Today I'd like to talk about a great opportunity to enhance something that we all care
deeply about ~ our fown and its HighStreet.

I believe that we all want the same thing for our town: we want it to be a place that evokes
positive emotions and good memories, somewhere that visitors return to over and over again
and a place with a distinctive memorable image that draws people back. | also believe that
this is an issue that is important to the majority of locals, an issue that is too important to
ignore,

I am of course talking about planting big trees on our High Street, and not just replacing the
trees which will be removed, but planting many more big trees. | am not advocating to keep
the existing trees. | understand the reasons for their removal. | am making an urgent plee to
give Motueka's townscape a higher priority within this project, and for our local council to
understand the depth of feeling within the community about this issue,

We already have plans in place to improve safety and traffic flow with NZTA's upgrades. |
believe we have a chance to take those improvements further, but | also forsee a danger
that if we do not act on this opportunity we will be missing out on the potential to become a
real destination town and condemning Motueka High Street to a fate worse than Huntley
(which was once voted New Zealands worst town)by leaving it with a harsh, uninviting
landscape.

NZTA have done a great job with their safety plans, but their priority is just that - safety and
traffic flow. Do we really want the fate of Motuekas townscape to be left in their hands?
NZTA have made one small conssession in their upgrade plan that recognizes the danger of
their project adversely affecting the character of Motueka Town Centre. They state that they
“are looking at what low maintenance greenery we could plant.”

However there is nothing in their information leaflets or on their website 1o indicate that they
have made any landscaping provision for “low maintenance greenery” or to show that any
serious thought has gone into this statement. Because of this | imagine that the best we can
hope for would be planter boxes with flax or shrubbery. Paradoxically | believe that anything
at this level would actually be dangerous and obstruct motorists view of pedestrians. There
has been much talk about the existing trees causing a hazard fo visibility, but | would argue
that it is the parked cars near the crossings that obstruct visibility, having driven down the
High Street many times early in the morning when there are no parked cars i have been able
to see all pedestrians very clearly.

So if NZTA put in planter boxes or any kind of “low maintenance greenery” that is not as tall
as a tree | forsee that we will be lett with the problem of having to remove them all because
of safety issues. Further more, ‘low maintenance greenery’ would reap none of the benefits
that large trees have been found to give. There is much research going back to at least the
1980's with information about these benefits, bul in order to remain brief | will just read you
this quote:

“Trees are an indispensable component of good neighbourhoods. When the right species
are planted in the right place and are cared for properly, many benefits are realised. Street
trees soften the built environment, buffer pedestrians from moving vehicles and create
outdoor ‘rooms’ that are pleasing to walk through. They help to reduce traffic speeds,
reduce the load on drainage infrastructure by absorbing precipitation, remove millions of
tons of CO2 emissions annually and extend pavement life with their shade. There is even
compelling research that motorist road rage is less in green versus stark urban areas.”

I would also like to point out that current government legislation has committed New Zealand
to taking action on climate change. Government departments have been given a

0,



responsibility fo ensure sound environmental practice in everything they do. As the effects of
climate change become better understood, it is becoming increasingly clear that one of the
best ways in which we can make our towns and cities more hospitable over the next few
decades is to increase the number, and size of frees in urban areas. If this does not happen,
we risk creating harsh urban landscapes that are unable to mifigate the predicted effects of
climate change. Trees have been identified as being a key element of any urban climate

change strategy. Cutting down large trees with no solid plans fo replace them is NOT sound
environmental planning .

And So, back to Motueka and NZTA's plans. Since low level greenery is inappropriate, if we
do not plant more big trees, if we do nothing, we will be left with a tfownscape that is bare,
barren, harsh and unwelcoming.

We want to be a destination town, we want to keep Motueka's profile high. Motueka is one
of the gateways to the Abel Tasman and we are competing for tourist dollars. We want to be

a fixture on the map for visitors, not just @ pass-through town but a place where people stop,
and shop, and eat.

Please do not overlook this issue, our Town scape is too important to too many of us.
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" district council

Email: glenn.thorn@tasman.govt.nz
Phone 543 8465

12 December 2018

Hi there
NgaPiko Place Reserve Development

The Tasman District Council has funds approved through the Annual Plan 2018/2019 for the
development of the NgaPiko Place Reserve for the 2018/2019 year.

I am looking for thoughts and ideas to assist in the development of this reserve from the local
community and users of the reserve.

Some items to consider might be: -

- Seating
- Shrubbery plantings
- Small trees

- Play equipment (limited due to budget) ~ !! .
- Path (gravel) to link streets {8 &M/V"

- Open lawn area.

