PLACES FOR OUR PEOPLE
Summary: The Motueka community placed a high priority of increasing quantity and quality of social
infrastructure for our community to enjoy or improved library, a community hub and improvements
to Thorp’s Bush
Build a community centre (hub)
The idea of building a community centre, or “hub”, rated as priority 12 in the 45-item questionnaire.
The descriptor said: “Build a community centre (hub) offering a range of facilities in one place”,
which provides some detail, but is also quite open for public interpretation. The idea has public
interest, though there was little significant discussion on the Facebook page or elsewhere to gather
information on what a community centre may include.
Some people saw an opportunity to develop the Deck’s Reserve area (or elsewhere) into a town
square with a community hub where community facilities are based, and people can connect with
each other. This has been a topic of great interest for some members of the community for a few
years.
Improve Thorp’s Bush
Improving the quality and usefulness of Thorp’s Bush rated as priority 18 of the 45- item
questionnaire. On the Facebook page, it was asked whether Thorp’s Bush should be developed
further as a place for community activities or maintained in its largely natural state.
Many people noted safety concerns about Thorp’s Bush at present, with the place being misused for
drinking and drug taking (and deals). Some suggested lighting the area to reduce unsocial activity. It
should be noted however that increased lighting, without other interventions might provide a
perception of safety that is not true, actually increasing the safety risk. Some people also said that
safety issues around Thorp's Bush have been significantly overstated.
Most people wanted to create a more attractive and welcoming place that would be used by
families. It was suggested that improving the area would create a “virtuous cycle” by which the area
would become more used, safer and more attractive.
Many people wanted to ensure that in any development, the natural character of the lowland forest
was maintained, ensuring protection of trees, and planting only appropriate plant species.
Many suggested or supported the idea of having an urban design specialist create a plan for how to
best develop the area. Specific improvement suggestions included:
• improved playground
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• improved signage - including historic and ecological significance
• small performance stage
• extra seating
• whare-style entrance
• more planting
• drainage to improve boggy ground
• rubbish collection
• some (well planned) clearing of undergrowth in the bush.

Appendix 2 – Other related correspondence received in March 2016
Commentary and suggestions on TDC's 2016/17 and 2017/18 Annual Plans
By Vision Motueka Development Trust - 21 March 2016
First, TDC clearly has achieved what it set out to do during the 2015/16 financial year. Second,
Vision Motueka acknowledges that the new way of creating an annual plan for the second year of
a 10-year plan (LTP) makes sense, although we believe a small amount of flexibility should be
accommodated to react to changes through the existing year, such as the unexpected $12 million
surplus. And we thank TDC for providing the opportunity for our community and our organisation
to comment on the already decided 2016/17 plan and to make suggestions for changes for the
2017/18 plan.
Councillors have been repeating frequently the mantra that "we have listened to the people" and
therefore reduced rates rises to a minimum and reduced debt largely through cutting back on
community development and facility projects. We believe that councillors have been listening to
only one section of the community - those with the loudest voice, who would continue to complain
even if their rates were halved. As part of the Motueka 2030 community consultation which Vision
Motueka ran last May, we found that those perennial complainers were in fact a minority. Asked
the question: "Do you agree with increasing the targeted rate for Motueka to $1 per week to be
used only on Motueka projects", nearly 65% were in favour (to some degree) while 35% were
against (also to some degree). A total of 540 people took part in that survey, far more Motueka
people than those who made submissions to the Council's LTP. An even stronger level of approval
was gained in a more informal yes/no question conducted at the Sunday Market and in a town
hall meeting. While we are not suggesting that such an additional targeted rate be applied, we
assert that this result indicates a preference by most residents that rates, if used for local
community development, should not be squeezed unnecessarily low just to appease a vocal
minority.
Trustees of Vision Motueka continue to hear from people who are increasingly antagonistic
toward TDC because of their lack of positive response to clear community needs. It is our opinion
that councillors risk even further losing the support of the people they represent by remaining
dogmatically looking just at the money and increasingly ignoring community development needs
for this Ward. We are also aware that the Motueka Community Board has been advocating on
behalf of our community on many community improvement issues (not just roads or sewage) for
some time, and we see their frustration in always being told - "No, there is no money for this".
Common examples of this include the claim of no money being available to enforce freedom
camping rules, the lack of action on a new library for Motueka, inadequate assistance for
museum improvements, and a refusal to help with costs of litter cart operations in town. We
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also are aware of a common response by council to the volunteers of Keep Motueka Beautiful
who are trying to make improvements to our reserves, that there is never any money in the
budget for some small projects, which would be little more than pocket money for Council. It
often seems that dogma, following the party line, and Council staff micromanagement
dominates over common sense and making communities better.
The biggest issue of all which is antagonising the majority of Motueka people (as shown in
the Motueka 2030 report) has been the continual deferral of addressing the substandard
Motueka library issue. Even Grey Power, normally a group which slates much Council
spending, is now supportive of a long-standing proposal for a new library for the town.
Placing this yet another 4 years out in the long term plan has been a very sad decision for
our community.
Council is saying how proud is that it saved $12 million more than expected during the past year,
and that this will be used for debt reduction (apparently) while continuing to claim no money is
available for simple community development improvements. This is seen by many residents as a
meanspirited and ideological/dogmatic policy. Vision Motueka requests that a minimum of 10%
(and preferably 20%) of those unexpected savings be used during the 2016/17 year to fund a series
of small projects around the district that are high priority for ratepayers. That will still allow for
unexpected further reduction in Council debt, but will help restore some of the Council's lost
goodwill and kudos in the community.
Vision Motueka asks that local Motueka leadership be given further autonomy in selection of
which community development projects take place, by reducing the amount of
micromanagement by Council staff of Motueka matters. During the amalgamation debate four
years ago Tasman Councillors promised more delegation be given to Community Boards, but it
is clear that if anything there has been less since that time.
2017/18 annual plan
Regarding the 2017/18 annual plan, Vision Motueka requests that when workshopping begins
later this year for the plan, a figure of between $100,000 and $150,000 be allocated to work by
Council to begin the community development project of creating a library, service centre and
community/ visitor hub on Wallace Street. This money would be used for the required feasibility
studies and community consultation, with results being ready for the 2018/19 annual plan to begin
the facility planning and preparation for building. This would bring the project forward by
approximately two years. Given the further savings expected as debt levels are further decreased,
an earlier library/hub project development seems a very reasonable request.
The library and community hub project was one of the highest voted preferences of the people
taking part in the Motueka 2030 consultation, and given the present strong financial position of
the Council we see no reason why the project cannot be brought forward.
David Armstrong,
Chairman,
On behalf of and ratified by Trustees.
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Vision Motueka Development Trust
Annual Plan 2016
Background
The trustees have decided to tackle VMDTts community development role on two parallel "fronts":
1. Execution of agreed, defined projects.
2. Development and enhancement of activities which strengthen our community's
connectedness and the engagement of its members.
This planning document sets out what goals and activities the trust will aim for and undertake
through 2016. It is important to note that these can be accomplished only if all trustees (and, where
appropriate, other board members) play a part by taking on at least one portfolio role.
The progress and accountability of the projects (work stream 1) will be the responsibility of the
board as a whole. This includes responsibility for the VMDT components of projects which are
being run as joint ventures with partner organisations.
The progress and accountability of non-project "community development" work (work stream 2) will
be the responsibility of the trustees.
Project work
1. Community Swimming Pool. VM will have at least one trustee actively serving on the fundraising
committee (with the aim of increasing to two trustees). Our role will be principally be in strategic
planning and public relations, as required by the fundraising committee. Work will continue
through the year, and the involvement of VM in the project in 2017 and beyond will be reassessed
at the end of 2016.
2. Community Library and Hub. VM will have at least two trustees working when required within
the team that will liaise with TDC staff to work through the steps required for a long-term
outcome that reflects VM's vision for the hub. Our contributions are necessarily constrained by
the regulations and processes which TDC must work through in terms of official community
consultation, land designation, and relationships with other potential users of the hub. VM will
endeavour to remain the "ginger group" that ensures timelines are kept community engagement
and education is facilitated. The three activities that we will drive this year will be:
i.
Prepare a submission on the future use of Decks Reserve to feed the Motueka Reserves
Management Plan review around November;
ii.
Prepare a submission around November into Council's first discussions on the 2017/18
iii.
Annual Plan, to advocate for fund allocation on a feasibility study and consultation; (3)
Starting in mid-year to begin to feed our ideas about the hub back into the community
conversations (that is, public relations).
3. Harvest Festival. VM will be the umbrella group responsible for the underlying strategy and
finances, though not the project leader. We will have at least two trustees working on the project
planning team. The team will put together what is required to hold a successful event on Sunday,
April 9th 2017. The first run of this event, which is aimed at being an annual festival, will
concentrate mainly on community celebration, with commercial participation and opportunities
potentially to be added in later years. VMDT will umbrella the event until its first happening, after
which a review by the full harvest project team will decide its ongoing "ownership".
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4. Ultrafast broadband. VM intends to be a participant in the UFB initiative in Tasman, but it has yet
to be decided the extent of our role. Possible roles will range from leading the Motueka digital
strategy project team, through to just keeping an eye and ear on developments with the project
being managed by either a new team or Our Town Motueka. At least one of our board should be
part of the project team.
5. Volunteers celebration and awards. VM will again be responsible for organising this event in 2016,
with part of the aim being to further solidify the event template that will enable another group
potentially to take on this annual event. Two members of our board should be involved in this.
6. Skills training for youth. One VM trustee will take on the task through 2016 to develop a scope
and potential plan for some sort of skills training system and facility(ies) for local young people.
This team leader will identify all the skills training facilities already available to Motueka people,
and all of the existing organisations which offer such training, and investigate the possibility of
both setting up one or more partnerships of existing providers and/or developing new facilities
and courses where gaps and potential solutions are identified. Note, this will not just be for formal
courses but also for informal mentoring options. The end of the project will be a researched
report back to the board for consideration as the basis of a development project for 2017.
7. Engagement with Maori and Pakeha. Trustees will work with willing iwi leaders to develop a range
of printed material to explain in simple words for interested Pakeha readers the history of Maori
in Motueka and the relationships and roles of the five principal Maori entities.
8. Port Motueka development. At least one trustee will conduct research and discussion with
representatives of potential stakeholders about future developments at the port, including
economic, amenity and environmental aspects.
Community engagement work
The trustees will try out several forms of outreach aimed at encouraging the wider community to
engage more in forward thinking about the town. As a bare minimum, the trustees will plan to:
1. Host and run a few well-advertised public meetings on issues or topics and projects that are or
could be of importance to the broad community. One will be a 'Meet the Candidates' meeting
before the local body elections in October.
2. Run well-advertised drop-in forums like our old "seed group" monthly meetings, to hear and
discuss ideas and concerns from the public for projects or initiatives. These may coincide with
twomonthly trustee meetings, or be separate.
3. Through 'think tank'-style meetings, prepare consensus submissions as a Trust on local and
central government issues affecting Motueka. Three are planned for 2016: (l) the Community
Board's 10-year plan, (2) TDC's review of the Reserves Management Plan for Motueka, and (3)
NZTA's strategic review of State Highway 60 through the Motueka ward (if time permits). We
expect that others may arise as the year goes on, eg the freedom camping issue.
4. Several questionnaires via Survey Monkey on chosen community issues. I (t is possible that some
or all of these questionnaires could be done on a contract basis for the Community Board.)
5. Where appropriate, visit other community groups to learn about them and tell them about
VMDT.
6. Further develop and use the Facebook pages for Vision Motueka, Motueka Online and Motueka
2030.
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SubID#10901

Submission to TDC concerning Motueka’s parks and playgrounds and sports fields
Dear Sir\Mdm
My wife and I are generally impressed with the standards of Motueka parks and reserves. They are attractive,
serviceable and always seemed to be well maintained. We have no strong feelings about their future
management other than the maintenance of the current standards.
Children’s playgrounds are always welcome addition to parks and reserves and increases their utility. Bench
seats would be a welcome addition to them to provide the opportunity simply to set and contemplate. We
would like to see them continue to be dog friendly but those polite notices which invite people to remove any
dog droppings and the provision of rubbish bins for them with the occasional supply of plastic bags is very
helpful.
I am mindful that the provision of any structures on a reserve may attract vandalism but on the whole
Motueka parks and reserves seem to be relatively free of this. And the more they are used the less likely
vandals will have the opportunity to persist.
I have the opportunity to enjoy the Eggington and Wilson parks frequently. Recently I sent a letter to TDC
expressing my appreciation of these parks a copy is printed below. I was a little disappointed not to receive a
response to this letter.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Motueka parks and reserves.
Chris Budgen
From: Chris [mailto:chris@pharmwise.net]
Sent: Friday, 21 October 2016 2:20 PM
To: info@tasman.govt.nz
Subject: Forward to Parks & Reserves Depts Motueka & Richmond
Dear Sir/Mdm
I want to record my appreciation of the way in which Eggington and Wilson parks in Motueka are maintained.
I visit Eggington Park almost every day and appreciate the design and maintenance of the park. Recently it has
been a riot of blossom and shortly there will be a succession of flowering trees and shrubs many of which are
perfumed as I recall from last year. One or two more rhododendrons particularly perfumed examples would be
good as the park largely loses its colour after blossom has dropped from trees. Many people are fanatical
about using native plantings however I think we should enjoy the diversity of what we have. I welcome the
new plantings and note that the kakabeak plants, small though they are, are in flower. The park always has the
appearance of being well cared for, the grass is regularly mown and I see that the broadleaf has been sprayed.
I spoke to one of the councils’ contractors in the park recently, he clearly enjoyed putting the care and
maintenance into his job.
I am usually the only occupant of the park when I take my dog there for exercise and training but I noticed at
other times that it appears not to be well used however there are a reasonable number of parents who
supervise their children on the climbing frames and other children play ball games. For a while a group of
young teenage girls seemed to use the park for a gathering after school but they would leave a circle of chippie
and lolly wrappers and drink containers which I could not ignore. Some people walk their dogs through the
park and sadly a few of them do not clear up their droppings after them but generally the park remains tidy
and enjoyable. Thank you for the Council staff/contractors for maintaining such a pleasant green space
amongst the houses.
Yours sincerely,
Chris Budgen
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SubID#12122

Fearon’s Bush
TDC has correctly obtained a Native Habitats Tasman Site Assessment of Fearon’s bush. It was surveyed by
Michael North in 2008
Introduction
Fearon’s bush was purchased in 1914 ‘for the purpose of a public reserve or recreation purposes’.
Fearon’s Bush is missing from TDC parks and reserves list and needs to be included into it.
Fearon’s Bush is leased By TDC as a campground. If the campground is to continue in its present form the trees
and replacement plantings need to be cared for more carefully than is the case at present. The trees make the
park a pleasant place to visit, though the new lease does not permit locals to visit in the camping season. This
should also be made clear in the management plan.
Fearon’s does not have a current management plan. It needs a management plan to ensure the recognition of
the importance of the value and the long-term survival of this the forest remnant.
It would be good to see these amazing trees fenced- as is TDCs policy for caring for such trees. A greater effort
should be made to ensure vehicles are not driving across or parking on the roots of the Kahikatea. Kahikatea
are very susceptible to root compaction. Running a tractor or driving/ parking vehicles over the roots is thus
likely to cause damage to, and eventual demise of, these magnificent and important trees.

NHT Site Assessment Report (MO 1)
Norths study NHT MO1 states:‘Site Significance
This site is significant for the following reasons:
Although poorly representative of the original forest cover, the community that the treelands represent is so rare
within the Motueka ED that its value is sufficient for it to be deemed significant.’
‘The site consists of c31 native trees that are relics of the original forest cover, mixed with exotic trees and
standing over grassland and infrastructure related to the holiday park. They consist of (all mature trees) 11
kahikatea, 16 titoki, 1 turepo, 1 pigeonwood, 1 mahoe, and at least 1 lowland totara (a further c5 are probably
too young to be part of the original cover and may have been planted, or were self-sown in more recent times).’
‘Vegetation
Alluvial podocarp rich forest has been drastically depleted in Motueka ED with well less than 1% remaining of its
original area’…
‘Thus even heavily modified sites such as this are of immense value in the district’….
‘Severely modified as it is, it is the rarity of the forest communities that once stood here (both kahikatea forest
and titoki rich podocarp forest) that gives this site such a notable value’….
‘ kahikatea are very rare in this northern sector of the ED being known elsewhere only from Thorp Bush’.
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Recommendations for Management.
The important forest trees make the campground very attractive and thus for economic reasons as well
as their rarity it is imperative that they are properly cared for:

Follow North’s excellent recommendations for management. (p4 SHT MO1copied below).



Three main areas of trees are shown on the site map of NHT site assessment MO1 .(copied
below)

These areas should be barked and a suitable fence installed to keep traffic /mowers etc. from driving
over the roots of the trees. A picket fence would be in keeping with the history of the park.
As well, a minimum of barking of individual kahikatea to the root line is advised.


The mature trees have ‘heritage status’ for their protection. However, it should be noted that it is
very concerning that the roots of the heritage kahikatea need improved protection and
conservation measures.



Apparently ‘replacement’ trees are planted when an older tree is killed, but these replacement
trees have no protection at present and should be given status so that they are not eliminated.

