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Each management area has related good management practices 
(GMP). Each GMP has a list of practices to consider. 
It needs to be backed by evidence

Farm management areas



GMPs
FARM PLANNING AND RECORDING

• GMP 1 

Identify the physical and biophysical characteristics of the farm system, assess the risk factors to water

quality associated with the farm system, and manage appropriately.

• GMP 2 

Maintain accurate and auditable records of annual farm inputs, outputs and management practices.

CULTIVATION AND SOIL STRUCTURE

• GMP 3 

Manage farming operations to minimize direct and indirect losses of sediment and nutrients to water,

and maintain or enhance soil structure, where agronomically appropriate.

GROUND COVER 

• GMP 4 

Manage periods of exposed soil between crops/pasture to reduce risk of erosion, overland flow and

leaching.

• GMP 5 

Retire all land use capability (LUC) class 8 and either retire, or actively manage, all class 7e to ensure

intensive soil conservation measures and practices are in place.



SEDIMENT, PHOSPHORUS AND FAECAL BACTERIA
• GMP 6 
Identify risk of overland flow of sediment and faecal bacteria on the property and implement measures to minimize 
transport of these to water bodies.
• GMP 7
Locate and manage farm tracks, gateways, water troughs, self-feeding areas, stock camps, wallows and other 
sources of runoff to minimize risks to water quality.
• GMP 8 
To the extent that is compatible with land form, stock class and intensity, exclude stock from waterways.
• GMP 9 
Monitor soil phosphorus levels and maintain them at or below

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT
• GMP 10 
Manage the amount and timing of fertilizer inputs, taking account of all sources of nutrients, to match plant 
requirements and minimize risk of losses.
• GMP 11 
Store and load fertilizer to minimize risk of spillage, leaching and loss into water bodies.
• GMP 12 
Ensure equipment for spreading fertilizers is well maintained and calibrated.



IRRIGATION AND WATER USE
• GMP 13 
Manage the amount and timing of irrigation inputs to meet plant demands and minimize risk of leaching
and runoff. 
• GMP 14 
Design, calibrate and operate irrigation systems to minimize the amount of water needed to meet production 
objectives.

FEED 
• GMP 15
Store, transport and distribute feed to minimize wastage, leachate and soil damage.

FARM EFFLUENT AND WASTE WATER MANAGEMENT
• GMP 16 
Ensure the effluent system meets industry-specific Code of Practice or equivalent standard.
• GMP 17 
Have sufficient, suitable storage available to enable farm effluent and waste water to be stored when
soil conditions are unsuitable for application.
• GMP 18 
Ensure equipment for spreading effluent and other organic manures is well-maintained and calibrated.
• GMP 19 
Apply effluent to pasture and crops at depths, rates and times to match plant



INTENSIVE GRAZING 
• GMP 20 
Select appropriate paddocks for intensive grazing, recognising and mitigating possible nutrient and sediment loss from 
critical source areas. 
• GMP 21 
Manage grazing to minimise losses from critical
source areas.
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Implementation:

Ecan:
Created industry with trained and certified consultants

Southland:
Farms must have an FEP in accordance with the conditions of the Regional Plan. 
They can be part of an independently audited self management scheme.

Waikato:
Farms must have an FEP in accordance with conditions specific to their fresh water management units/catchments
They can be part on an industry audited self management scheme
Or otherwise must use a consultant and apply for a resource consent