\We will be undertaking drainage work to help improve stormwater within the reserve. This
will result in some shaping, re-grassing, drainage installation and working up of the reserve.

Once | receive feedback, | will develop a concept plan and share it with the community and
the Motueka Community Board for consideration. An aerial map of the reserve is attached.

I will be starting work on this development around late February/March and the work will be
completed in April/May 2019.

Please send any comments and suggestions back to me either via email or in the pre-paid
envelope provided by 30 January 2019.

Yours sincerely

,/;//f‘#:") /'-':Z;—___'

Al

Glenn Thorn
Reserves and Assets Projects Officer

Tasman District Council Richmond Murchison Motueka Takaka
Email info@tasman govtnz 189 Queen Street 92 Fairfax Street 7 Hickmott Place 14 Junction Street
N ’ ) Private Bag 4 Murchison 7007 PO Box 123 PO Box 74
Website www.tasman.govtnz Richmond 7050 New Zealand Motueka 7143 Takaka 7142
24 hour assistance New Zealand Phone 03 523 1013 New Zealand New Zealand

Phone 03 543 8400 Fax 03 523 1012 Phone 03 528 2022 Phone 03 525 0020
Fax 03 5439524 Fax 03 528 9751 Fax 03 525 5972 (



Tasman Youth Council
Motueka, 7120
mgan.m@suorttasman.orﬁ.nz

Motueka Community Board
Brent Maru - Chair
7Hickmott Place,

PO Box 123,

Motueka, 7143
mcb@tasman.govt.nz

Re: Thorp Bush Playground Upgrade

Dear Motueka Community Board,

We the Motueka Youth Council are writing to you, as we are very disappointed by the paint job that
has been undertaken from NELMAC at Thorp Bush. We were very excited to see fencing up in late
February in preparation for the paint but after visiting Thorp Bush in the recent weeks to find that
the job has been poorly done we are very frustrated.

Our hope for this upgrade was that it would be completed to a high standard and add value to the
park. At this point in time it has actually made the playground look worse. We contacted Lynne Hall
from parks and reserves to raise our concerns as they had been over sprayed onto plastic
components and in places, parts had been missed all together.

The response we received is as followed:

From: Lynne Hall <Lynne.Hall@tasman.govt.nz>

Sent: Monday, 29 March 2021 12:27 p.m.

To: Jody Maru <jJody.M @sporttasman.org.nz>

Subject: Thorp bush playground
Hi Jody
Messages from the contractor as follows.

The carpenter said he had got over spray on some of the pipe work so we gre going to
repaint them on our playground check rounds ( Tuesdays and Thursdays ) We are waiting for
the paint to arrive as it comes from the playground company ( and is a dangerous goods ) so
takes longer to get here,

We will be doing a touch up after we have installed the news playground equipment, And will
paint after old stuff is removed . So hopefully should look good.

I think it best to wait until they have completed the job and we can then meet on site if
there are still concerns.

Cheers, Lynne



Tasman Youth Council
Motueka, 7120

Tiegan.m@sporttasman.org.nz

LCou

7 Kaanifyors Toelye

From this email it raised some concerns, firstly why was a carpenter painting the playground not a
painter? Secondly, how long is this process going to take as we are now weeks on from the initial
paint and nathing has been fixed?

in response to this email, we did ask for the timeline on this project as we want this upgrade to add
value not degrade the playground. in response, we received the following:

Hi Tiegan — not really, Nelmac are waiting on the parts. | am presuming they need to be
brought into the country and shipping is very slow at the moment.

Regards, Lynne

The Motueka Youth Council hope that there can be some clear timelines set and have this fixed as
soon as possible. We realise that at this current point in time international shipping is unpredictable
but we hope to have a timeline for the painting. Our hope was to organise a newspaper article to
celebrate the success of the youth councif and let the community know this playground has had
some love but as this stage, this will not be happening with the condition of the playground.

With this visit, we also notice the lack of love in this park again. We were disappointed to see graffiti
on the social seating that has been there for a couple of week now and that the Maori Po still hasn't
been fixed after damage last year {Photos Attached). We realise that council and community board
have invested a lot of money into this park with recommendation from the Youth Council so we just
want it to look the best it can.

We hope you can help resolve this issue. Please find attached photos of the playground.

Kind Regards

Tasman Youth Council.
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Tasman Youth Council
Motueka, 7120

Tiegan.m@sporttasman.org.nz




Tasman Youth Council
Motueka, 7120
Tiegan.m@sporttasman.org.nz
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