Reasons for these recommendations
Quoted from TDC NHT site assessment report MO1(2008):
Threats
Root zone compaction and modification is undoubtedly the greatest threat to the health of the trees through
vehicle passage under them and any ongoing or future infrastructural developments.
Management issues and suggestions
…The most that can be done is to ensure the long-term survival of the trees. The main area of kahikatea in the
centre of the property appears to be accessible to vehicles pulling off the tarmac and it is questioned here whether
this is sustainable from the perspective of tree longevity as podocarps are notoriously vulnerable to root
compaction (KMB highlighting). Some expert advice should be taken if it has not already been done so. It is
pleasing to see that some efforts have been made to deter foot passage away from tree bases with the use of
bark and minor amenity plantings.
The kahikatea trees are a rare source of seed in this sector of the ecological district, and should be collected and
grown by those involved with forest restoration projects in the Motueka area, to retain the particular genetic
characteristics of the locality.
(It should be noted that the writer of this submission was unable to access park because locals are unfortunately
excluded from Fearon’s bush at this time.)
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SubID#12123

Thorps Bush- western side
Motueka Ward Management Plan Review
Submission, Keep Motueka Beautiful
Recreation reserve- western side of reserve
This Recreation area of the park is sometimes used for community gatherings such as family fundays .
Mothers of small children use this area after shopping. The swings are appropriate, but it would be
good to have a seat or table close by where mothers can rest and some toddler play equipment
installed close by the swings.
It may be useful to decide to have a preschool playground or an inclusive type of play area such as
suggested by Utah State University found at:
http/www.inclusiveplaygrounds.org/me2/overview
Furniture
The picnic tables are appropriate to this area.
The children’s play equipment
The eastern play equipment- near the trees- is often very wet -this especially so in the winter and
this equipment may be better sited in a different playground. In addition, this playground is a bit
unsafe for preschool children as they climb up the ladder and then get stuck because of the big gap
at the top (no continued rail). (it would be safer for them to slide down than attempt to go back
down the ladder.)
There is a personal safety issue for this recreation area. Some parents will not use the playground
without support persons present.
Although a tunnel slide would likely solve the wetness problems in this area, I understand that it
would not be a safe place to install such a slide for similar personal safety reasons.
There is a scout hall on the edge of the park.
This park should be kept as open space and no more buildings should be placed in it.
It would be useful to plant some of this part of the reserve in eco -sourced native plantings to
improve buffer zone of the very important forest part. For instance, the cracked concrete part could
be removed and replanted. TDC Revegetation species plan Riuwaka Plains and Valleys (produced
for TDC by Shannel Courtney) is the correct species list to use for Thorps Bush.
Michael Norths study SNH MO2 2008 has some recommendations for areas that could be replanted.
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SubID#12124

Thorps Bush
Introduction:TDC Website says: The forest remnant on the Reserve is extremely valuable in conservation terms. It supports
kahikatea, titoki, totara, matai, kowhai, tarata, kaikomato, ti tree and what is thought to the last remaining
specimen of white maire in the Motueka District.
The bulk of the reserve was vested to Council in 1952 from the estate of F.W. Thorp. A small section at the
eastern edge became part of the Reserve much later in 1993.
The assessment of ecological significance of indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna is an
important part of a territorial local authority’s responsibility.
Several Studies of Thorp’s bush have been produced for TDC. The latest produced by Michael North 2008
Significant Native Habitats (SNH) site MO2
This study SNH MO2 states:- ‘This site is the largest alluvial podocarp-broadleaved forest in Motueka ED ‘
PROTECTION of Thorps Bush
Recommendation
A Scenic reserve status as well as a covenant* would be the best option to protect this valuable ecological site.
Reasons for this recommendation
Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan 2001
The general policy document will be a core element of reserve management planning in the Tasman District.
The policies in this document apply to all ‘reserves’ as defined by the document and listed in Appendix 1, unless
a site-specific issue requires alternative policies in individual reserve management plans or other site-specific
management documents.
All new and reviewed management plans shall refer to this general policy document, unless a site-specific issue
requires an alternative approach.
The legal protection of the public land in question (Thorps Bush) determines the security of the indigenous
ecosystems within it. Recreation reserves or local purpose reserves do not offer the same level of protection to
biodiversity elements that
other reserve classifications or a conservation covenant do, because the focus of biodiversity protection and
associated legal provisions are weaker.
The requirement for formal protection to secure long-term biodiversity needs to be clearly stated. This
includes appropriate covenant or reserve classification of public land so that there is recognition that sites
subject to revegetation are formally managed for biodiversity values into the future. Finer detail around
aspects such as site preparation, propagation, releasing, herbivore control and replacement planting, and
associated performance targets need to be incorporated into the associated management plans.
The TDC policy adviser suggested when she came to KMB meeting that Scenic reserve status would give a
greater measure of protection to the forest than recreation or local purposes reserve classification currently
exists.
The addition of an appropriate covenant to Scenic Reserve status would make the protection more likely to be
observed into the future as it is registered against the title of the property. (Reason for this: - In the recent
goings on re Fearon’s Bush in addition to a non-notified resource consent and the use of the ’Ministers
powers,’ TDC staff did not appear to realise that there was an TDC SHA report that gives important advice on
sustainable management of the forest remnant.
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*Covenantsi
A covenant is a legal agreement to protect land with important natural values.
Conservation covenants protect significant land and provide:





habitats for native plants and animals
corridors of protected native habitats
improved stream health
protection against erosion.

Covenants are normally in perpetuity, and therefore bind both the current and future landowners.
An agreed document is drawn up outlining the rights and responsibilities of each party, and it is then
registered against the title of the property.
MANAGEMENT of Thorps Bush
It would be beneficial if the management plan incorporates the management issues & suggestions made by
North as well as input from DoC.
Section 3.5 states that: Council will work with DOC to identify the best methods for sustaining such biodiversity
values.
Michael North’s excellent study TDC (SNH) site MO2 pinpoints some management issues, quoted here
(p8) ‘Management issues and suggestions
Weeds
In 1977 the forest’s lower understorey was ‘almost entirely absent’ (Park). The fact that today it has
substantially recovered is testimony to the efforts of council staff (and others?) in restoring the site. Restoration
plantings have helped to seal the edges from high light penetration, favouring natural regeneration of forest
species over light demanding weed species. Paradoxically however, some of these restoration plantings
threaten the very ecological integrity of the site that they were introduced to allay, because several of the
planted species are not indigenous to the locality and are highly invasive themselves. Their removal should be
the highest priority, along with a range of self-introduced invasive weeds that have been listed above. This has
been policy since 2001 (Harding) yet there is no indication that this has been undertaken. A full list of the
planted weed species is provided in the Appendix and it is hoped that all of these will be removed from the site
in time.’
Appropriate Species
‘Other revegetation species are locally indigenous but are either of the wrong provenance (e.g. variegated
Phormium, Astelia and Coprosma species and red akeake) or have been put in as amenity plantings that do not
reflect natural vegetation patterns, and look highly artificial (path-side beds of Hebe stenophylla and Carex
secta). Other introduced species, though not invasive, are not even indigenous to New Zealand, let alone the
northern South Island.
Shannel Courtney (2007) has prepared a list of revegetation species for TDC for this part of the district entitled
‘Motueka-Riwaka Plains and Valleys’**. A number of species that have been planted at the site are not on this
list, although they do occur in the general district. These include black beech, red beech, silver beech and
ponga. All but red beech should be on this list in my opinion. How purist one should go on insisting on the
removal of red beech from Thorp Bush is something that should at least be discussed.
Courtney further recommends only using ngaio and akiraho along the coastal margin of the district, and so
these planted species, strictly ecologically speaking do not belong here. Again this is a minor consideration
compared to the removal of the invasive and non-native species.’
(p9) ‘Recreation
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The site is a very valuable green space within the bounds of Motueka and its role as informal recreational space
must be recognised here, both as open grass and as shady forest areas. There has been a trend toward
encroaching on the grassy areas with indigenous plantings and this can only be encouraged. The need for the
extent of the remaining mown areas between pockets of trees in the SW sector is questionable, in the light of
the ecological significance of the site. It is suggested that many of the tree pockets are allowed to coalesce into
forest by a reduction in mowed lanes between them and an extension of restoration planting to link them.’
P9 shows map of area that ‘could readily be restored.’
‘There is a proliferation of formal and informal tracks through the more continuous forest. Some of the more
informal tracks within the main forest area should be closed due to trampling damage.’
Other useful Management strategies
section 3.5 TDC Reserves General Policies, September 2015 would be an excellent way to proceed, especially
as DoC expertise is close by in Motueka. Section 3.5 states that: Council will work with DOC to identify the best
methods for sustaining such biodiversity values. Norths study shows there are weeds and pests present in
Thorp’s Bush and input is required to support this ecosystem.
In addition, it would be practical if a group could be set up to care for the bush under strict supervision, as
locals do care about it but (a) do not have the expertise (b) do not want to take leadership.
In particular, the young people have expressed some interest in it and a such a restoration group would
encourage more awareness of forest values while producing more care and protection of this valuable
resource.( education 3.2.1.1 TDC Reserves general policies)
**(Note:-The correct TDC revegetation species list for Thorps Bush is - Riuwaka Plains and Valleys (produced
for TDC by Shannel Courtney). This list can be found
http://www.tasman.govt.nz/environment/land/biodiversity/restoration-planting-lists/)
Some quotes from the SNH MO2 North’s study: ‘Botanical Values Alluvial podocarp rich forest has been drastically depleted in Motueka ED with <1%
remaining of its original area.
Within the Wai-iti/Waimea catchment section, only one site exceeds this one in size but it is classified as
podocarp forest rather than podocarp-hardwood forest. This site is therefore of immense value as the largest
example of its kind in the ED. Its proximity to coastal influence is also a special feature of this site.’…
‘The natural occurrence of ti kouka is very notable as it is now extremely rare in the ED.
Fauna
Tui were in reasonable numbers and appear to be resident. A pair of kotare/kingfisher were very active and
may be breeding in a hollow ti kouka. Fantail were seen occasionally. It is likely that seasonally, the forest is an
locally important food source for tui and kereru.’
General condition
The site is in variable condition, depending on locality. Overall it is reasonable under tree/forest canopies, with
abundant natural regeneration or dense and appropriate restoration plantings. In others there is growing
problem of weed invasion, largely from planted NZ species not indigenous to the locality. Other inappropriate
plantings detract from the site’s ecological value. Excessive tracking is affecting the condition of the forest in
places and too much of the site is managed as grassy lanes that isolate stands of podocarps.
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Connectivity The site is significantly isolated
Buffering The site is poorly buffered
There are four main ways of covenanting:
 A conservation covenant with the Department of Conservation, or another authorised body.
 An open space covenant with the Queen Elizabeth II (QEII) National Trust.
 A kawenata covenant for Māori landowners, which is also available through QEII.
 A Ngā Whenua Rāhui Kawenata, which is between the Minister of Conservation and Māori
landowners.
Best choice for this forest remnant either/or

DOC Covenants
A conservation covenant with the Department of Conservation can be used to protect biodiversity on private
property. The costs of protecting an area under a covenant may be met either fully or partially by the
Department of Conservation especially if the conservation values are of national importance.
The Nature Heritage Fund can also be used to achieve protection using a conservation covenant where the
landowner retains title of the land, or by direct purchase on a ‘willing seller - willing buyer’ basis at fair market
rates.
QE11
What is an open space covenant?
An open space covenant is a legal agreement between a landowner and Queen Elizabeth II National Trust that
permanently protects a special natural or cultural feature.
The agreement is entered into voluntarily and binds current and all subsequent landowners in perpetuity. The
covenant is registered on the title to the land.
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SubID#12227

Decks Reserve
I would like to see more shade provided at Decks Reserve, in particular around the playground.
Maybe some shade sails and tree planting around the picnic tables. I am aware that vandalism is an
issue around this area, but it is incredibly hot in the sheltered area beside Community House and a
health issues with melanoma of such incidence in NZ. I hopefully (?) have attached a photo of some
exercise equipment I saw at the riverside park in Nelson that I thought would be great here at Decks
Reserve by Community House, having such equipment available freely would be very beneficial to
the staff and clients who use Community House
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SubID#12228

Thorp Bush
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SubID#12232

Ledger Goodman Park Management Plan
Map M1
Location:
Ledger Avenue, Motueka
Classification:
Recreation Reserve (Lots 25 and 36) and Local Purpose Reserve (Lot16)
Legal Description: Lots 36, DP 9080 and Lot 16, DP 12796 and Lot 25, DP 9975, Block IV, Motueka
Survey District
Size:
0.5043 ha Management
Category:
Open Space and Amenity
Description: (amended to current situation)
Ledger Goodman Park is located between Ledger Avenue, Kingstan Place and Goodman Drive in
Motueka. The reserve was created as a result of land subdivision during the 1970s and 1980s. A
small concrete pump house is located on the reserve. A post and rail barrier is present on the Ledger
Avenue boundary of the reserve. A concrete path provides pedestrian access through the reserve.
The main use of the reserve is as an open space for informal recreation and as foot access between
suburban streets.
Most evergreen trees have been replaced with deciduous trees apart from the swamp cypress in the
middle of the park and some others to the south of the north boundary, which does not affect any
neighbour with shading. In 2016 the beginnings of a food forest were established by a group of
enthusiasts via KMB. This includes fruit and nut trees, berry bushes, nitrogen fixing trees and shrubs
and supportive herbs and flowers to aid a healthy ecosystem. Rock benches have been installed by
the food forest enthusiasts with the permission of TDC.
Policies:
1. Manage the reserve primarily as open space for informal recreation and access between suburban
streets
Recommendations:
Install a picnic table near the playground or centre planting
A commitment by council to maintain the fruit trees in their management plan. It is envisaged that
KMB members and food forest enthusiasts continue the food forest, but should this fall over at any
stage in the parks live, there should be commitment to continue the maintenance of the fruit and
nut trees with a circle of at least 1m or more of native grasses, comfrey or similar at their base for
easy mowing and reduction of sprays.
The food forest group has identified a discrepancy between council plans for an extra northern
footpath link (Northwest to east link) and the resident’s wishes. The long western playing field and
the north western open space should be maintained as continuous green field for frisbee, cricket,
other ball games and dog runs. Any path dissecting this area renders this area useless.
The observed pattern of foot traffic entering from the NW walkway does go south to the Ledger
Avenue exit. A link onto the eastern path would be a waste of money. Therefore the best footpath
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would be coming from the NW walkway, hugging the western boundary and then continuing along
the eastern boundary of the flowering cherry bed to maintain a long continuous green strip.

Recommendations in General:
TDC should be planting more edibles in public places. These edibles need to be chosen for their
disease resistance and edibility on the spot or easy collection. For example the quinces at Decks
Reserve are not a on the spot snack food and therefore people do not pick these up, or if they do,
they bite into them and throw them away. Better choices are apples, pears, plums, peaches,
persimmons, feijoa or nuts for easy cracking or collection for home processing.
Do not remove any edible planting in Decks reserve, or anywhere else, but instead include a column
in TDCs Newsline that states which fruits are ripe when and where (and a short hint what to do with
them). People are more and more removed from nature and we need to keep food awareness alive.
In addition – Motueka has a fair share of lower socio economic people, and providing children and all
with healthy snacks is bound to have longterm benefits.

33 Old Wharf Rd
Former paddock behind the Community Garden up to the drain which now delineates the area of
the NZMCA paddock. This area is fenced into two sections, with the east section already containing
some fruit and nut trees and the west section having been halved by the soil test. The western west
area is not fit for planting edibles due to contaminants, the middle section is free of these
restrictions.

Recommendations:
The strip of land between the Community Garden and the drain that borders the NZMCA paddock
needs to be sufficiently levelled to make it mowable in order to keep it maintainable for public use.
There are already some edible trees in the east section, and I am happy to come down and mark the
trees before the digger arrives. The ground is currently so uneven, that no mowing can take place.
The fence which divides this strip should be removed or at least an opening created, now that stock
no longer need to be excluded. ( I know council was thinking there was no stock in that paddock for
years, but this paddock has been grazed until recently)
A walkway (just mown grass would suffice at this stage) could link the inlet walkway with this edible
park and the Community Gardens.
The western two thirds has been tested for contaminants in 2014 by Paul Sheldon/TDC. The western
third has been identified as slightly contaminated and not suitable for edibles. This area is best
planted in plants attracting and feeding bees, birds and butterflies as ecological support for the
edibles trees east of the acacia/acacia line (see report done by Paul Sheldon)
The middle section and the already planted up area could be intensified with more edibles as an
extension of the edible Community Garden theme. The Community Garden group as opted out of
extending their operation, but the food forest team under KMB are keen to plant up this area with
perennial trees and shrubs.
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SubID#12236

Thorp’s Bush
Legal Description:
Part Lot 1, D.P. 4811 being part Section 151 District of Motueka (Area 4.333ha) CT NL1B/464
Lot 5, D.P. 16,000, Block IV, District of Motueka (Area 0.2733ha) CT NL4C/479
Area of Both Titles:

4.6063 hectares

Location:

Woodland Avenue, Motueka

Classification (1977 Reserves Act:

Recreation Reserve and Local Purpose Reserve

Beginnings
In 1952, the Trustees of the Estate of the late F. W. Thorp vested a large part of the Reserve 4.333ha
(Lot 1) to the Motueka Borough Council. The Council formally agreed “for all time to preserve the
native trees on the Bush Reserve”. Council agreed also to erect fences around the Bush Reserve,
construct a “Future Egress Road” (Woodland Ave) and accept the Bush Reserve as “full satisfaction”
for the Estate’s Reserve Funds contributions.
It is noteworthy that the Agreement stated that the “Future Egress Road shall be of such shape and
nature as to ensure that no native trees are destroyed in the laying out and construction”.
J.W. Thorp’s high regard for the indigenous trees in his Bush Reserve and for indigenous trees
generally was well known and is formally recognised in this legal agreement with the Borough
Council.
Ecological District
Thorp’s Bush is within the Motueka Ecological District which comprises two distinct areas, specifically
the lower valley floors of both the Motueka and Wai-iti-Waimea rivers. Within the Ecological District
only three remnants of the indigenous vegetation which originally dominated the District currently
exist: in Motueka, Fearon’s Bush and Thorp’s Bush; and in Wai-iti / Waimea, Faulkner’s Bush.
Thorp’s Bush (and Fearon’s Bush) were part of Te Maatu, the “Great Wood”, of podocarp-rich forest
of some 350 hectares. Most was cleared in the mid to late 19th Century following European
settlement.
Facilities
During the 1960’s and 1970’s a Scouts Den (now Image Theatre), toilets, play-ground equipment, and
picnic tables were erected in the north-western corner, with some loss of totara trees.
The grassed areas were grazed by sheep.
In the 1990’s a Motueka walkway grid was established and tracks were built through the Bush.
In 2017, two of these remain, one from Woodland Ave, and one from Avalon Court. These intersect
the Bush and today link with a busy walkway / cycleway along the Woodlands Drain to the Recreation
Centre and Goodman Park on Old Wharf Road. A steadily deteriorating asphaltic driveway provides
access for vehicles / tractor / mowers from Woodland Ave for approximately 100 metres towards
Avalon Court.
Other amenities include two walkway bridges across the Woodlands Drain, the main one from Avalon
Court and the other (seldom used) at the north-eastern corner of the Bush. A water-bore and
pumping system and an electric power source / floodlight are maintained by the Council.
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The Woodlands Drain runs on the northern edge of the Bush then sweeps south at the north-eastern
corner as it moves to the tidal floodgates on Old Wharf Road.
Preservation and Re-vegetation Programme
During1977 the Motueka Borough Council engaged the Botany Division of the Department of
Scientific Research (DSIR) “to submit a recommended plan to preserve and improve the stand of
native trees at Thorp's Bush”.
G. N. Park the Regional Botanist, based in Nelson, considered two management options for the
Borough Council: Re-constitute a piece of healthy native Bush in an urban environment, or
 Manage the area as “parkland” with ornamental plantings of native and exotic trees and
shrubs with recreational facilities in an open grassed setting.
G. N. Park argued that “re-constituting” the Bush was still a feasible option. He recommended a
series of “core planting areas” with 200 – 300 native tree species and detailed the species required.
Importantly, he also recommended a “Thorp's Bush Trust” be formed to maintain interest in the area,
manage further planting projects, and to publicise the value of the lowland forest remnant. (The
Borough Council took up the role through its Reserves department).
The G. N. Park recommendation of core areas was embraced initially by Motueka Rotary and a high
standard of planting began and has been continued irregularly by other volunteer groups since.
In 1994 the Tasman District Council, acknowledged the value of the Bush and engaged Sissons &
Conway, Landscape Architects, based in Richmond to prepare a Re-vegetation Plan.
Sissons & Conway noted “the important conservation values” of Thorp's Bush and prepared a detailed
re-vegetation plan to “accelerate the natural process of regeneration, helping to re-create a plant
community more closely resembling the original forest cover of the plains. Re-vegetation will ensure
the long term survival of the bush and preserve a small representative sample of a natural ecosystem
and landscape”.
The authors described the current management issues of exotic weeds, wide grass areas, lack of a
damp humus layer and understorey (eg ferns), and also the competing demand for open areas for
public recreation, picnicking and playground.
They divided Thorp's Bush into seven areas and devised a Planting Plan for each area detailing the
trees and shrubs suitable for planting in each of those areas. The planting method and plans for
monitoring, interpretative signage were provided.
This Re-vegetation Plan by Sissons & Conway was the basis for the “Thorp Bush Management Plan”,
February 1998, prepared for the Tasman District Council by David Sissons.
With only minor amendments the David Sissons' Management Plan was repeated in the Motueka
Ward Reserves Management Plan, Tasman District Council, December 2001. (The 2001 Plan is the
one currently being reviewed).
During 2008, as part of the Council's Significant Native Habitats (SNH) Survey Programme Michael
North provided a Site Assessment Report on Thorp’s Bush.
His assessment noted this site is “of immense value as the largest example of its kind in the
Ecological District – as a podocarp – hardwood forest”. While exploring the botanical and fauna
values he also highlighted threats of weeds, exotic species and excessive tracking.
Michael North lauded the improvement in the Bush since Park's report in 1977. He recognised not
only the ecological significance but also the historical and landscape value of the Bush for Motueka.
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In a letter to the Motueka Community Board (5 June 2013) a Department of Conservation staff
member (C. Golding) wrote of the need for increased plantings, removal of some tracks, and his
concern about using pine bark for mulching.
In 2014 a significant publication “Motueka Ecological District” was completed. Prepared by Michael
North, Ecologist, and reviewed by Mike Harding, Environmental Consultant it was approved by the
Tasman District Council's Rob Smith and Lindsay Vaughan.
The considerable ecological significance of Thorp's Bush is highlighted. The need for tighter
protection as a Scenic Reserve, and possibly with a QEII covenant is promoted. The booklet
summarises the threats and the opportunities in general terms for the various native habitats in the
Ecological District, as described in more detail by North in his 2008 Report on Thorp's Bush itself.
These various Reports from 1977 by G. N. Park to those of 2008 and 2014 by Michael North, illustrate
the value of Thorp's Bush as a lowland podocarp remnant of “Te Maatu”.
Its ecological significance and landscape value are without question. It is a living legacy, a taonga
(treasure) so close to the centre of Motueka.
During 2014 – 2015 the Tasman Youth Council (Motueka Cluster) completed a “Take Back Thorp
Bush” community project. In summary, the group concluded the Bush is “an iconic treasure” to be
“preserved for eternity”.
They sought “an entranceway to the Park, a useable recreation area that does not detract from its key
environmental and historical purpose as a remnant of lowland podocarp – hardwood forest”.
____________________________________
Issues & Policies
Policy 1: Ecological Importance of the Bush
Recognise and value the ecological and scientific importance of this lowland podocarp remnant.
Protect the indigenous forest in the Reserve. Promote natural regeneration. Re-vegetate with
appropriate species.
____________________________________
Action Items:
As a swamp forest the area would have been dominated by kahikatea. Today only a few remain with
totara, titoki and matai in the upper canopy. Also present is one specimen of white maire (Nestegis
lanceolata), a rare species in the South Island.
The understorey layers (3m – 10m) include mapou, kowhai, cabbage tree, pigeonwood, kaikomako,
coprosma among the totara and titoki. The lower understorey (below 3m) is sparse, with few ferns or
native grasses.
There should be a clear delineation between the sizeable bush areas in the centre, southern and
eastern areas, set aside for natural regeneration, and the smaller clearing in the north-western area,
kept available for informal public recreation.
The continued ecological health of the bush is best achieved by allowing a dense understorey of
indigenous plants to establish itself. Discouraging public access will also assist.
Within the bush there are grass clearings which should be planted to increase the area for natural
regeneration, and to reduce the drying effect of winds. Appropriate plants ideally from those growing
naturally in the Bush, to be used. (A list of plants was attached to Sissons & Conway 1994 report
which could be reviewed by the Department of Conservation).
An irrigation programme from the existing well over the dry summer months will encourage the
development of a natural understorey and will ease the establishment of new plantings.
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Particular care should be taken to protect and to help the re-generation of the white maire tree.
Consult D.O.C. to advise on propagating and planting back into the Bush.
Policy 2: Tracks, Trails & “Tracking” through the Bush
Continue to provide access through the Bush area from Woodland's Ave and from Avalon Court to the
Woodland Drain walkway (to Old Wharf Road), by a single 2.5 metre wide track from Woodland Ave
to link with the existing Avalon Court track.
____________________________________
Action Items:
Low fencing to be erected to restrict informal tracks within the Bush.
The driveway to be retained initially, but when the mowing programme is not required, to convert to a
track and the balance planted.
Public access to and through the Bush is essential both to allow appreciation of this special lowland
remnant of indigenous bush, but also to provide a walkway / cycling link from both Woodland's Ave
and Avalon Court through the Bush to the pathway leading to the Motueka Recreation Centre,
Goodman Park and other facilities on Old wharf Road.
Nevertheless, it is possible to close one of the two tracks and to limit “tracking” elsewhere.
A single 2.5m wide track from Woodland's Ave along the driveway to link with the track from Avalon
Court is adequate for access. The other track could be closed, and prepared for planting as early as
April 2018.
The ranch-style low fencing should be used in other places to discourage access into the central bush
areas. At present, in-discriminate tracks and “meeting points” are destroying the developing understorey and new plantings in this central bush area.
The 5m wide driveway provides for tractors and vehicles for mowing, dumping mulch etc. While this
is convenient, in time, the “driveway” itself should be narrowed to 2.5m and the balance prepared for
planting. Mowing will be required only at the north-western recreation part.
Policy 3: The Grass Areas
Remove grass swards and re-vegetate the areas with native trees.
Remove weeds including convolvulus, old man's beard, jerusalem cherry, and any exotic trees.
Retain those native species not endemic to the Motueka Ecological District.
____________________________________
Action Items:
Within the Bush area, there are sizeable grassed areas which are readily available for planting. A
programme for planting with lists of appropriate trees is included in the Sissons & Conway Report
(1994) and Michael North Report (2008). The Department of Conservation has also published lists
suitable for Thorp's Bush.
These include species for low storey, middle storey and upper canopy within the Bush.
There is a range of invasive weeds present in the Bush, although much less than previously, the
result of community and Council efforts.
Their removal should be a priority. (The Michael North 2008 Report provides a
species recommended for removal).

full list of the weed
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A number of native species not endemic to the Bush has been planted in revegetation programmes.
They threaten the ecological integrity of the area, but their removal is not warranted. The emphasis is
on regeneration and revegetation of those species endemic to the Bush. The energy and cost
involved in removing “foreign” native species is better spent on planting of appropriate indigenous.
Policy 4: Recreation Area
Concentrate recreation uses in the north-western part of the Reserve; Ensure recreational activities
do not damage the native vegetation.
____________________________________
Action Items:
It is practical to utilise the driveway as the delineation between the Bush area and the recreational
area of the Reserve. This will provide approximately 1 hectare of the Reserve for play equipment and
picnicking, including toilets and the Image Theatre.
Currently, a picnic / barbecue table and a litter bin are south of the driveway and will need to be
shifted.
The Image Theatre, public toilets are situated within the recreational area as is the footpath leading to
the New World supermarket.
A recent suggestion at the Motueka Community Board to move the play equipment closer to the
footpath (and to New World) has merit and should be actioned. This would increase the Bush area,
but also encourage increased use of the play equipment by young children, linked to families
shopping at New World.
Within the recreational area are four small areas of mature trees, mostly totara with some titoki and a
rimu. Fencing these may be in-appropriate, but they need to be heavily mulched to the drip-line and
the mower raised so that the extended rooting systems are not damaged.
Across Woodland's Ave, is a seldom-used part of Thorp's Bush. It is planted in both exotic and native
trees and has a “garden / parkland” appeal. This should be maintained, with the trees mulched to the
drip-line.
Additional seating on this part of the Reserve would be beneficial.
The recreational use of the Reserve competes with the native vegetation and therefore has a limited
life. Ultimately, the play equipment and picnic tables should be transferred elsewhere and the Bush
area extended, possibly by 2030.
Policy 5: Open Drain
Allow the continued maintenance of the open drain on the northern and eastern boundaries of the
Reserve.
____________________________________
Action Items:
The Woodlands Drain is a major stormwater drain for that area in Motueka, draining towards the inner
section of the Motueka – Moutere estuary. Tidal gates at Old Wharf Road control the flow in and out
of the Drain.
The Drain is post-and-wire fenced, but only a small area is planted. Riparian margin species would
shade the water from the summer sun and add aesthetic appeal to the open drain. Plantings along
the side of the Drain would blend with those in the main Bush area.
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Policy 6: Neighbouring Properties
Encourage the addition of adjoining lands to the Reserve, or the sympathetic management of
adjoining lands, to complement the conservation and recreation values of the Reserve.
Policy 7: Reserve Status : Classification
The whole of the Reserve to be re-classified as a Scenic Reserve.
The 2001 Management Plan describes the Reserve Classification as “Recreation Reserve and Local
Purpose Reserve”.
This assumes Part Lot 1 DP 4811, CT NL1B/464 as “Recreation Reserve” and Lot 5 DP 16000 CT
NL4C/479 as “Local Purpose Reserve” as described in the 1977 Reserves Act.
This classification does not give Thorp's Bush the protection “for all time” as a native Bush area that
was agreed to by the Estate J. W. Thorp and the Motueka Borough Council in 1952.
“Scenic reserve” status provides protection that the current classifications fail to do.
Nevertheless, there exists in a Scenic Reserve opportunities to develop recreational areas which
could undermine the Bush's ecological value as well as acting contrary to the J. W. Thorp legal
agreement.
It is important, therefore, to protect as much as possible the values of the Bush. Greater protection of
this important heritage reserve could be achieved by seeking a Queen Elizabeth II National Trust
covenant over Thorp's Bush and this course strongly is recommended. No cost would be incurred by
the council, but QEII National Trust status would recognise the significance of this reserve It would
also give council and community additional oversight of the reserve by a nationally-recognised
authority and be the best way of ensuring the “in perpetuity” protection promised to the donors of the
land, the Thorp Estate trustees.
Policy 7, therefore would have a “Scenic Reserve” classification, reinforced by the Q.E. II Covenant.
David Ogilvie
6 February 2017
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SubID#12237

Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan Review
Submission from Keep Motueka Beautiful

Introduction
This is a compilation of submissions drafted by members of the Keep Motueka Beautiful (KMB) Committee,
and adopted by the Committee as a whole. We have not prepared submissions on every reserve in the
Motueka Ward, but just those in which we have a particular interest.
In addition to the submissions that follow, we make the following comments with regard to management of
reserve in the Ward:
Motueka Inlet. The cadastral map included in Freshmap software indicates that almost the entire area of
Motueka Inlet north of Wharf Road is classified as reserve, but does not identify what type of reserve. The
survey parcel is designated:
Lot 1 DP 20082 / NL 13B/431 (54.95 ha)
There is a TDC sign at the access road beside the Community Gardens on Old Wharf Road that identifies it as
“Inlet Walkway Reserve”, although this name may be an informal one. It would be appropriate for the reserves
review to consider this entire area, particularly in terms of its designation and future inclusion in TDC's
planning processes.
Walkway from Adair Drive Reserve to the shore. We suggest that a high priority development that would
significantly enhance the town’s system of walkways would be to construct a walkway along the northern
boundary of the golf course from Adair Drive to the shore. This would provide a loop walk that would avoid the
long walk along Thorp Street to the Raumanuka/Kumara reserve.
Walking access in northwestern suburbs. At present there is little provision for walkers and cyclists in the
northwest part of Motueka, where there is significant subdivision taking place. The cadastral maps show a
network of paper roads that are, legally, public access but which appear to have been alienated and taken into
private ownership. We request that the question of public access in the vicinity of the Motueka River to the
northwest of the town be investigated, with a view to providing better opportunities for outdoor recreation
(walking, cycling).
In general, KMB perceives the network of reserves in Motueka as a huge asset both to residents and to visitors,
many of whom clearly are keen walkers and cyclists. KMB has for several years worked to enhance the
attractiveness and utility of several reserves, for the benefit of all, and hopes to continue this course, in
collaboration with Tasman District Council.

North Street Reserve (recreation reserve), Saltwater Baths Motueka Beach Reserve
(recreation/local purpose reserve), George Quay and East Quay (road reserve)
It is proposed that the above four entities should be managed as a single unit, because they are physically
connected and, more importantly, constitute a single feature from the point of view of a member of the
public. Together, these entities provide the largest and most heavily used outdoor recreational facility
available to the residents of Motueka (excluding sports fields used for organized team sports and, perhaps,
Decks Reserve).
George Quay/East Quay are presently road reserve not under the management of Parks & Reserves, but with
recent developments led by Keep Motueka Beautiful this area has become an integral part of the recreational
asset provided in this locality.
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North Street Reserve Description
North Street Reserve provides a link between Motueka Beach Reserve and Saltwater Baths to the south, and
Trewavas Street Foreshore Reserve to the north; it is therefore a component of the popular through route for
walkers and cyclists along the Motueka foreshore.
The main use of the reserve is for informal recreation and picnicking/barbecues. There is a well-equipped
playground for young children, and a small barbecue area (two picnic tables, wood-fired barbecue); the area is
also used regularly by dinghy sailors for yacht rigging.
The reserve is served by the Saltwater Baths carpark, which generally provides adequate parking now that
overnight parking has been prohibited.

Policies
Existing policies 1, 2, and 3 continue to be appropriate, and are supported. Policy 2, “maintain clear public
access”, implies a need for improved signage to indicate the route of the coastal walkway. Policy 4, which
prohibits dogs in the reserve, is inconsistent with the reserve’s role as a link in the coastal walkway, which is
heavily used by pedestrians walking their dogs. While it is possible for dog-walkers to walk along North Street
rather than through the reserve, this is unnatural to do so because of the overall layout, and it would be
desirable for a relaxation of the requirement to “dogs under restraint”.

Suggested improvements
The utility of North Street Reserve could be significantly improved by the following measures.
Provision of a play area/equipment for older children. The existing play area caters for young children, but
large numbers of older children visit the reserve, particularly for swimming and for barbecues (we note that an
unusually large proportion are Maori and Pacific Islanders). Facilities for older children would considerably
enhance the reserve’s value.
Relocation or extension of the barbecue/picnic area. The barbecue and picnic tables are on the high ground
above the shore, which on most days is an extremely windy spot after about 11 am. There is an area closer to
the road that is lower and sheltered by a hedge that is otherwise little used, and which would provide a
suitable site for additional picnic tables and, perhaps, a barbecue (it is noted that TDC policy favours gas or
electric barbecues, which we would support). Low vegetative shelter for the existing picnic tables would be
desirable.
Removal of tree lucerne and planting of a few native trees/shrubs to break the wind. There are several tree
lucerne that are over-mature and dying; one has been butchered by (presumably) a local resident whose view
was being blocked. All these trees should be removed because they are unattractive and have a short life.
Substitution by native species such as southern rata would be preferred, subject to consultation with residents
of North Street. These should be sited upwind of existing picnic tables, as wind breaks.
Provision of litter bins appropriate for levels of usage by picnickers (see General Policy 5.5). While the
picnic/barbecue area is close to the carpark, it appears that there is a need for more or larger capacity litter
bins to service the picnic tables; more so if additional tables are provided (see 2 above). These would be better
located away from the carpark, to reduce their (mis)use by travelers to dispose of their accumulated rubbish.

Motueka Beach Reserve and Saltwater Baths Description
Motueka Beach Reserve and Saltwater Baths have received considerable attention from volunteer groups over
the years, and the asset that they provide owes a great deal to such work (sustained by the Council’s ongoing
maintenance). The principal asset is, of course, the saltwater baths, supplemented by the changing
shed/toilet/shower, a sheltered barbecue area (with electric barbecue), a large playing field (which is used to
only a limited extent for games), and a loop walkway through a wetland area that is being restored. The large,
unsealed, and very unattractive parking area, which provides parking for the barbecue area, has been taken
over by overnighting campervans, thus displacing residents who might wish to access the barbecue area for
day-time/evening use. At the southern end of the reserve, south of the former motor camp ablution block
(now a storage shed), there is a large area of essentially unused grassland. This might serve as an overnight
parking area for campervans, eliminating conflict with day users at the northern end.

Policies
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We endorse existing policy 1, except that we would remove the word “primarily”. We note that this policy
essentially excludes the use of the reserve for overnight campervan parking (so-called “freedom camping”).
We endorse existing policy 2, except that we would substitute the word “materially” for the existing
“significantly”, to open up the possibility of utilizing the presently unused area at the southern end of the
reserve. Policy 3 needs considerable revision to reflect recent and ongoing revegetation work:
3. Maintain existing trees and shrubs and underplanting of the shore-ward bank with native species; continue
restoration of the wetland area at the northwestern margin; provide additional shade and shelter trees around
the picnic/parking areas and petanque court; restore native coastal vegetation to the foreshore strip.
Existing policy 4 is unworkable, seems to be unenforceable, and is inconsistent with policy 1.
The issue of overnighting campervans, both self-contained and non-self-contained, has become a major
concern to many Motueka residents, as the number of vehicles increases inexorably. Our view is that there is
no justification for permitting campervans to park overnight in an urban area – which manifestly includes the
carpark at Motueka Beach Reserve. We note that up to 30 vans are commonly parked overnight in summer,
which presents a significant public safety hazard (in the event, say, of a gas bottle explosion), and a public
health hazard (in that the Saltwater Baths toilets were not intended to cope with such a large population of
quasi-resident users). There is no justification for the community to provide free overnight parking for
campervans at Motueka Beach Reserve; apart from displacing day users of the reserve, it reduces usage of
commercial campgrounds and does not increase business in Motueka (purchases of fuel and food by
campervan operators – their principal expenditure in town – would be made anyway). We therefore
recommend that existing policy 4 be deleted and appropriate follow-up action (signage, enforcement) be
taken to prohibit overnight parking at the Beach Reserve carpark (as has been done at the Saltwater Baths
carpark). But see item in Suggested Improvements, below.
We are not aware of specific policies related to the Saltwater Baths. However, we suggest that Council policy
should be to maintain the Saltwater Baths, for the indefinite future, as a safe but unsupervised venue for
informal saltwater bathing. This recognizes that maintenance and cleaning presently is carried out by
volunteers, most of whom are getting on in years and cannot be expected to do the job for ever.

