have
your
say

PROPOSED
Age-Friendly Policy
Tasman’s population is ageing, which means we have an increasing number
and percentage of residents aged 65 and over. The number of older
residents in Tasman is projected to almost double over the next 20 years.
We’ve drafted an Age-Friendly Policy to
guide Council’s planning and decisions
to better meet the needs of the growing
number of older residents. We believe
these objectives will benefit residents of
all ages and abilities.

Let us know what you think of the
proposed policy.
Does it address the opportunities and
challenges of an ageing population?
Will the objectives improve the wellbeing
of our older residents?

Feedback closes Friday 25 January 2019
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About the Age-Friendly Policy
The policy will guide Council’s planning and decisions across a range of
work areas to explicitly take into account Tasman’s ageing population. It
identifies ways we can address the challenges and opportunities of an
ageing population.
It will update and replace our current
Positive Ageing Policy which was
completed in 2004.
The Policy outlines the issues and
implications of an ageing population for
Tasman, and the goals and objectives for
Council to improve the wellbeing of the
growing number of older residents.

The commitments made in this Policy
will be implemented through Activity
Management Plans, Long Term Plans,
Tasman Resource Management Plan and
related projects, policies, strategies, and
bylaws.
The Policy will be reviewed at least every
five years to take into account demographic
and technological changes.

What is Council’s role in developing an agefriendly community?
Tasman District Council is committed to providing an environment that
improves the health, wellbeing and participation of older people in our
community.
We acknowledge that Council, Nelson
Marlborough Health, Central Government,
and the community, including older people
themselves, all play a role in contributing
to develop an age-friendly community.
We recognise that there are already a
great number of services and facilities that
provide positive outcomes for older people,
which the policy will build on and promote.
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We will continue to support other agencies
and community groups to improve
outcomes for older people.
This policy guides Council to make
provision for the ageing population
in our strategic plans. We will focus on
areas which align with the purpose of
local government, as defined in the Local
Government Act.

Our ageing population
Our population is ageing and, based on current demographic trends and
assumptions, by 2038 residents aged 65+ are projected to make up more than
a third of our population. One in five Tasman residents are projected to be 75
years or over.
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this may mean:

Changes in transportation
needs, especially for our rural
communities

Increase in demand for
smaller, accessible and
affordable housing

An increasing need for
accessible footpaths,
seating and toilets
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The way we provide
information and services will
need to adapt to an older
population

Smaller working-age
population and potential
labour market shortages

Businesses will need to
provide more products and
services to suit older people
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It is important to remember that older
people, defined as those aged 65 years and
over, are not a homogeneous group and
have a wide range of needs and abilities.

Our community has told us that the main
issues for our older residents are social
connection, accessibility, and affordability.
Closely linked to these issues is the need for
a range of transport and housing options,
particularly in rural communities.

Image: Opera in the Park, Tim Cuff

What are we trying to achieve?
Our vision
The Tasman District will be a vibrant age-friendly community where older people are
valued, visible and socially connected. Council services, activities and housing will be
accessible and affordable.

Our goals
The proposed Age-Friendly Policy outlines the following issues for our ageing population.
For each of these, we’ve set ourselves a goal and objectives for Council, which aim to
improve the wellbeing of the growing number of older residents.
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SOCIAL PARTICIPATION,
HEALTH AND
WELLBEING:
Increasing opportunities
for older people to enjoy
social connection and
healthy active
lifestyles.

transport:
A range of safe,
accessible, affordable
transport options for
older people.

ACCESSIBILITY:

HOUSING:

Council buildings,
facilities, transportation
networks, and services
are accessible and
inclusive for all members
of the community.

A range of affordable
and appropriate
housing options for
older people.

cultural
diversity:

affordability:

A range of culturally
appropriate services
allow choices for
older people.

Council rates
and services are
affordable.

$
communication,
consultation and
information:
Council information
and consultation is
accessible for our
older residents.

safety:

employment:

Older people feel
safe and secure
in their homes,
communities and
online.

Council will explicitly
take into account the
ageing labour force
in regional economic
planning.

In the proposed Age-Friendly Policy, we’ve also outlined some proposed methods
for addressing each issue, to give you an idea of what this work looks like for Council.
These generally build on existing approaches but we’ve also identified new initiatives
for implementation in the short, medium and long term.
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Find out more and read the full Policy
To read the full version of the proposed Age-Friendly Policy, and for more
information, visit our website www.tasman.govt.nz/link/age-friendly.
Other information available includes:
• A summary of community feedback on Tasman’s ageing population and age-friendly
issues.
• A research report, Tasman’s Ageing Population, on Tasman’s demographic trends, the
characteristics of our older residents, and the implications of an ageing population.

Have your say
You can let us know your views by completing the feedback form by
25 January 2019.
Online at www.tasman.govt.nz/feedback
Via email at info@tasman.govt.nz
At Tasman District Offices and Libraries
Via post to Tasman District Council, Private Bag 4, Richmond.

We are planning to adopt the Policy in April 2019.
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Feedback form
Tell us what you think of the proposed Age-Friendly Policy. Does it identify
and address the issues of an ageing population? Will the objectives improve
the wellbeing of our older residents? Are the objectives achievable? Are there
any missing?
1. Do you support or oppose the proposed Age-Friendly Policy?
Fully support
Mostly support, but would like a few changes
Neither, not sure
Mostly oppose
Fully oppose
2. Tell us why you support or oppose the policy, and what changes you would like.
To help us understand your feedback, please indicate which section of the Policy your
comment relates to.
• Vision and guiding principles

• Affordability

• Social participation, health and wellbeing
• Accessibility

• Communication, consultation
and information

• Housing

• Safety

• Transport

• Employment

• Cultural diversity

• Other
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Please attach additional pages if you need more room, or complete this form online.
Your details
First name					Last name
Phone (landline and/or mobile)
Postal address:
Town or RD					Postcode
Email
If your feedback is on behalf of an organisation, please name the organisation and your
position:
Organisation					Position
Please note: all submissions, including names and contact details, will be made available
to Councillors and the public through the Council website.
Feedback closes on 25 January 2019
• Head online to www.tasman.govt.nz/feedback and complete your submission.
• Post your feedback to Tasman District Council, Private Bag 4, Richmond.
• Email your feedback to info@tasman.govt.nz.
• Drop your feedback into your local library or Council service centre.

Feel free to contact us:
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Tasman District Council
Email info@tasman.govt.nz
Website www.tasman.govt.nz
24 hour assistance
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Richmond
189 Queen Street
Private Bag 4
Richmond 7050
New Zealand
Phone 03 543 8400
Fax 03 543 9524

Murchison
92 Fairfax Street
Murchison 7007
New Zealand
Phone 03 523 1013
Fax 03 523 1012

Motueka
7 Hickmott Place
PO Box 123
Motueka 7143
New Zealand
Phone 03 528 2022
Fax 03 528 9751

Takaka
78 Commercial Street
PO Box 74
Takaka 7142
New Zealand
Phone 03 525 0020
Fax 03 525 9972