Suggested Improvements
Keep Motueka Beautiful has developed a concept plan for this area that has guided developments over the last
3-4 years, in cooperation with Parks & Reserves, and progress is well on track. Specific improvements
proposed include:
Continue with revegetation work along the shoreline and in the wetland, and planting of additional
shade/shelter trees to the immediate west of the parking area and north of the petanque court, as included in
proposed Policy 3 (above). Keep Motueka Beautiful proposes to do this, in accordance with the concept plan
already agreed. Improvement of the beach to the immediate south of the Baths would provide a grassed area
for sitting, and also for setting up sailing dinghies. Provision of a ramp across the soft sand at this location,
which is regularly used by dinghy sailors, would greatly facilitate launching of these dinghies.
Reconfigure and landscape the parking area, with angle parking on the east side (groups of three bays being
separated by “fingers” of shrubs and grasses to soften the present very unattractive appearance of the area),
and parallel parking for larger vehicles on the west side (bays being separated by small areas of shrubs and
grasses). A preliminary design was prepared by Stephen Richards (Parks & Reserves) which should be used as
the basis for further work.
Consider the possibility of opening up the area at the southern end of the reserve for overnight parking of a
restricted number of self-contained campervans. This would require bollards etc. to restrict vehicle access to a
specified area, and clear delimitation of sites to guide vehicles and discourage “willy-nilly” parking as happens
at present.
Develop an exercise circuit along the loop track around the reserve.
Provide an outdoor shower close to the entry to the Saltwater Baths.
Provide litter bins of a number and capacity appropriate for usage. At present, campervan operators dispose of
more rubbish than the litter bins are designed for, and well beyond the amount generated on-site by
picnickers. A review of adequate provision is required to implement relevant General Policy.
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George Quay/East Quay Description
During the last year, Keep Motueka Beautiful, with funding assistance from TDC’s RFC, has developed a parking
area and viewpoint at the former George Quay/East Quay, transforming a dismal wasteland into a significant
asset which already receives heavy use. Two picnic tables have been installed, and additional benches are
planned, to provide seating for visitors wishing to view the harbour entrance. Additional landscaping, and
maintenance of the recent plantings, is planned for the remainder of 2015/16. This will include additional
shade/shelter trees, which will in years to come enhance the area’s utility as a picnic area and viewpoint.
George Quay/East Quay are road reserve, but East Quay adjoins Beach Reserve and the coastal walkway that
stretches all the way to Staples Street starts at the George Quay viewpoint. For all practical purposes, George
Quay/East Quay comprise part of the recreational facility centred on the Saltwater Baths, and it is suggested
that they should be redesignated as recreational reserve and managed as such, under the same management
plan as for Beach Reserve.

Policies
The policies developed for Motueka Beach Reserve (see above) are entirely appropriate for George Quay/East
Quay. The issue of take-over by overnight parking of campervans applies also to the Quays, except that the
Quays seem to be particularly attractive to large vehicles (converted inter-city buses, for example, are
commonly seen), which are particularly prone to displace other users and block the views. We have reached
the point (in February 2017) where campervans frequently monopolise the parking area during the day, so
that other intending users simply cannot do so.

Suggested improvements
Ongoing work by Keep Motueka Beautiful is following a concept plan and more detailed design plan that have
been approved by the relevant TDC officials. It is envisaged that the development phase will be largely
completed by June 2017; thereafter, maintenance will be required of the plantings and infrastructure (parking
area, picnic tables, etc.) A major future task will be to replace the existing exotic vegetation along the shoreline
with native species; although the area is small, this will be a major undertaking, because of the difficulty of
eliminating the tenacious exotic vegetation.
It is suggested that the existing litter bin be removed completely, as its capacity is insufficient for likely usage
by visitors, who are prone to disposing of accumulated rubbish in handy bins.
The Motueka Arts Council plans to install a sculpture at the viewpoint, which will require relocation of the seat
that presently is sited there, and additional seating overlooking the shore would enhance the locality’s value
for visitors who have limited mobility. The Motueka Historical Society proposes to install one or more
interpretive signs overlooking the harbour entrance, to inform visitors of the history of Port Motueka. We
understand that both these have approval in principle.
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North Street Reserve. Childrens’ playground,
for young children. Facilities for older
children are desirable.

North Street Reserve. Barbecue area with two
picn ic tables. It is very exposed to the wind;
the tree Lucerne in the background provides
some shelter but is unsatisfactory because this
species becomes over - mature and dies at
about age ten. It should be removed and
replaced by a native tree.
Typical sight at North Street and Beach
Reserves, and Saltwater Baths carpark.
Visitors commonly dump their accumulated
rubbish here, leaving it on the ground if there
is no room in the bins.

Beach Reserve parking area with an average
complement of campervans. Commo nly, up
to about 20% will be non - self - contained
( although many with a self - contained sticker
patently are not functionally so).

West side of parking area. Additional shade
trees are needed along here, to supplement
those planted by Keep Motueka Beautiful last
year.
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The electric barbecue at Beach reserve
carpark. This is popular with residents for
day/evening use, but becomes inaccessible
when campervans fill the carpark. The trees
and shrubs in the background provide shelter
from the wind and shoul d be carefully
maintained, along with underplanting with
suitable native ground cover.

The new parking area at George Quay/East
Quay viewpoint. Note the two picnic tables.
The area is rather exposed to the wind.

The same parking area, looking in the
opposite direction, occupied by four motor
homes, essentially excluding any other users.

Link Park
Legal description: 144MR/Motueka Description
Link Park is a small reserve at the east end of Wharf Road. It forms a significant link in the walkway round the
Motueka Inlet, in that it provides a handy access point with some parking, and a convenient rest area (seats
and a picnic table). It has been maintained in recent years by Keep Motueka Beautiful, who have planted the
shoreline with eco-sourced native plants.

Policies
There appear to be no policies specific to Link Park in the 2001 Motueka Reserves Plan. It is suggested that its
present condition and usage should be maintained. The following policies would be appropriate:
Manage primarily as open space for informal recreation, for the enhancement of estuary margin vegetation,
and as a rest area/link in the Motueka Inlet Walkway.
Maintain existing trees and shrubs and keep weed-free, in particular the strip of native coastal species along
the shoreline.
Prohibit overnight camping.

Suggested improvements
The existing condition of the reserve is appropriate for its current and envisaged usage. One minor
enhancement could be: 1. Plant one or two shade trees on the north side of the picnic table.

Page 92

Page 93

Sanctuary Ponds
Sanctuary Ponds (aka Goodman Ponds Reserve) is a beautiful, English-style park, with some lovely deciduous
trees which give great Autumn colour, lots of bulbs and some formal flower beds, which, unfortunately, have
not been maintained. The ponds are a special feature and attract water birds.

Some history
The original framework of ponds and trees was established by Mr EG Benseman, who sold the land to TDC in
1993. Around this time the Soroptimists Club of Motueka (now defunct) proposed the park be developed in an
English style and volunteered their labour to develop and maintain the gardens, which they did until around
2009. After that the maintenance declined until Keep Motueka Beautiful became involved in 2013. KMB sent
a report with recommendations to TDC in 2014, after which Corrections was used to do some remedial
maintenance and KMB became involved in developing footpaths. KMB has fundraised and used matching RFC
funds from TDC to put in a new entrance at the SE corner, footpaths from that entrance to the old entrance
and also to the footbridge, a picnic table and shrubbery around the new entrance. Unfortunately, it appears
that there has never been any regular maintenance contract to do anything more than mow the lawns and
consequently the park was a disgrace in January, with weeds a metre high in places, though it has since been
tidied.

Key issues
The key issues are:
establishing regular ongoing maintenance of the flower and bulb borders,
(large areas get waterlogged in winter) and
promoting use of the park.

improving all-weather access

KMB recognises that this style of park, with borders of perennials, requires high maintenance and it is hard to
justify this unless the park is well used. Sadly, the park has not been heavily used, partly due to the lack of allweather access. Usage has been increasing since KMB started putting in footpaths, but the network needs to
be completed and linked in with the Woodlands Canal footpath.
Consequently KMB proposes a new set of policies for the park.

Proposed policies
Maintain the reserve as an English-style formal park, with flower borders for public appreciation, active and
passive recreation, and both formal and informal public use. Keep in the Formal Parks and Gardens category in
the management plan.
It is the only formal park in town and should be kept this way. The TDC planting in 2016 was all natives, which
will not necessarily enhance the character of the park. It is suggested that natives should be largely confined to
the riparian area around the ponds, unless species are used that fit with the formal character of the park.
Ensure there is an ongoing maintenance contract that covers more than lawn mowing.
Flower beds and bulbs need weed control and replenishing or replanting, with the emphasis on achieving, as far
as possible, continuous display of flowering plants and shrubs somewhere in the park. At the same time steps
could be taken to reduce ongoing maintenance, such as using more flowering shrubs, selecting plants that
tolerate the environment (dry in summer, wet in winter and saline in parts), and possibly reducing the number
of flower beds. There was a watering system which could be reinstated if necessary. While it may be possible
to use volunteers to maintain some of the flower beds, past experience has shown that this is not reliable longterm.
Promote the use of the park, while maintaining some quiet, sanctuary areas away from footpaths. Specific
measures should include:
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Extend the footpath from the footbridge to the NW corner of the park, where there is an opening into the
Goodman Recreation Park.
KMB’s ultimate vision is to have a connecting path from Sanctuary Ponds across the playing fields to one of the
bridges over Woodlands Canal, to join the footpath running between Thorp Bush and Old Wharf Road. This
route is already used as a short-cut by some residents and it would create an attractive loop walk for people
starting in the town centre and incorporating the loop of track to the estuary behind the BMX track.
Investigate drainage of the SE corner, where footpaths can still be submerged in winter
Clear undergrowth to keep a clear view into the park from along Old Wharf Road.
Have reserve signs outside both entrances, to make it clear it is a public park.
Abandon the present policy of excluding cyclists.
Keep the area due west of the pond as a quiet sanctuary free from footpaths.
Allow the use of parts of the reserve for formal gatherings, such as weddings. (For a fee?)
Promote recreational use, for example by installing exercise stations, or having organised recreational
activities in or passing through the park.
Maintain and enhance the ponds’ habitat value for bird life.
The ponds are silting up, grassing over, and look very muddy and unattractive in late summer. In time they will
dry up completely unless steps are taken to prevent this. There have been various suggested remedies,
including dredging out the pond and/or installing a one-way valve. This needs investigating and actioning.
Rick Benseman has local knowledge and could advise.
Planting some species to attract tui is also suggested.
Establish the name of the reserve as Sanctuary Ponds
The 2001 Management Plan calls it the Goodman Ponds Reserve, so there is confusion over the name.
Sanctuary Ponds is preferred and should be confirmed.
Classify Sanctuary Ponds as a Recreation Reserve under the Reserves Act.

2016 TDC plantings now swamped
by weeds (Jan 2017)
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Footpaths at the new entrance
created by KMB. Planting by KMB
used a mix of exotic and domestic
varieties of natives to give colour.

The same area during flooding in
January 2017
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Inlet Walkway Reserve
(not currently designated as a reserve)
Location........................Old Wharf Road, Motueka.
Classification.................none
Legal Description...........Undefined – see TDC MapNo: 119
Size.................................approx 6 hectares; the entire survey block (Lot 1 DP 20082 NL138/431) of which this is
just a part is 54.95 ha, and includes the Inlet itself, York Park, the Cemetery, and other sections of shoreline.
This survey block is identified on the cadastral map as a reserve, of unspecified type.
Management Category....none

Description
This main entrance is identified by TDC signage opposite the Recreation Centre in Old Wharf Road. The access
way runs between the west side of Woodlands Canal and the Community Gardens. Vehicle access is limited to
maintenance workers.
The area is currently zoned as Rural, having been a dumping ground for sawdust waste by the local timber
industry. The reserve was created over a period of 10 years by Keep Motueka Beautiful. It is regularly used by
walkers (many with dogs) and cyclists, and includes a short section of the Tasman Great Taste Cycle Trail.
The reserve is part of the Inlet Walkway Loop which enables a circuit of the Motueka Inlet via Wharf road, Link
Park, York Park and an earlier KMB path alongside the Motueka Cemetery. Access to this loop track exists also
through Courtney St East and Trewavas Street.
The reserve has two main zones of similar size; the “plots” and the salt-marsh. Together, these are separated
from the Motueka inlet by “bunds”, which constitute the main perimeter pathways . The perimeter track,
central Bike Trail, and internal cross-paths are maintained by TDC. Keep Motueka Beautiful maintains the plots,
the internal cross-paths that are being closed off, and the salt-marsh.
The plots (gardens) zone comprises plantings of mainly NZ natives, that are now providing considerable habitat
for birds, and shelter for walkers. There are six garden seats plus a picnic table at the NE corner.
The salt-marsh is part of the inlet's inter-tidal zone, and is fed by culverts through the outer bund. On its
western edge there exists the only managed, and best, stand of bull-rush (raupo) in the larger Moutere Inlet.
Planting – from some forty species – has been predominantly coastal ribbon-wood, flaxes, grey salt bush, wiwi
and oioi. The restoration philosophy for the bulk of the zone is to progressively remove gorse and bramble,
allowing the return of rushes and the spread of raupo and bracken. There has been a slow return of shorebirds, protected in part by a KMB trap-line. A pair of banded rails nested there in the 2014/15 season.

Recommendation
Classify the reserve as a Local Purpose Reserve under Section 23(1) of the Reserves Act 1977.

Policies
Manage for the maintenance of the “plots” and the salt marsh. The spread of wattles and silver birch must be
monitored in the plots, and gorse in the salt-marsh.
Maintain the Inlet Walkway footpath all around the loop (including Wharf Road, York Park, and the old
"Estuary Walkway") so that vegetation does not overhang the track.
Note that some parts seem less well maintained, e.g. Wharf Road track edges and the stretch from Wharf Road
to Courtney Street. The whole loop should be maintained to the same standard. Note that the Estuary
Walkway along past the cemetery has been maintained voluntarily for a long time by one elderly person and
TDC needs to be ready to take this over.
Monitor the eastern edge of the outer bund as it is vulnerable to wave erosion in NE winds.
Run trap-line for bird protection.
Monitor for, and destroy, wasps.
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33 Old Wharf Rd
Description
This is a former paddock behind the Community Garden up to the drain which now delineates the area of the
NZMCA paddock. It is part of the survey block of which the Inlet Gardens is also a part. The area is fenced into
two sections, with the east section already containing some fruit and nut trees and the west section having
been halved by an unfavourable soil test. The west area is not fit for planting edibles due to contaminants, the
middle section is free of these restrictions.

Recommendations
The strip of land between the Community Garden and the drain that borders the NZMCA paddock needs to be
sufficiently levelled to make it mowable in order to keep it maintainable for public use. This is particularly
necessary for the area of land west of the fence, which has already some edible trees in it. The ground is
currently so uneven, that no mowing can take place.
The fence which divides this strip should be removed or at least an opening created, now that stock no longer
need to be contained.
A walkway (just mown grass would suffice at this stage) could link the inlet walkway with this edible park and
the Community Gardens.
The western two thirds has been tested for contaminants in 2014 by Paul Sheldon/TDC. The western third has
been identified as slightly contaminated and not suitable for edibles. This area is best planted in plants
attracting and feeding bees, birds and butterflies as ecological support for the edibles trees east of the
acacia/acacia line (see report done by Paul Sheldon) The middle section and the already planted up area could
be intensified with more edibles as an extension of the edible Community Garden theme. The Community
Garden group as opted out of extending their operation, but the food forest team under KMB are keen to
plant up this area with perennial trees and shrubs.
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Sanctuary Ponds
Sanctuary Ponds (aka Goodman Ponds Reserve) is a beautiful, English-style park, with some lovely deciduous
trees which give great Autumn colour, lots of bulbs and some formal flower beds, which, unfortunately, have
not been maintained. The ponds are a special feature and attract water birds.
Some history
The original framework of ponds and trees was established by Mr EG Benseman, who sold the land to TDC in
1993. Around this time the Soroptimists Club of Motueka (now defunct) proposed the park be developed in an
English style and volunteered their labour to develop and maintain the gardens, which they did until around
2009. After that the maintenance declined until Keep Motueka Beautiful became involved in 2013. KMB sent
a report with recommendations to TDC in 2014, after which Corrections was used to do some remedial
maintenance and KMB became involved in developing footpaths. KMB has fundraised and used matching RFC
funds from TDC to put in a new entrance at the SE corner, footpaths from that entrance to the old entrance
and also to the footbridge, a picnic table and shrubbery around the new entrance. Unfortunately, it appears
that there has never been any regular maintenance contract to do anything more than mow the lawns and
consequently the park is currently a disgrace, with weeds a metre high in places.
Key issues
The key issues are:
establishing regular ongoing maintenance of the flower and bulb borders, improving all-weather access
(large areas get waterlogged in winter) and
promoting use of the park.
KMB recognises that this style of park, with borders of perennials, requires high maintenance and it is hard to
justify this unless the park is well used. Sadly, the park has not been heavily used, partly due to the lack of allweather access. Usage has been increasing since KMB started putting in footpaths, but the network needs to
be completed and linked in with the Woodlands Canal footpath.
Consequently KMB proposes a new set of policies for the park.
Proposed policies
Maintain the reserve as an English-style formal park, with flower borders for public appreciation, active and
passive recreation, and both formal and informal public use. Keep in the Formal Parks and Gardens category in
the management plan.
It is the only formal park in town and should be kept this way. The TDC planting in 2016 was all natives, which
will not necessarily enhance the character of the park. It is suggested that natives should be largely confined to
the riparian area around the ponds, unless species are used that fit with the formal character of the park.
Ensure there is an ongoing maintenance contract that covers more than lawn mowing.
Flower beds and bulbs need weed control and replenishing or replanting, with the emphasis on achieving, as far
as possible, continuous display of flowering plants and shrubs somewhere in the park. At the same time steps
could be taken to reduce ongoing maintenance, such as using more flowering shrubs, selecting plants that
tolerate the environment (dry in summer, wet in winter and saline in parts), and possibly reducing the number
of flower beds. There was a watering system which could be reinstated if necessary. While it may be possible
to use volunteers to maintain some of the flower beds, past experience has shown that this is not reliable longterm.
Promote the use of the park, while maintaining some quiet, sanctuary areas away from footpaths. Specific
measures should include:
Extend the footpath from the footbridge to the NW corner of the park, where there is an opening into the
Goodman Recreation Park.
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KMB’s ultimate vision is to have a connecting path from Sanctuary Ponds across the playing fields to one of the
bridges over Woodlands Canal, to join the footpath running between Thorp Bush and Old Wharf Road. This
route is already used as a short-cut by some residents and it would create an attractive loop walk for people
starting in the town centre and incorporating the loop of track to the estuary behind the BMX track.
Investigate drainage of the SE corner, where footpaths can still be submerged in winter
Clear undergrowth to keep a clear view into the park from along Old Wharf Road.
Have reserve signs outside both entrances, to make it clear it is a public park.
Abandon the present policy of excluding cyclists.
Keep the area due west of the pond as a quiet sanctuary free from footpaths.
Allow the use of parts of the reserve for formal gatherings, such as weddings. (For a fee?)
Promote recreational use, for example by installing exercise stations, or having organised recreational
activities in or passing through the park.
Maintain and enhance the ponds’ habitat value for bird life.
The ponds are silting up, grassing over, and look very muddy and unattractive in late summer. In time they will
dry up completely unless steps are taken to prevent this. There have been various suggested remedies,
including dredging out the pond and/or installing a one-way valve. This needs investigating and actioning.
Rick Benseman has local knowledge and could advise.
Planting some species to attract tui is also suggested.
Establish the name of the reserve as Sanctuary Ponds
The 2001 Management Plan calls it the Goodman Ponds Reserve, so there is confusion over the name.
Sanctuary Ponds is preferred and should be confirmed.
Classify Sanctuary Ponds as a Recreation Reserve under the Reserves Act.

2016 TDC plantings now swamped by
weeds (Jan 2017)
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Footpaths at the new entrance created by
KMB. Planting by KMB used a mix of
exotic and domestic varieties of natives to
give colour.

l
Trewavas Street Foreshore Reserve
This is a very popular reserve, used heavily by walkers (including a lot of dog walkers) and also by cyclists,
swimmers, occasional picnickers, and increasingly as a launching point for various water sports, including
kayaking, sailing, paddle boarding and wind-surfing.
Policies
The existing management policies are reasonable, though it appears that little may have been done to
implement some of them. The policies are outlined below with comments and suggestions.
1. Protect existing foreshore vegetation and establish native plantings in selected locations.
We support this policy, but note that little has been done except in the area of no.27, where the planting is
more park-like than natural, and unlikely to restore native plant and wildlife communities. The ‘natural’
landscape (post introduction of marram grass) has been modified in various places along the reserve by local
residents to make it more domesticated and parklike. To a certain extent this adds to the character of the
reserve, but we would not want to see the domestication progress any further.

Park-like planting

A more natural part of the Reserve
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Suggested improvements:
Maintain what ‘natural’ landscape remains to keep the
semi-wild nature of the reserve. Control the invasion of
non-native weed trees and shrubs, particularly tree
lucerne, blackberry, and wilding pines. Progressively
replace old pine trees with native trees. See also 2
below.
2. Maintain foreshore protection works using
appropriate materials.
Council has done nothing in recent years to protect the
foreshore, which is eroding back in places, for example,
at a rate of 0.5<1m over the last 5 years in the middle of the reserve. Earlier rock and concrete protection
work has been eroded away and exposed, and now looks unsightly. Local residents have taken their own
actions, resulting in a variety of ad hoc, unattractive protection works. The photo shows the use of concrete,
wood piles and tyres.
Suggested improvements:
The native grey saltbush could be trialled, both to cover up
unsightly concrete and to replace exotic ice plant as a dune
stabiliser. It is growing very successfully in a couple of places in
the reserve. (See right)
It is recommended that TDC promote the development of a
Coast Care project, if residents are prepared to participate, to try
to develop a more systematic approach to foreshore protection
and beautification of the protection works. This is something in
which Keep Motueka Beautiful might be prepared to participate.
Maintain easy pedestrian access through the reserve and sufficient open space for informal recreation.
We agree with this policy and note that there are actually five access paths from Trewavas Street onto the
reserve (not two, as the 2001 Management Plan states). The big question, and really the main issue in relation
to this reserve, is whether to upgrade the informal footpath to a surfaced path or cycleway, as has been
proposed by some people, and implemented in the area near no. 27. It is noted that the route has been rutted
by bicycles in some places and in others the sand has been churned up and become very soft. No doubt there
are cyclists who would like to see the unformed track be upgraded to a cycleway. However, on the basis of
consultation with a small, non-random sample of residents and regular walkers, the vast majority prefer the
track the way it is. The reasons include:
A surfaced path is unnecessary, because the ground is dry, being sand.
They do not want to encourage more cyclists or faster cyclists, because of the conflict between walkers and
cyclists. Many of the walkers are elderly people who may not hear approaching cyclists and many are walking
dogs. There is a feeling that there are plenty of other cycleways (including just the other side of Trewavas
Street) and priority should be given to walkers in this reserve. It has even been suggested to the Community
Board that cyclists could be prohibited from the reserve.
They prefer the more natural look of the unformed track.
One suggested that it would make the houses more susceptible to thieves. There was a spate of burglaries a
few years ago and burglars apparently approached from the reserve.
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Suggested improvements:
Rather than create a formed, surfaced track, the existing path should simply be repaired by filling ruts with
crushed shell and similar treatment to areas of soft sand. In some places soil could be spread and grassed to
smooth out the route to make it easier for pushchairs.
Some of the grassed areas have been churned up by vehicles leaving loose sand (especially an area around the
no. 80s) and should be repaired and re-seeded, or planted with natives if appropriate.
Restrict or prohibit the use of the reserve for parking of private boats and boat-trailers, in consultation with
adjoining landowners.
There are a number of boats parked in the reserve, often hidden in the marram grass. They do not appear to
be causing any problems and, bearing in mind that there is no functional public boat ramp for launching
dinghies into the inlet, we suggest that the Council not pursue this policy.
Prohibit use of the reserve for private gardens or tree planting.
We agree with this policy.
Suggested improvements:
Council should take steps to implement this policy fully. One particular encroachment needs to be addressed,
at no. 67. (See photo below left.)

Fenced in wasteland at 67

Dumped grass mowings

In addition, residents should be discouraged from dumping green waste in the reserve. There is an area of
shrubbery on the bank in front of no. 47-49 which seems to attract rubbish and it would be better if this area
were cleared and grassed or replanted with natives.

Pethybridge Rose Gardens
Pethybridge Rose Garden is a lovely formal park which provides a quiet retreat off High Street. It is well
maintained.
Key issues
It would be good to see more people visiting the Gardens. Parking is often a problem and not easily resolved.
It is recommended that TDC discuss with the Masonic Lodge the possibility of leaving the gate at the back of
the gardens open, at least during the daytime. This would encourage more people to walk through the
Gardens.
Proposed policies
Current policy prohibits dogs. If this policy were changed to allow dogs on leads it might encourage more
visitors.
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Pioneer Park Historic Cemetery
Description
Pioneer Park Historic Cemetery is located on the corner of Thorp and Fearon streets, at the northwestern edge
of Motueka. It is the site where many early settlers of Motueka are buried, predominantly those who died
between 1844 and 1912.
Exotic trees dominate the cemetery, with grassed areas between. Three trees are listed as Specimen Trees in
the proposed Tasman Resource Management Plan, including two oaks (Quercus pedunculata) and a laurel
(Laurus nobilis).

Policies
The existing policies are supported. These are::
Manage as an historic site, and as a place of remembrance.
Prohibit dogs in the reserve, as required by the Tasman District Council Dog Control Bylaw 1997.
Classify Pioneer Park Historic Cemetery as a Local Purpose Reserve under Section 23(1) of the Reserves Act
1977.

Suggested Improvements
The reserve is generally unknown and with a wide drainage ditch in front of it, access is limited. While not
strictly a Reserve issue it is recommended that the path on the Western side of Thorp Street that terminates
just South of the Reserve be extended North to link up with that in Fearon Street. This will not only improve
access to the Reserve but make it far safer for the many walkers who use Thorp Street and pass the Reserve.
There is now an urban subdivison to the West of the Reserve and it is understood that the remaining rural area
to the North will be built on at some time in the future. It is recommended that the present range of planting
be maintained, consistent with the neighbouring built up environment.

Decks Reserve
Description
Decks Reserve is located between Wallace Street and Greenwood Streets in central Motueka.
It is made up of several parcels of land and caters for a range of uses:
A public car park is located on the western part of the reserve, adjacent to shops of Motueka' central business
area. This is also used for the regular Sunday market
Public toilets are sited on the reserve adjacent to the car park and beside the Motueka
Visitor Information Centre.
A community house is sited on the reserve at the other (northern) side of the car park.
There is a garden/picnic area in the South, between the Information Centre and the Kiyosato garden
The northern part of the reserve provides walking access through a wooded are to
Greenwood Street with a children’s play ground and picnic area in the North West
A concrete path around the playing area with inset historical plaques
A large open playing field forms the remaining (eastern) part of the reserve, and adjoins residential sections.

Issue
Though the car park and facilities are well used the garden and picnic areas are, considering the Reserve’s
central location, underutilized and the open central area is hardly used at all. It is a special space, but its size
and open structure makes much of it useful only for a small number of special events
,

Policies
The present policies, 1-4, are supported. These are:
Manage for the provision of open space and community facilities.
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Develop the areas of open space as gardens and informal recreation areas as proposed in the earlier
management plan.
Cease the use of the reserve for soccer; provide an area for soccer at an alternative location.
When appropriate, relocate the Fire Brigade practice from the reserve
Policy 5 is: “Further define areas in Decks Reserve and classify the areas of open space as Recreation Reserve;
classify the remaining areas as Local Purpose Reserve.”
For several years various parties have been advocating the use of up to about 10% of the open space to site a
building or suite of community-use buildings or community hub. The hub would be based around a new library
and visitor centre, and incorporate other attractive features such as art display space and council and
community meeting room(s). Its best location would be on the Wallace Street boundary, and extending up to
30 metres northward. It would be designed to blend with the open green space to its north through a
transition zone of plantings, paved areas etc. The whole facility in time would become a community centre
and focus. It would also provide a focal point for large events such as Christmas in the Park, Motueka Kai Fest
and some outdoor music concerts.
It is recommended that the policy of use of Decks Reserve be amended and worded so as to ensure that
Council-owned or controlled building(s) and facilities may be built on its boundaries, but that much of the
present central green space be retained.

Recommended Additional Policies
Kiyosato Gardens.
The Kiyosatu Gardens are a very pleasant site. As it is a special site it is
recommended that its continued maintenance as a Japanese style garden be specifically included in the
Policies for the Reserve.
Community Assets. The present TDC Decks Reserve document states that the Reserve also supports important
community assets, including the community house, public toilets, public car park and the Visitor Information
Centre. Policy 1 refers to the management of open space and community facilities. That is very loose. The
community assets that are mentioned are certainly very important to Motueka It is recommended that either
Policy 1 is amended by including specific mention to the current facilities that are provided or support of their
provision is put into a separate new policy. The reality is that anything done in the Decks Reserve area must
take the provision of those facilities into consideration. They are key elements of the entire set up..

Suggested Improvements
Northern Access to Greenwood Street
The northern part of the reserve and walkway through to Greenwood Street supports several large trees,
including titoki, tarata and ti trees. It is currently very scruffy and needs further plantings in keeping with the
present flora.
Northern Playground and Picnic Area
The playground area at the northern end of the reserve has been upgraded in recent years but, considering its
central location, would benefit from having additional items added. Another picnic table and a shade cloth
setup should be considered to encourage use for family outings, allowing parents to oversee children without
getting sunburnt. Another consideration could be the planting of more trees that will in the longer term
provide more shade and enhance the area’s attractiveness for family activities.
North East and Eastern Boundaries, East Edge of Car Park
They could be beautiful areas but the currently plantings seem scattered and uncoordinated. Is there an
overall development plan?
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The park is in a great location and of good size for various events. However, the current access into Decks
Reserve is right in the children’s play area. This is a significant health and safety issue during events. A second
access point at the east edge of the carpark, just north of the park bench outside I-Site would be ideal. A ramp
bridging the 380mm drop could be a solution. This access needs to be designed to stop unwanted vehicles
entering the green area during non-events.
Public Picnic Area on Wallace Street between I-Site and Kiyosato Gardens
This area is looking very good at the moment but is mentioned as it needs to be maintained and improved on
over time.

Ledger Goodman Park
Map M1
Location:
Classification:

Ledger Avenue, Motueka
Recreation Reserve (Lots 25 and 36) and
Local Purpose Reserve (Lot16)
Lots 36, DP 9080 and Lot 16, DP 12796 and Lot 25, DP 9975, Block IV, Motueka

Legal Description:
Survey District
Size:
0.5043 ha
Management Category: Open Space and Amenity

Description: (amended to current situation)
Ledger Goodman Park is located between Ledger Avenue, Kingstan Place and Goodman Drive in Motueka. The
reserve was created as a result of land subdivision during the 1970s and 1980s. A small concrete pump house
is located on the reserve. A post and rail barrier is present on the Ledger Avenue boundary of the reserve. A
concrete path provides pedestrian access through the reserve. The main use of the reserve is as an open space
for informal recreation and as foot access between suburban streets.
Most evergreen trees have been replaced with deciduous trees apart from the swamp cypress in the middle of
the park and some others to the south of the north boundary, which does not affect any neighbour with
shading. In 2016 the beginnings of a food forest were established by a group of enthusiasts via KMB. This
includes fruit and nut trees, berry bushes, nitrogen fixing trees and shrubs and supportive herbs and flowers to
aid a healthy ecosystem. Rock benches have been installed by the food forest enthusiasts with the permission
of TDC.

Policies
1. Manage the reserve primarily as open space for informal recreation and access between suburban streets

Recommendations
Install a picnic table near the playground or centre planting.
A commitment by council to maintain the fruit trees in their management plan. It is envisaged that KMB
members and food forest enthusiasts continue the food forest, but should this fall over at any stage in the
parks live, there should be commitment to continue the maintenance of the fruit and nut trees with a circle of
at least 1m or more of native grasses, comfrey or similar at their base for easy mowing and reduction of
sprays.
The food forest group has identified a discrepancy between council plans for an extra northern footpath link
(Northwest to east link) and the resident’s wishes. The long western playing field and the north western open
space should be maintained as continuous green field for frisbee, cricket, other ball games, and dog runs. Any
path dissecting this area renders this area useless.
The observed pattern of foot traffic entering from the NW walkway does go south to the Ledger Avenue exit. A
link onto the eastern path would be a waste of money. Therefore the best footpath would be coming from the
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NW walkway, hugging the western boundary and then continuing along the eastern boundary of the flowering
cherry bed to maintain a long continuous green strip.

Recommendations in General
TDC should be planting more edibles in public places. These edibles need to be chosen for their disease
resistance and edibility on the spot or easy collection. For example the quinces at Decks Reserve are not a on
the spot snack food and therefore people do not pick these up, or if they do, they bite into them and throw
them away. Better choices are apples, pears, plums, peaches, persimmons, feijoa or nuts for easy cracking or
collection for home processing. Do not remove any edible planting in Decks reserve, or anywhere else, but
instead include a column in TDC’s Newsline that states which fruits are ripe when and where (and a short hint
what to do with them). People are more and more removed from nature and we need to keep food awareness
alive. In addition – Motueka has a fair share of lower socio economic people, and providing children and all
with healthy snacks is bound to have long term benefits.

Thorps Bush
Introduction TDC Website says
The forest remnant on the Reserve is extremely valuable in conservation terms. It supports kahikatea, titoki,
totara, matai, kowhai, tarata, kaikomato, ti tree and what is thought to the last remaining specimen of white
maire in the Motueka District.
The bulk of the reserve was vested to Council in 1952 from the estate of F.W. Thorp. A small section at the
eastern edge became part of the Reserve much later in 1993. The assessment of ecological significance of
indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna is an important part of a territorial local authority’s
responsibility.
Several Studies of Thorp’s bush have been produced for TDC. The latest was produced by Michael North 2008.
Significant Native Habitats (SNH) site MO2
This study SNH MO2 states:- “This site is the largest alluvial podocarp-broadleaved forest in Motueka ED”

PROTECTION of Thorps Bush
KMB Recommendation
A Scenic reserve status as well as a covenant* would be the best option to protect this valuable ecological site.

Reasons for this recommendation
Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan 2001: The general policy document will be a core element of
reserve management planning in the Tasman District. The policies in this document apply to all ‘reserves’ as
defined by the document and listed in Appendix 1, unless a site-specific issue requires alternative policies in
individual reserve management plans or other site-specific management documents.
All new and reviewed management plans shall refer to this general policy document, unless a site-specific issue
requires an alternative approach.
The legal protection of the public land in question (Thorps Bush) determines the security of the indigenous
ecosystems within it. Recreation reserves or local purpose reserves do not offer the same level of protection to
biodiversity elements that other reserve classifications or a conservation covenant do, because the focus of
biodiversity protection and associated legal provisions are weaker.
The requirement for formal protection to secure long-term biodiversity needs to be clearly stated. This
includes appropriate covenant or reserve classification of public land so that there is recognition that sites
subject to revegetation are formally managed for biodiversity values into the future. Finer detail around
aspects such as site preparation, propagation, releasing, herbivore control and replacement planting, and
associated performance targets need to be incorporated into the associated management plans.
The TDC policy adviser suggested when she came to KMB meeting that Scenic reserve status would give a
greater measure of protection to the forest than recreation or local purposes reserve classification currently
exists.
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The addition of an appropriate covenant to Scenic Reserve status would make the protection more likely to be
observed into the future as it is registered against the title of the property. (Reason for this: -In the recent
goings on re Fearon’s Bush in addition to a non-notified resource consent and the use of the ’Ministers
powers,’ TDC staff did not appear to realise that there was an TDC SHA report that gives important advice on
sustainable management of the forest remnant.
*Covenantsi
A covenant is a legal agreement to protect land with important natural values.
Conservation covenants protect significant land and provide:
habitats for native plants and animals
corridors of protected native habitats
improved stream health protection against erosion.
Covenants are normally in perpetuity, and therefore bind both the current and future landowners.
An agreed document is drawn up outlining the rights and responsibilities of each party, and it is then
registered against the title of the property.

MANAGEMENT of Thorps Bush
It would be beneficial if the management plan incorporates the management issues and
suggestions made by North as well as input from DoC.
Section 3.5 states that: Council will
work with DOC to identify the best methods for sustaining such biodiversity values.

Michael North’s excellent study TDC (SNH) site MO2 pinpoints some management issues, quoted
here:
(p8) ‘Management issues and suggestions
Weeds In 1977 the forest’s lower understorey was ‘almost entirely absent’ (Park). The fact that
today it has substantially recovered is testimony to the efforts of council staff (and others?) in
restoring the site. Restoration plantings have helped to seal the edges from high light penetration,
favouring natural regeneration of forest species over light demanding weed species.
Paradoxically however, some of these restoration plantings threaten the very ecological integrity of
the site that they were introduced to allay, because several of the planted species are not indigenous
to the locality and are highly invasive themselves. Their removal should be the highest priority, along
with a range of self-introduced invasive weeds that have been listed above. This has been policy since
2001 (Harding) yet there is no indication that this has been undertaken. A full list of the planted weed
species is provided in the Appendix and it is hoped that all of these will be removed from the site in
time.’
Appropriate Species
‘Other revegetation species are locally indigenous but are either of the wrong provenance (e.g.
variegated Phormium, Astelia and Coprosma species and red akeake) or have been put in as amenity
plantings that do not reflect natural vegetation patterns, and look highly artificial (pathside beds of
Hebe stenophylla and Carex secta). Other introduced species, though not invasive, are not even
indigenous to New Zealand, let alone the northern South Island.
Shannel Courtney (2007) has prepared a list of revegetation species for TDC for this part of the
district entitled ‘Motueka-Riwaka Plains and Valleys’**. A number of species that have been planted
at the site are not on this list, although they do occur in the general district. These include black
beech, red beech, silver beech and ponga. All but red beech should be on this list in my opinion. How
purist one should go on insisting on the removal of red beech from Thorp Bush is something that
should at least be discussed.
Courtney further recommends only using ngaio and akiraho along the coastal margin of the district,
and so these planted species, strictly ecologically speaking do not belong here. Again this is a minor
consideration compared to the removal of the invasive and non-native species.’
(p9) ‘Recreation
The site is a very valuable green space within the bounds of Motueka and its role as informal
recreational space must be recognised here, both as open grass and as shady forest areas. There has
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been a trend toward encroaching on the grassy areas with indigenous plantings and this can only be
encouraged. The need for the extent of the remaining mown areas between pockets of trees in the
SW sector is questionable, in the light of the ecological significance of the site. It is suggested that
many of the tree pockets are allowed to coalesce into forest by a reduction in mowed lanes between
them and an extension of restoration planting to link them.’
P9 shows map of area that ‘could readily be restored.’
‘There is a proliferation of formal and informal tracks through the more continuous forest. Some of
the more informal tracks within the main forest area should be closed due to trampling damage.’
Other useful Management strategies
Section 3.5, TDC Reserves General Policies, September 2015, would be an excellent way to proceed,
especially as DoC expertise is close by in Motueka. Section 3.5 states that Council will work with DOC
to identify the best methods for sustaining such biodiversity values. North’s study shows there are
weeds and pests present in Thorp’s Bush and input is required to support this ecosystem.
In addition, it would be practical if a group could be set up to care for the bush under strict
supervision, as locals do care about it but (a) do not have the expertise (b) do not want to take
leadership. In particular, the young people have expressed some interest in it and a such a
restoration group would encourage more awareness of forest values while producing more care and
protection of this valuable resource.( education 3.2.1.1 TDC Reserves general policies).
The tress on the outside of the fence at Thorps Bush need protection from people using them to
park in the shade. (There is a tall rimu on the corner of Woodlands Avenue and the drive into the
supermarket, as well as some tall trees between the Image Theatre and the Supervalue
supermarket.)
**(Note:-The correct TDC revegetation species list for Thorps Bush is - Riuwaka Plains and Valleys
(produced for TDC by Shannel Courtney). This list can be found at
http://www.tasman.govt.nz/environment/land/biodiversity/restoration-planting-lists/)
Some quotes from the SNH MO2 North’s study: ‘Botanical Values Alluvial podocarp rich forest has been drastically depleted in Motueka ED with
<1% remaining of its original area.
Within the Wai-iti/Waimea catchment section, only one site exceeds this one in size but it is classified
as podocarp forest rather than podocarp-hardwood forest. This site is therefore of immense value as
the largest example of its kind in the ED. Its proximity to coastal influence is also a special feature of
this site.’…
‘The natural occurrence of ti kouka is very notable as it is now extremely rare in the ED.
Fauna
Tui were in reasonable numbers and appear to be resident. A pair of kotare/kingfisher were very
active and may be breeding in a hollow ti kouka. Fantail were seen occasionally. It is likely that
seasonally, the forest is an locally important food source for tui and kereru.’
General condition
The site is in variable condition, depending on locality. Overall it is reasonable under tree/forest
canopies, with abundant natural regeneration or dense and appropriate restoration plantings. In
others there is growing problem of weed invasion, largely from planted NZ species not indigenous to
the locality. Other inappropriate plantings detract from the site’s ecological value. Excessive tracking
is affecting the condition of the forest in places and too much of the site is managed as grassy lanes
that isolate stands of podocarps. Connectivity The site is significantly isolated
Buffering The site is poorly buffered
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There are four main ways of covenanting:
A conservation covenant with the Department of Conservation, or another authorised body.
An open space covenant with the Queen Elizabeth II (QEII) National Trust.
A kawenata covenant for Māori landowners, which is also available through QEII.
A Ngā Whenua Rāhui Kawenata, which is between the Minister of Conservation and Māori
landowners.
Best choice for this forest remnant either/or
DOC Covenants
A conservation covenant with the Department of Conservation can be used to protect biodiversity
on private property. The costs of protecting an area under a covenant may be met either fully or
partially by the Department of Conservation especially if the conservation values are of national
importance.
The Nature Heritage Fund can also be used to achieve protection using a conservation covenant
where the landowner retains title of the land, or by direct purchase on a ‘willing seller - willing
buyer’ basis at fair market rates.
QE11
What is an open space covenant?
An open space covenant is a legal agreement between a landowner and Queen Elizabeth II
National Trust that permanently protects a special natural or cultural feature. The agreement is
entered into voluntarily and binds current and all subsequent landowners in perpetuity. The
covenant is registered on the title to the land.
Thorps Bush – western side
Recreation reserve- western side of reserve
This Recreation area of the park is sometimes used for community gatherings such as family fundays . Mothers of small children use this area after shopping. The swings are appropriate, but it
would be good to have a seat or table close by where mothers can rest and some toddler play
equipment installed close by the swings. It may be useful to decide to have a preschool playground
or an inclusive type of play area such as suggested by Utah State University found at:
http/www.inclusiveplaygrounds.org/me2/overview
Furniture
The picnic tables are appropriate to this area.
The children’s play equipment
The eastern play equipment- near the trees-is often very wet -this especially so in the winter and this
equipment may be better sited in a different playground. In addition, this playground is a bit unsafe
for preschool children as they climb up the ladder and then get stuck because of the big gap at the
top (no continued rail). (It would be safer for them to slide down than attempt to go back down the
ladder.)
There is a personal safety issue for this recreation area. Some parents will not use the playground
without support persons present. Although a tunnel slide would likely solve the wetness problems in
this area, I understand that it would not be a safe place to install such a slide for similar personal
safety reasons.
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There is a scout hall on the edge of the park. This park should be kept as open space and no more
buildings should be placed in it.
It would be useful to plant some of this part of the reserve in eco -sourced native plantings to
improve buffer zone of the very important forest part. For instance, the cracked concrete part could
be removed and replanted. TDC Revegetation species plan Riuwaka Plains and Valleys (produced
for TDC by Shannel Courtney) is the correct species list to use for Thorps Bush. Michael Norths study
SNH MO2 2008 has some recommendations for areas that could be replanted.

Fearon’s Bush
TDC has correctly obtained a Native Habitats Tasman Site Assessment of Fearon’s Bush. It was
surveyed by Michael North in 2008.
Introduction
Fearon’s bush was purchased in 1914 ‘for the purpose of a public reserve or recreation purposes’.
Fearon’s Bush is missing from TDC parks and reserves list and needs to be included into it. It is leased
by TDC as a campground. If the campground is to continue in its present form the trees and
replacement plantings need to be cared for more carefully than is the case at present. The trees
make the park a pleasant place to visit, though the new lease does not permit locals to visit in the
camping season. This should also be made clear in the management plan.
Fearon’s does not have a current management plan. It needs a management plan to ensure the
recognition of the importance of the value and the long-term survival of this forest remnant.
It would be good to see these trees fenced - as is TDC’s policy for caring for such trees. Or at least a
greater effort should be made to ensure vehicles are not driving across or parking on the roots of the
kahikatea. Kahikatea are very susceptible to root compaction. Running a tractor or driving/parking
vehicles over the roots is thus likely to cause damage to, and eventual demise of, these magnificent
and important trees.
NHT Site Assessment Report (MO 1) Norths study NHT MO1 states:
‘Site Significance
This site is significant for the following reasons:
Although poorly representative of the original forest cover, the community that the treelands
represent is so rare within the Motueka ED that its value is sufficient for it to be deemed significant.’
‘The site consists of c31 native trees that are relics of the original forest cover, mixed with exotic trees
and standing over grassland and infrastructure related to the holiday park. They consist of (all
mature trees) 11 kahikatea, 16 titoki, 1 turepo, 1 pigeonwood, 1 mahoe, and at least 1 lowland
totara (a further c5 are probably too young to be part of the original cover and may have been
planted, or were self-sown in more recent times).’
‘Vegetation
Alluvial podocarp rich forest has been drastically depleted in Motueka ED with well less than
1% remaining of its original area’…
‘Thus even heavily modified sites such as this are of immense value in the district’….
‘Severely modified as it is, it is the rarity of the forest communities that once stood here (both
kahikatea forest and titoki rich podocarp forest) that gives this site such a notable value’….
‘kahikatea are very rare in this northern sector of the ED being known elsewhere only from Thorp Bush’.
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KMB recommendations for Management
The important forest trees make the campground very attractive and thus for economic reasons as well as
their rarity it is imperative that they are properly cared for:-

• Follow North’s excellent recommendations for management. (p4 SHT MO1copied below).
• Three main areas of trees are shown on the site map of NHT site assessment MO1.(copied below). These
areas should be barked and a suitable fence installed to keep traffic /mowers etc. from driving over the
roots of the trees. A picket fence would be in keeping with the history of the park. As well, a minimum of
barking of individual kahikatea to the root line is advised.

• The mature trees have ‘heritage status’ for their protection. However, it should be noted that it is very
concerning that the roots of the heritage kahikatea need improved protection and conservation measures.

• Apparently ‘replacement’ trees are planted when an older tree is killed, but these replacement trees have
no protection at present and should be given status so that they are not eliminated.
Reasons for these recommendations
Quoted from TDC NHT site assessment report MO1(2008)

Threats
Root zone compaction and modification is undoubtedly the greatest threat to the health of the trees
through vehicle passage under them and any ongoing or future infrastructural developments.
Management issues and suggestions
…The most that can be done is to ensure the long-term survival of the trees. The main area of
kahikatea in the centre of the property appears to be accessible to vehicles pulling off the tarmac and
it is questioned here whether this is sustainable from the perspective of tree longevity as podocarps
are notoriously vulnerable to root compaction(KMB highlighting). Some expert advice should be
taken if it has not already been done so. It is pleasing to see that some efforts have been made to
deter foot passage away from tree bases with the use of bark and minor amenity plantings.
The kahikatea trees are a rare source of seed in this sector of the ecological district, and should be
collected and grown by those involved with forest restoration projects in the Motueka area, to retain
the particular genetic characteristics of the locality.
(It should be noted that the writer of this submission was unable to access the park because locals
are unfortunately excluded from Fearon’s bush at this time.)
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SubID#12238

Ledger- Goodman Park
Please note that all comments are my own and may not always coincide with views or
ides of any of the people who are also interested in maintaining the development of the
Park
Note also that I am not sure of actual timing and dates of work undertaken in the past.
My comments are mostly based on my own indirect involvement and my interest in what
has and is being done in the longer term.
Updated Management Plan
The Plan should acknowledge and recognise the work done on the Food Forest Project and
where this fits in, in the short, medium and long term, if the project is to remain an important
aspect of the Park;
The plan should also recognise the role of a community group of volunteers (or friends) as part
of the planning and management of the Park.
Background to current position
All the work outlined in the original, Management Plan appears to have been carried out prior
to 2015 and predates the Food Forest Project.
The Food Forest Project was formally promoted at a public meeting supported by the Keep
Motueka Beautiful organisation at which Petra Stephenson presented a report on similar
movements around New Zealand and overseas, which also proposed a start on establishing a
project at Ledger-Goodman Park. The meeting took place in 2015
Central to what was promoted and seemingly adopted by Council and supporters, are the longterm aspects of the project -10 years to establish and 50 years till full maturity” -and that to be
successful it required the development of a group of supporters/volunteers and funding
The basic initial proposal has been supported by the Council and KMB as well as a small
(dedicated) group of volunteers. The first planting was in December 2015 and was well
attended, and other regular plantings have been held since to establish the pattern of raised
beds and further planting of a range of trees and bushes and plants along lines agreed with
Council. This work has largely been coordinated by Petra Stephenson, Dawn Jones, and
Danielle Lomas. There is an informal contact list of 20 (or so) volunteers and ongoing
supporters. (AN Note: Referred to for convenience in this note as “the group”).
No formal structure or agreement with Council
There is no formal group or organisation involved in continuing the work started in 2015 or the
longer-term aspects of the Project. All contacts and agreement on the work undertaken have
been direct with Council staff. Some funding and facilitation has been through the Keep
Motueka Beautiful Society. So far, all arrangements have been informal, with Council
undertaking the regular general maintenance and upkeep through its contractor.
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Working with Council in a structured way
In my view, the informal structure of “the group of volunteers and supporters” does not easily
allow for any formal agreement such as an MOU (which had been suggested). This could be
solved if the informal group was prepared to incorporate as a society. But at this stage this is
not proposed. To incorporate would need clear longer term support from others.
Why change now?
The most important aspect of having a more formal structure and some agreed form of
working arrangement with Council (best of all, if it can be written into the Management Plan)
would be that it would help remove uncertainty, as well as facilitate future work and the
longer-term aspects of the project. It could also provide overall stability and encourage
recruitment of more supporters and active volunteers and wider support.
So far however such a grouping has not been supported as far as I know by either the
original group or Council. What is different about what is happening at Ledger- Goodman is
more long term than most projects within the minor, inner town reserves and parks.
For my part I would like to recognise the work that has been done and the long-term aspects
of the Project.
Ledger Goodman as a hub for walking and cycling routes through the town
As a related but separate issue, I feel that some greater effort be placed on telling people
about the Reserve, especially the project, and the location, on maps and guides such as Get
Moving Motueka. The emphasis could be on pointing out just how Ledger-Goodman Park is
at the centre of any North South or East West walking route through Motueka. (Please see
rough outline of Centre of the world attached)
Alan Norton 25 February 2017
(Contact Tel 03 5288962
Email alan.norton@xtra.co.nz)
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From: Alan Norton [mailto:alan.norton@xtra.co.nz]
Sent: Friday, 10 March 2017 3:17 p.m.
To: Anna Gerraty <Anna.Gerraty@tasman.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Submission form for Reserves
Is there already a proposal somewhere in Parks and Reserves to do something` to the Te Apo
Reserve that is adjacent to the Twin Oaks reserve (which you call Parker Street I think) – created by
house building developments in Te Maatu drive
Thanks Alan – do you mean are there plans to install a playground or something in that reserve? I’m
not sure, I will pass your question on to Beryl and get back to you.
Yes but we do not need another play equipment – there are very few kids in the area and
surprisingly when they are playing on the grass they manage OK with odd things like cricket stumps
and balls etc. in the open area. But there is a belief around the area that a plan already exists on
paper. It should be the first thing to bring out of the hidden depths of planning if there is.
Biggest problem first is that it sometimes gets water logged so all ages get feet wet.
It then gets very dry and hot – so a few really big shady trees would help and sitting around (and
picnic tables) in some shade would help all ages especially in prams or motorised wheelchairs --but I better stop here – or it will turn into a submission.
It will be good at some stage to have all submissions up on the webpage as well as existing plans
where they may already be in someone’s budget or timetable. If money is short it helps to know
what is already in the planning/budgeting line
Cheers
Alan
Received 26 February 2017:
The reason for sending this is to ask a question. This reserve which is in the relatively new development where
I now live is in your list of Motueka reserves (see attachment).
So far there has not been any significant work done on the reserve since most of the building surrounding it
has been completed.
Can you tell me if there is any intention to look at any work in the reserve as part of the present updating of
the plans now in train?
Currently most of the people who live nearby and who pass through or just enjoy the open space seem happy
with not having any significant development there. Some of us would not wish to remove the open space or
have it cluttered with too much furniture or vegetation.
It needs to be noted that people who traverse it now, often do so as a direct consequence of their passage
through the small strip that links the reserve to Parker street alongside the twin Oak.
The only (small) drawback form time to time is that heavy rain leaves pools and soggy patches. If you had to
have a path, it would ned to be raised slightly above the surrounding grass rather than cut into the grass. Note
that at certain times common visitors are Herron s miss the water that at some stage may have been a major
feature.
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SubID#12249

Old Wharf -picnic park
This is a very small but highly used and important park. It has historical value through its
now crumbling wharf.
The view from this tiny park is magnificent. As well, people come to look at the godwits
that can be seen feeding at half- tide and further afield -at full tide- roosting on the
Sandspit. It would be good to have a telescope installed for viewing birds on the old wharf
so that people are kept off the Sandspit itself and away from the vulnerable bird species.
(Such as Auckland has outside the Auckland museum)
Local people use this picnic space for family picnics and takeaway meals and just sitting
and chatting while admiring the view.
There is a small sandy beach alongside the old wharf where young children like to play.
Schools use this park, beach front, and wharf. This especially as an outstanding end of the
year outing- and incidentally to learn about the significance of the Motueka Sandspit, mud,
godwits and other valuable bird species such as dotterels.
The godwit festival- small or large- use this space most years for educating the public
about the importance of caring for the godwits and other special sea birds and creatures
on the Sandspit. As well, the importance of estuaries and ‘mud’ is presented.
This area is also used by small boat owners to launch their boats- and especially canoes.
Cycling passes through this park and this can cause some problems especially when they
are ridden at speed. (perhaps it needs some slowing mechanisms installed?)
Campervans and cars parked up also use this site. It would be good to have a parking limit
so that people do not stay long enough to use the bushes as toilet. It would be helpful to
install a signpost pointing to the toilet (close by in old wharf road cycle- playground).
Motueka Quay is an extension of this park, in a way, as it is used by many walkers and
cyclists:- Mothers with push chairs and families with small children- often apparently
learning to ride bikes safely- use this path a lot as well as kids going to the gym or cycle
play-park. People exercising- joggers, walkers, dog walkers & cyclists also use this path
extensively.
Campervans/cars park under the trees and people sometimes hang out their washing and
use the beach as toilet. It would be good to see buffers installed so that the trees are not
further damaged.
Occasionally crazy cars drive at speed along this pathway and it is very dangerous. It
needs some kind of buffers installed to prevent this before a serious accident occurs.
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In conclusion my recommendations for this area
A parking limit- (suggested time 3-4 hours)
Slowing mechanism for cyclists passing through the picnic park.
Buffers to stop people parking and overnighting under the trees along Motueka Quay as it
damages them.
Buffers are also needed to stop crazy people driving along the pathway in their cars. This
is especially dangerous to small children using this pathway.
Buffers could be bollards or lying down treated timber bumper stoppers.
Signposts installed showing the way to toilets
Recycling bin/s.
Restore the historical old wharf.
Wish list:
1. Landscaping of the whole of Motueka Quay because it is becoming highly and
increasingly used by the people of Motueka.
2. When technology improves- so that birds can be seen on the spit- it would be good
to install a video camera. The previous camera- although apparently up-to -theminute did not show enough detail- you couldn’t see the birds.! However, in saying
that it should be noted that the previous camera showed the beauty of the Sandspit
and was a good tourist attraction. (Not that I personally think that we need any more
tourists at the moment!).
3. A telescope on the old wharf so that both locals and visitors can view the amazing
site of godwits, oystercatchers and other birds both on the spit and feeding on the
estuary without causing them disturbance.
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SubID#12250

8th March 2017
Anna Gerraty
anna.gerraty@tasman.govt.nz
TDC
Richmond

Dear Anna

Re: Parks and Reserves Management Plan Review

With regards to the above review, due 28th April 2017. I would like you to consider my submittal below:Decks Reserve:
Outdoor gym equipment to be placed around the outer edge of the reserve, or to make a platform area
with the equipment located in the same space. I have seen this work very well in Nelson and Havelock and
other towns in New Zealand. The age range is from toddlers through to retirees.
I do not believe that this would affect the local gyms as the equipment is more simplified and caters for
clientele that would not normally attend a gym.
Decks Reserve would be a perfect place for this, as it is central to Motueka CBD and also has the space
available. I realise that the TDC would still require the reserve having appropriate access for events, but I
feel that there is still plenty of room for this equipment.
A huge benefit to the community would be the easy access to equipment that would encourage health and
fitness in a fun way, without the expense of joining a gym. It would also be a great family activity, as the
parents and children can use this equipment. Or the parents/grandparents can enjoy using it, whilst the
children are playing in the playground area.
This equipment would not only benefit our locals, but would also provide a great need for our growing
tourist numbers.
Nelson City Council have provided this equipment for their district, and have obviously taken into
consideration the health and safety and liability aspects. There would be no more risk factors of using this
equipment than the childrens playground equipment.
I have attached some photos for your information and inclusion in my submittal.
I have been in discussions with Board Member Claire Hutt, who supports this submittal totally. With the
above taken into consideration. I would appreciate this proposal to be included in the Parks and Reserves
Management Plan Review.
Regards
Carolyn Payne
cazandizzie@gmail.com
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SubID#12264
Tasman District Council
Private Bag 4
Richmond
Attn: Anna Gerraty
27th Feb 2017
Dear Anna,
We would like to make a submission as part of the upcoming Reserves Management Plan, that the current
playground equipment be reviewed at the Riwaka ‘Ted Reed’ Reserve (corner of Wharf Rd and School Rd). We
would love to see the current tired equipment replaced, it’s very limited, aging and rusty equipment that has
been there for years and is not appealing or sufficient for the growing Riwaka population.
Our closest playground for the community is in Motueka or Kaiteriteri so would make a great addition and
benefit for the Riwaka community. The ‘Ted Reed’ Reserve is used by local families for picnics, play and
recreation as well as being adjacent to the Tasman Cycle way.
The upgrade of the existing play area would also help to align itself with similar playground equipment in other
parts of the Tasman region and to make it a more versatile and family friendly environment.
Sincerely,
Geoff Girvin & Melissa Gray
70 School Road, Riwaka, RD3, Motueka 7198
SubID#12265
Suzanne Viveen and Michiel Overweel
43 Green tree road
Riwaka 7198
Motueka, RD3
Motueka Community Board
25 February 2017
Dear Brent,
We would like to submit to the Motueka Community Board that part of the upcoming Reserves Management
Plan would include an upgrade of the existing tiny playground at the Ted Reed Reserve (corner of Wharf road
and school road, Riwaka).
The current equipment is very limited and old and not at all sufficient at for the growing amount of people that
presently use the Ted Reed reserve. Because of the excellent location of the reserve, close to the beautiful
estuary and Riwaka wharf, it is visited frequently, both by people passing on the Tasman Cycle trail as by the
growing Riwaka community, who often come out for a picnic.
We hope you are willing to consider our submission,
With kind regards,
Michiel Overweel and Suzanne Viveen
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SubID#12266

From: Simon Moore [mailto:shmoore@doc.govt.nz]
Sent: Tuesday, 24 January 2017 3:08 p.m.
To: Chris Golding <cgolding@doc.govt.nz>; Kate Steffens <ksteffens@doc.govt.nz>; Daniel Chisnall
<dchisnall@doc.govt.nz>; Roger Gaskell <rgaskell@doc.govt.nz>; Mark Townsend
<mtownsend@doc.govt.nz>; Lionel Solly <lsolly@doc.govt.nz>
Subject: FW: Thorp Reserve
See email trail below. It highlights an issue that we had raised again as recently as 2013. It would be
nice to think that there was some recognition of the inherent ecological value of the remnant forest
at Thorp Res.
Cheers
Simon
From: Lindsay Vaughan [mailto:lindsay.vaughan@tdc.govt.nz]
Sent: Tuesday, 20 March 2007 2:03 p.m.
To: Simon Moore <shmoore@doc.govt.nz>
Cc: Beth Bryant <tonyandbeth@ihug.co.nz>
Subject: FW: Thorp Reserve
fyi - I would like to think that the issue of cultivars in high value sites is a historic one. Our Reserves
staff are aware of the issue (they aer using Shannel's lists) and have been willing to make changes
when necessary. It may be desirable to make some changes to the Reserve Management Plan when
it is next reviewed.
Lindsay
From: Beryl Wilkes
Sent: Tuesday, 20 March 2007 1:55 p.m.
To: Lindsay Vaughan
Subject: RE: Thorp Reserve
Lindsay
We are aware of the vandalism in Thorp Bush and have been liaising with the police and local youth
officer.
The Motueka High Truancy Officer has suggested we take out the understory in the bush and leave
the mature trees so they can see all the visitors in the bush!
In the past some of the species planted in the bush have been suspect and recently a small planting
was carried out around the new toilet block with some native cultivars. Roger Gaskill did suggest we
replace some of the hebes we had planted in the bush which we did and in the bush areas if we plant
we now check Channels list first. Most of the areas now just revegetate by seed etc within the bush or
brought in by birds.
I think the biggest problem that the bush has is the activites of some of the visitors to the bush rather
than plant selections.
We are looking at options to try and reduce the disrespect of the bush by the visitors.

I hope this is of help.
Regards Beryl
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From: Lindsay Vaughan
Sent: Tuesday, 20 March 2007 12:09 p.m.
To: Beryl Wilkes
Subject: FW: Thorpes Reserve
Letter from Simon Moore at DOC - can we discuss? It will help me better understand the
requirements of the management plans for the reserves.
Cheers
Lindsay
From: shmoore@doc.govt.nz [mailto:shmoore@doc.govt.nz]
Sent: Tuesday, 20 March 2007 11:51 a.m.
To: Lindsay Vaughan
Cc: scourtney@doc.govt.nz; rgaskell@doc.govt.nz; gudy@doc.govt.nz; mheine@doc.govt.nz
Subject: Thorpes Reserve
Hi Lindsay
You may or may not have heard about some vandalism which occurred in Thorpes Reserve a few
days ago. Roger Gaskell (DOC - Motueka Area) was asked to go and have a look and he took a
photo of one of the trees (a small totara - photo attached). Apparently they've apprehended the 16year-old responsible.
In discussing this with Roger another issue resurfaced that Roger, Shannel and myself are concerned
about. The selected species used for planting in Thorpes Reserve, some quite recently, appear to be
inappropriate in terms of native restoration planting. Recent examples include hebe cultivars,
coprosma cultivars, brown flax and older examples include karo, golden totara, red akeake, Hoheria
populnea or sextylosa, karaka (lots of seedlings), numerous kauri of all ages, cultivar Pittosporum
tenax- small leaf form. I realise that appropriate species are determined according to the management
puposes of that reserve and it may be that Thorpes Bush is not managed specifically not for local
indigenous restoration.
The concern, however, is that this land occupies and represents one of the last remaining lowland
alluvial podocarp forest remnants in the Waimea-Motueka area. Also in terms of the land
environments (LENZ) categories it is situated within - it appears to bisect two Level IV environments,
B4.1a and J1.1b. Both of these are listed as "Acutely threatened" on the Landcare website, while
B4.1b is also listed as being "Critically underprotected" and J1.1b "Underprotected". Of the national
extent of 2325ha of B4.1a, only 24.2ha remains in "Indigenous Forest" as classified by LCDBII. When
you delve into these figures you start to get a feel for how important this remnant is and the reasons
why we feel that it should more appropriately be managed for indigenous restoration using
appropriate locally-sourced plantings and nurturing natural regeneration. This is particularly so in light
of the forthcoming SNA ID project and Shannels restoration lists, and our subsequent attempts to
encourage landowners to be "doing the right thing" in terms of species selections and ecosourcing.
I'm not sure if you're the right person to raise this issue with - it may be Beryl? If so could you please
forward this to her or whoever is the right contact.
Feel free to call and discuss further if you'd like.
Cheers
Simon
Simon Moore
Technical Support Officer
Department of Conservation
Private Bag 5
Nelson
New Zealand
Ph (0064)(03) 546-3174
Fax (0064)(03) 548-2805
shmoore@doc.govt.nz
<<P1010152.JPG>>
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SubID#12451

Feedback on Motueka Ward Reserves – received 10 April 2017
I want the rules around the use of Decks Reserve to be updated to allow for the building of
community facilities such as a new library and community hub on a small portion of it.
NAME
Andrea Carrington
Katrina Arundel
Helen Girvin
Jeni Platt
Sarah Robertson

EMAIL
tony.andrea@xtra.co.nz
treena.arundel@gmail.com
hjgirvin@xtra.co.nz
jeniplatt@xtra.co.nz
robertsonsjd@gmail.com

Jodi Ellis
Janeen Rogers
Irene Drummond
Emma Baker
Andrea Lightfoot
Leah Drummond
Catherine
Westrupp
Carolyn Gray
Joanne Bailey
Carol Fowler
Tania Yeatman

kaitiakijodi@gmail.com
itsachallenge@slingshot.co.nz
irenedrummond@hotmail.co.nz
emmarose82@yahoo.co.nz
andrea.lightfoot@xtra.co.nz
leahdrummond@hotmail.com
katiepaiz@xtra.co.nz

POSTAL ADDRESS
24 Whakarewa Street, Motueka
26 Grey Street, Motueka
49 School Road, Riwaka
71 Parker Street, Motueka
25 Johnstone Loop, RD2, Upper
Moutere
32 Lodder Lane, Riwaka
50 River Road, Riwaka
10 Dehra Doon Road, Riwaka
63B College Street, Motueka
437 Main Road, Riwaka
16 Lodder Lane, Riwaka
2 Polgase Street, Richmond

chrisandcazg@gmail.com
jobradley555@hotmail.com
carol.fowler@motuekahigh.school.nz
wagman@xtra.co.nz

60 Poole Street, Motueka
402 Main Road, Riwaka
Riwaka
1 Batchelor Ford Road, Motueka
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SubID#12848

Reserves Maintenance
The numerous neighbourhood reserves (e.g. Ledger-Goodman, Wildmans Road), often with a
children’s playground, are generally well-maintained and a credit to the town, although many seem
to be only lightly used. On the other hand, there are several reserves that do not serve a particular
neighbourhood, but are receiving increasingly heavy use by visitors (mostly in camper vans), that are
not as well maintained and are less of a credit. These include, in particular, Sanctuary Gardens,
Motueka Quay, and Beach Reserve-Saltwater Baths-North Street. I suggest that these localities
require a fresh look to ensure that (a) they are brought up to a condition in which ongoing
maintenance is sustainable at least cost; (b) they are configured to meet users’ needs and
expectations (in terms of facilities like picnic tables, footpaths, etc.); (c) adequate resources are
made available to maintain them in a creditable fashion.
Signage
There are few signs on High Street that indicate the location of the major attractions off the main
highway – most travelers would never know of the existence of Thorp’s Bush, Motueka Quay or the
Saltwater Baths if they relied only on signage. Even Pethybridge Rose Garden, which is on High
Street, is barely noticeable. I suggest that much improved signage is required to increase awareness
of Motueka’s reserves.
Motueka Quay
The shoreline from the Harbour Road corner down to the old Quay is becoming infested with selfsown tree lucerne and broom, which in not many years will create a visual barrier along much of
Motueka Quay. These weeds should be removed as soon as possible, when it is still relatively cheap
to do so, and they should be replaced by appropriate indigenous species that will stabilize the shore
– pohuehue, coastal ribbonwood, grey salt bush, knobby club rush and the like. The area around the
Quay itself is untidy and needs a major clear-out, with some replanting on the mounds that were
created a year or two ago, and replacement of over-mature shrubs. I don’t need to make any
comment about the regrettable state of the Quay itself, which most people regard as a disgrace. The
eroding shoreline just to the north of the Quay should be re-instated – the erosion is caused by a
fallen tree which has created turbulence at the foot of the bank, thereby causing its under-mining.
The tree should be removed and the bank-line restored to its original line, using the natural
materials found in this locality (coarse river gravel at the base; finer gravel above; soil stabilized with
brushwood on top; grey salt bush planted as a vegetative protection over all). Sea level rise has not
caused this erosion, and is not an argument for doing nothing.
Overnight camping at reserves
Tasman, in common with many other places in the South Island, is experiencing strong growth in the
number of visitors who want to park camper vans overnight for free; the vehicles are noticeably
increasing in size, also. A strategic approach is required to managing visitors so that the facilities
they use are accessible to rate-payers. Unusually in Tasman, overnight camper van “camping” is
permitted at Beach Reserve and George Quay (designated “freedom camping” areas), and is not
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prohibited along Motueka Quay. The issue is that visitors are increasingly conflicting with local
residents, and indeed have essentially taken over the Beach Reserve picnic/barbecue area and the
George Quay viewpoint, and displaced residents from these sites during the daytime, as well as at
night. Points to consider include:
1. There are at least four commercial campgrounds within Motueka, half a dozen others between
Mapua and Marahau, and numerous small reserves/domains along the coast and in nearby valleys
(Riwaka, Motueka, etc.). In other words, there is no shortage of overnight camping for visiting
camper vans. There is no need or legal requirement to permit free overnight camping in Motueka
itself.
2. “Freedom campers” want to have facilities – shower, toilet, washing facilities, rubbish disposal,
overnight parking – at no charge. Only on in ten visitors to Beach Reserve pay into the honesty box
the $5 per night contribution requested. Most make minimal contribution to the local economy,
apart from purchases of food and fuel – which they would need to make whether or not there is free
overnight camping in Motueka. However, there is no such thing as “free”, as the Mayor of Nelson
recently noted. It costs the community several dollars per vehicle-night to provide and maintain
facilities, and there is no obvious reason why local ratepayers should subsidise visitors who can
afford to own or hire a camper van.
3. Economists inform us that a good which is not managed/regulated or for the use of which there is
no charge will in time become fully used, then used up – the “tragedy of the commons”. The three
localities mentioned above demonstrate the principle; Beach Reserve and George Quay are now
overcrowded (hazardously so, if we consider the risk of, say, a gas bottle fire), and local residents
have been displaced by visitors.
4. The distinction between self-contained and non-self-contained vehicles is relevant to public health
concerns, but not to the principal issue in Motueka, which is congestion and displacement of local
residents by visitors. Self-contained vehicles generally are considerably larger than non-selfcontained, and have a greater negative impact in this regard.
There is no justification for permitting overnight camping in these three localities in the urban area
of Motueka, when it is prohibited in Rabbit Island, Mapua, Marahau, Kaiteriteri, Riwaka, etc. The
solution to the growing conflict is, in my view, to prohibit overnight camping within the urban area
of Motueka, including Beach Reserve, George Quay, and along Motueka Quay.
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SubID#12893

28 April 2017
MOTUEKA WARD RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
APPLICANT – TASMAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
SUBMITTERS – WAKATŪ INCORPORATION AND NGĀTI RĀRUA ĀTIAWA IWI TRUST
This is a joint submission by the following parties:

 Wakatū Incorporation
 Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust (NRAIT)
The joint submitters represent the descendants of the original Māori owners and have significant
land holdings in Motueka, but also with interests in Moutere and Golden Bay, and throughout the
Region in general.
The submitters have direct links/relationships to the original Iwi landowners and to Te Awhina
Marae.
This submission process is extremely important to the submitters as it provides them with the
opportunity of having input into decisions that directly affect their ability to use and develop their
lands or any matter that is of Cultural significance to our owners.
The submitters object to the classification of any reserves in the Motueka Ward.

 The Submitters wish to be heard.
WHO ARE WE?
Proprietors of Wakatū (Wakatū Incorporation)
Wakatū represents the descendants of the original land owners being the four iwi, Ngāti Koata, Ngāti
Rārua, Ngāti Tama and Te Ātiawa, who held manawhenua over the lands in Te Tau Ihu. Its owners
descend from the rangatira and whānau of these iwi.
Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust
The Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust was formed via the Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust Empowering Act
1993.
This legislative action was the culmination of more than 140 years of complaint and grievance by the
original iwi owners from the iwi Ngāti Rārua and Te Ātiawa and their successors over the alienation
of 918 acres of their Native Reserve lands in the Motueka district through Governor Grey's Crown
Grants of mid-1853 to Bishop George Augustus Selwyn, head of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa.

Page 137

A fuller understanding of the relationship the submitters have with the land is appended for the
Councils information.

LEGAL FRAME WORK
Councils operate under a number of statutory regimes that require them to engage with Māori or
tangata whenua. The two dominant frameworks are the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA)
and the Local Government Act 2002, but provisions are also found in legislation governing
conservation, coastal management, flood management and transport.
Both the Resource Management Act 1991 and the Local Government Act require recognition of the
special relationship of Māori, their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites,
waahi tapu and other tāonga, and the concept of Kaitiakitanga. How this is implemented at a local
level depends very much on the information provided to the Council by Tangata Whenua.
Māori identify that their role in respect of land and water is as guardians for future generations and
this impacts on how land and resources are used, developed and protected. It relates to, but is not
limited to, the following:
a. Marae, urupa, ancestral lands, waahi tapu sites.
b. Rivers, coastal water.
c. Objects and places of cultural significance.
The concept of Kaitiakitanga is defined in the Resource Management Act as “the exercise of
guardianship; and, in relation to a resource, includes the ethic of stewardship based on the nature of
the resource itself.” This definition is not necessarily the same as that which Māori would give the
word. Although it is a Māori term, the courts have defined that the exercise of Kaitiakitanga is a
responsibility placed on all people exercising functions under the Act, including the Council.
Determining exactly how effect is to be given to this concept for implementation throughout the
District is part of the consultation process.
Knowledge held by Tangata Whenua has always been closely guarded and what little has been
accessed has in some cases been reinterpreted and/or misused. With the increased awareness by
Tangata Whenua and the community of the value of this information, and the need to protect the
information, it is considered by Tangata Whenua that mechanisms may need to be put in place to
protect that information in the long term.
Engagement within the context of the RMA is by far the dominant framework as it deals with
regulatory matters that involve the use of land and water which can have considerable impact on iwi
and hapū interests. While it is the framework where we have the most experience of local
government Māori engagement it is also a very complex series of relationships as Māori participate
within the RMA context in a diverse range of ways, from having a right to be consulted on plans and
proposals, being advisers as well as being the holders of essential information, such as, information
about the location of tāonga.
The RMA promotes the sustainable management of natural and physical resources
in a way that enables communities to provide for their environmental, social, economic and cultural
well-being. The Act recognises Māori interests in natural and physical resources and contains
specific provisions for consulting and working with tangata whenua. Some of the key provisions in
the RMA that are most relevant to this topic are:
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Section 6:

recognises the national importance of the relationship of Māori and their
culture and traditions and their ancestral lands, waters, sites, waahi tapu,
other tāonga and historic heritage

Section 7:

requires that particular regard be given to kaitiakitanga and
that the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi be taken into account.

Section 8:

applies the same obligations to “all persons exercising powers under the
RMA” to take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.

The RMA guarantees tangata whenua an opportunity to contribute to the preparation of plans and
policies. “Tangata whenua” is defined to include iwi authorities, tribal rūnanga, iwi and hapū trust
boards, land trusts or directly as representatives of whānau, hapū and iwi. The legislation does not
provide the same guarantees in relation to individual resource consent applications, although it is
accepted as good practice for resource consent applicants to consult with tangata whenua where
their proposals affect matters covered by the RMA. Essentially, where tangata whenua have a
legitimate interest in, or are affected by, an application they also have the right to have their views
considered in the decision-making process.
The Local Government Act provides principles and requirements for local authorities that are
intended to facilitate participation by Māori in local authority decision-making processes. This is to
recognise and respect the Crown’s responsibility to take appropriate account of the principles of the
Treaty of Waitangi and to maintain and improve opportunities for Māori to contribute to local
government decision-making processes. These principles and requirements are outlined as follows:
o
o

o

o

o
o

Opportunities for Māori a local authority should provide opportunities for Māori to
contribute to its decision-making processes.
Local authority decision-making – where, in the course of the decision-making process, a
significant decision relates to land or a body of water, the local authority must take into
account the relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral land,
water, sites, aahi tapu, valued flora and fauna, and other tāonga.
Contributions to decision-making processes – a local authority must establish processes to
provide opportunities for Māori to contribute to the decision-making processes of the local
authority and also to consider ways to foster the development of Māori capacity.
Consultation with Māori a local authority must ensure that it has in place processes for
consulting with Māori which are in accordance with the principles of consultation as set out
in section 82 of the Local Government Act.
Working with Māori the Long Term Council Community Plan must outline how the local
authority will work with Māori to further community outcomes.
Development of Māori capacity – the Long Term Council Community Plan must set out steps
the local authority intends to take to foster the development of Māori capacity to contribute
to the decision-making processes of the local authority.

The LGA includes a statement which establishes that the Crown, not local government, is the Treaty
partner but that in recognition of the Crown’s obligations local government has certain
responsibilities. These are largely Article Three responsibilities and involve Māori participation in
decision-making processes, enhancing Māori capacity to participate and options for enhanced
representation by Māori (Māori seats). The relevant provisions are:
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Section 4:

“In order to recognise and respect the Crown’s responsibility to take
appropriate account of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi and to
maintain and improve opportunities for Māori to contribute to local
government decision-making processes, Parts 2 and 6 provide principles and
requirements for local authorities that are intended to facilitate
participation by Māori in local authority decision making processes.”

Section 14:

sets out a number of principles including one requiring local authorities to
provide opportunities for Māori to contribute to councils’ decision-making
processes

Section 77:

requires councils to take into account the relationship of Māori with their
ancestral land, water, sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other
tāonga when making significant decisions relating to land and bodies of
water.

Section 81:

requires councils to facilitate contributions to decision making processes by
Māori by:
 establishing and maintaining processes to provide opportunities by
Māori to participate in decision making processes
 considering ways of fostering Māori capacity to contribute to
decision-making processes
 providing relevant information to Māori for these purposes.

To give effect to the obligations under the Local Government Act and the related obligations under
the Resource Management Act, must continue to develop its relationships iwi. This is essential for
achieving the sustainable management of the natural resources within the district.
The specific aspects of this joint submission are as follows:

A. SUPREME COURT DECISION – PROPRIETORS OF WAKATŪ & ORS V ATTORNEY
GENERAL (SC 13/2015) [2017] NZSC 17
The recent decision of the Supreme Court, found in favour of Rore Pat Stafford, as one of the
claimants, that the Crown owed a legally enforceable fiduciary duty to the customary owners of the
land throughout the Top of the South Island by reserving and excluding certain lands for their
exclusive use.
The Crown failed in this regard.
The lands that form part of the Motueka Ward Reserves will be subject to that claim.
No classification action by the Council with any land within the boundaries of the Supreme Court
decision to be undertaken until the remedy action has been resolved between Mr Strafford and the
Crown.
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B. SPECIFIC ISSUES
Memorial Park
While not subject to the Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan it is considered important to
Wakatū as part of this process.
The Tasman District Council entered into a Deed dated 30 June 1993, with Wakatu Incorporation for
the purchase of what is known as Rugby Park and a half share interest in Memorial Park.
A provision in the Deed for Memorial Park required the Council to prepare a Strategic Management
Plan and required consultation with Wakatū.
This was completed in 1997. The Incorporation has no record of any consultation on this Plan. The
Deed also required the Council to consult with Wakatū on any improvements and or modifications
and the establishment of a committee for the long term use and Operation of Memorial Park.
This committee has never been established and we have little information on what improvements
and modifications the Council proposes for the Park ongoing.
While we note that this reserve is excluded from the Plan it highlights matters of concern about the
obligations of Council to other parties.
Rugby Park
The 1993 Deed with Memorial Park comprised an offer back clause should Rugby Park no longer be
used for recreation or community purposes. The current plan does not address this right.

C. CULTURAL VALUES
The Council has obligations to Māori and Hapu and Iwi statutorily and also as a result of the recent
settlement claims.
There are no specific cultural or environmental values from a Māori perspective attributed to the
reserves intended to be classified. Reserves will have significant specific cultural issue attributable
to them.
It is noted that the Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan is subject to the Tasman District
Council Reserves General Policies, which deals with generic cultural issues. We understand that this
is currently in draft form.
Specific cultural matters for each reserve need to be considered as this may have an impact on the
classification.
It is noted that the cultural advice obtained for Tasman District Council Reserves General Policies
was obtained from Tiakina Te Taiao, (Tiakina).
The Council has recently severed its relationship with Tiakina. It is therefore considered that the
cultural values contained in the Policy document carry no weight.
The submitters require the Council to consult individually with all shareholders of Tiakina:
o Ngāti Kōata Trust and Te Pātaka-a-Ngāti Koata Trust
o Te Atiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust and Te Atiawa o Te Waka-a-Maui Trust
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o
o
o
o

Ngati Rarua Iwi Trust and Ngati Rarua Settlement Trust
Ngati Tama ki Te Waipounamu Trust
Wakatu Incorporation
Ngati Rarua Ātiawa Iwi Trust

to seek input into the Reserve Policy and how it impacts the on the Motueka Ward Reserves
Management Plan.
Additionally as a result of the Supreme Court decision, consultation will also be required with Rore
Pat Stafford.
In summary
The submitters which to reinforce several key matters:
1. Its objection to the classification of any reserves as a result of the Supreme Court decisions
affecting lands in the Top of the South Island.
2. Lack of cultural input into each of the reserves.
3. Lack of consideration of any specific cultural or environmental matters by Māori and Māori
landowners in relation to specific reserves.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on this proposal.
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Proprietors of Wakatū (Wakatū Incorporation)
Wakatū represents the descendants of the original land owners being the four iwi, Ngāti Kōata, Ngāti
Rārua, Ngāti Tama and Te Ātiawa, who held manawhenua over the lands in Te Tau Ihu. Its owners
descend from the rangatira and whānau of these iwi.
Wakatū Incorporation was formed in 1977 to represent the land owners and their families who
descend from the 254 tūpuna recognised by the Native Land Court in 1893 as the original owners
of Nelson, Tasman Bay and Golden Bay. It was constituted by the Wakatū Incorporation Order
1977, under the provisions of the Māori Reserved Land Act 1955. These lands are commonly
referred to as the Nelson 10ths.
Wakatū is the kaitiaki of these lands.
Today, the Incorporation represents approximately 4000 Māori owners of the land in Nelson,
Tasman Bay and Golden Bay. Apart from the Crown and local authorities, Wakatū is one of the
largest private landowners in the Nelson/Tasman regions.
Land interests
As in most parts of New Zealand, the majority of Māori land in Te Tau Ihu was alienated in the 19th
century as a result of legislation, sale or confiscation. However, some land was retained as a result
of an agreement between the original land owners and the New Zealand Company in 1841.
A full history of the lands administered by Wakatū Incorporation (along with Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi
Trust, Rore Lands, and other whānau and iwi trusts) on behalf of its shareholders is set and
discussed more fully in the Waitangi Tribunal, “Te Tau Ihu o te Waka a Maui” report.
By way of summary:
Tenth’s Reserves
The original land owners of the four iwi agreed to the European settlement of parts of the Nelson,
Tasman and Golden Bay area provided certain terms and conditions were met by the New Zealand
Company and later, the Crown. These terms included the protection of all settlements, cultivations
and waahi tapu, (occupation lands) and the reservation of one-tenth of all land used for the Nelson
Settlement (Nelson 10ths land) to be held in trust for the benefit of the original Māori owners and
their families;
The New Zealand Company, and later the Crown did not meet their obligations. As a result the
descendants were forced to move away from the land (in many cases, families were forced to leave
the South Island) and were never awarded a full-tenth of Nelson Settlement district land as agreed;
From 1842, the land that the Crown retained in trust was mismanaged by Crown officials, the Public
Trustee, Native Trustee and later the Māori Trustee. This led to further land losses and reducing the
value of the estate.
Māori Perpetual Lease Land
To exacerbate these injustices, the Crown passed legislation which favoured lessee’s interests in the
Tenths at the expense of the Māori owners. For example, the leases provided for 21-year rent
review periods, rents well below market value, and the lessees had perpetual rights of renewal. In
practice this meant the Māori owners could not access or use their land, nor did they receive
adequate rent for leasing the land.
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Uneconomic interests
The Māori owners lost more land because of legislation which empowered the Māori Trustee to
compulsorily acquire shares in land from Māori owners that fell below a certain value. Over 300
owners lost their shares in the Tenths estate as a result of this legislation.
By 1977, the Tenths estate (excluding occupation lands) had been reduced to less than 2,000 acres
as a result of the Crown’s mismanagement and original failure to provide the full one-tenth (that is,
15,100 out of 151,000 acres plus occupation lands, cultivations and waahi tapu in Nelson, Tasman
and Golden Bay).1
Following protests from descendants of the original owners, a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the
history of Māori Reserved Lands and the Tenths was conducted in 1974 by the Sheehan Commission.
The Sheehan Commission recommended that the administration of the Tenths Land and occupation
reserves be returned to the control of the Māori owners.
Those recommendations led to the formation of Wakatū Incorporation and Rore Lands Limited in
1977. This restored the Māori owners to a position of managers and administrators of their own
land.
Māori Perpetual Lease Land
Wakatū Incorporation inherited the perpetual leases at the time of Incorporation in 1977.
For all intents and purposes the leases grant an ownership regime to lessees that is practically fee
simple by virtue of a lease with twenty one year perpetual rights of renewal. This grants significant
rights to the lessee for use of the land without having full ownership and making it difficult for the
original owners to regain control of their own land.
In 1997, the Māori Reserved Land Amendment Act was passed to partially resolve some of the
injustices associated with the perpetual leases over Māori Reserved Land through introducing new
formulas for determining rent. Despite the 1997 reform, the owners are still faced with unfair leases
which do not reflect market conditions and create considerable cost and conflict for the owners.
Wakatū Operation
Wakatū Incorporation is charged with the care and development of the owners’ lands to preserve
and grow their culture and economic prosperity.
Since 1977, the owners of Wakatū have built a successful organisation which has contributed to the
economic growth of the region and the economic, social and cultural development of the
descendants of the owners.
Wakatū Incorporation’s primary focus is based around its management and use of the ancestral
lands of the owners for their cultural and economic sustenance.
Today, this comprises a mixture of leasehold land, commercial land and development land.
Wakatū also has large interests in horticulture in the Motueka area with viticulture and aquaculture
in New Zealand. Wakatū owns Kono Horticulture, which manages the lands of its owners and is
based in Motueka.
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There can be tensions between the cultural and economic values of Wakatū Incorporation.
However, the principles of Wakatū Incorporation adopted by its Committee of Management provide
direction on how these values are integrated.
This principle based approach is:
Kaitiaki: This is a custodial duty to prudently utilise the lands of Wakatū Incorporation as a tāonga
tuku iho for the benefit of the Owners.
Tikanga: Maintenance of traditional customs and practises assures that Wakatū Incorporation is
aligned to the intergenerational tribal values of the Owners. It is essential that Wakatū acts in a
manner that will not diminish the mana of its people.
Pono: The integrity of Wakatū Incorporation as an entrepreneurial leader has been built over many
years and is based on an economically sound reputation that benefits its owners.
This approach is reflected in Te Pae Tāwhiti, which sets out the intergenerational vision for Wakatū
Incorporation. This confirms Wakatū Incorporation’s unique relationship with its iwi owners and the
need to recognise and respect the cultural and spiritual values of the owners.
Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust

The Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust was formed via the Ngāti Rārua Ātiawa Iwi Trust
Empowering Act 1993.
This legislative action was the culmination of more than 140 years of complaint and grievance by the
original iwi owners from the iwi Ngāti Rārua and Te Ātiawa and their successors over the alienation
of 918 acres of their Native Reserve lands in the Motueka district through Governor Grey's Crown
Grants of mid-1853 to Bishop George Augustus Selwyn, head of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa.
In 1853, Selwyn devolved the administration and management of these lands in Motueka to three
trustees, being Dr J D Greenwood of Motueka, Major Richmond (Superintendent of Nelson) and
Archdeacon R B Paul of Nelson.
The trusteeship system continued until 1859 when it was replaced at the first General Synod of the
Church, at which Selwyn conveyed the responsibility for the appointment of Trustees of all Church
lands to a Board of Appointment, as required by the Religious and Charitable Trusts Act 1856.
The following year, the responsibility passed to the recently appointed Bishop Hobson of Nelson;
thereafter the Nelson Diocese administered the estates and assets conveyed to it via a separate
trust board, the Whakarewa School Trust Board.
The alienation of our lands to the Church was fiercely contested by the owners of the day, and their
petition to the Nelson Provincial Council immediately following Grey's actions.
The Council's initial response was to challenge the legality of the grants via a writ of “scire facies”,
but on legal advice, it settled for a strongly worded memorandum to the Governor protesting his
actions.
Protests from the original Māori owners and their descendants via submissions, petitions,
objections, deputations and other avenues continued unabated from that time, and at least three
major investigations resulted.
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Commissions of Enquiry were held in 1869 and 1905 (the latter was a Royal Commission
A special investigation and report was compiled by Alexander Mackay in 1888. Unfortunately for the
Maori claimants, none of these investigators has the authority to rule on the matter of ownership of
the land titles in question.
The Whakarewa School Trust Board has had a chequered history as it has attempted to maintain its
obligations under the terms of Grey's grants and trust deeds. Its early attempts to operate as a
residential industrial/agricultural school went through cycles of success and failure.
For a long period, it operated as a residential home for orphans and/or children from adverse
circumstances, and in its later years (late 1970's), the Home was leased to the Nelson Hospital Board
for the residential care of severely handicapped patients.
The proposals for restructuring of the Whakarewa Trust's activities in the early 1980's were initiated
by the withdrawal of the Nelson Hospital Board from its use of the Trust's Homestead Blocks.
This resulted in a resurgence of protest by the Ngāti Rārua Council. This group adopted the
arguments of their ancestors that the Trust had again failed, and in accordance with an Iwi view held
ever since the 1853 alienation, the assets of the Trust should now be returned to descendants of the
original owners.
The amendments to the Treaty of Waitangi Act to permit the examination of grievances dating back
to 1840 saw a renewal of effort to secure the return of the lands to the tribes.
The claimants intended to place the issue before the Waitangi Tribunal in 1988 and 1989, and claim
documents and preliminary reports were filed to indicate the scope of the claim which would be
brought.
By the late 1980's, most church authorities had come to accept the validity and justice of the iwi
claims, and the Nelson Diocesan Synod eventually acknowledged the breaches of the Treaty of
Waitangi which were implicit in Grey's unilateral actions, and agreed to negotiate the return of the
Whakarewa Estates to the rightful claimants.
Accordingly, the Hon Doug Kidd sponsored a Private Members Bill to transfer Whakarewa assets to a
body of representatives of the original owners.
This resulted in the demise of its predecessor, the Whakarewa School Trust and its Board and the
return of the land.
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SubID#12922
From: Joanna Santa Barbara [mailto:joanna.santabarbara43@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, 16 April 2017 2:24 p.m.
To: Anna Gerraty <Anna.Gerraty@tasman.govt.nz>
Subject: Management plan for Motueka Ward REserves

58C Mytton Heights,
RD1 Motueka,
2017 February 26th.
Ms. Anna Gerraty,
Strategic Policy,
Tasman District Council.
Dear Ms. Gerraty,
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to a review of planning for Motueka Reserves.
Councillor David Ogilvie asked if The Renewales, a climate action group in Motueka, would
be interested in the issue. We were indeed interested. Our overarching vision is of a New
Zealand contributing its fair share to the urgent need to reduce carbon emissions to keep
within the ‘carbon budget’ which has some possibility of preventing global temperature
increase beyond two degrees centigrade. We are very interested in actions at a local level.
Of the various actions that might be undertaken by a district council, increased tree planting
to sequester carbon is an important one. It’s particularly suitable to a semirural district like
ours.
I read through the Motueka Ward Reserves Management policy and noted with pleasure
that planting more trees features as a deliberate policy (para 5.18.6). This is most promising.
Thanks for the list of Motueka ward reserves. We were able to visit and review eight of
them. While the purpose of my letter is to encourage TDC to plant more trees on reserves, I
must pause to say that these visits were a pleasure. The council maintains the reserves very
well, and many of them have beautiful and well-designed plantings.
In general further plantings of native trees, with some exotics, would enhance many
reserves, increasing their beauty and their usefulness as well as serving the much-needed
function of sequestering carbon. Some of these reserves are places where the valuable
slow-growing native trees could be planted, their full beauty to be appreciated by the next
generation.
Thorp’s Bush is a lovely example of clusters of large, mature trees alongside wide expanses
of lawn for children’s play and family picnics, along with ‘wilder’ areas of native bush with
pathways.
The reserve alongside Lower Moutere Hall has few plantings. It would be greatly enhanced
by plantings of eventually large trees around the perimeter at least.
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Wildman Rd. Reserve has very pleasant plantings along the side adjacent to the road,
including at least one heavily –bearing fruit tree, soon to benefit visitors with its harvest.
There is one magnificent eucalypt lending great character to this reserve. This reserve would
benefit from a grove of large shady trees in its north-west corner. This would still leave a
very large green space for games.
Wharepapa Reserve has very well-designed garden plantings along the footpath that crosses
the reserve. It would benefit from more trees around the periphery.
Ngapika Reserve has no plantings, perhaps because it may be a new reserve. It would
benefit from clusters of tree plantings (perhaps already planned.).
Pioneer Cemetery is an example of mature exotic trees in a more formal design, beautifully
maintained.
Kowhai Reserve has one lovely mature tree and other pleasant plantings. It is too small for
more trees.
Ledger Goodman Reserve
- this is of course a developing project with the aim of planting food-bearing trees, as well as
those which enhance the availability of soil-nutrients to such trees
- the Reserve would in our opinion benefit from a general planting of trees both for shade
and beauty.
I am envisaging such flowering shade trees as Robinia Pseudoacacia and
Albizzia, deciduous trees for autumn colour such as pin oak and maple, as well as natives
which, as mentioned,
will grow slowly for our grandchildren to appreciate.
In general, we urge the Council to plant more trees wherever it can, and to communicate
this activity to the Tasman District public, urging individuals and businesses to follow TDC’s
example as one way Tasman people can contribute to the mitigation of climate change. It
would be very good to generate a plan of bulk buying of tree seedlings, providing them at
low cost to citizens to further increase tree planting in our district.
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in contributing to the beauty and sustainability
of our reserve lands.
Yours sincerely,
Joanna Santa Barbara, MB.BS, FRANZCP, FRCP(C), O.Ont., member of The Renewables.
Fran Deech, BA (Hons.) member of the Renewables
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