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• AMA Recharge Zone is a large area. 

• Multiple significant rivers/streams. 

• The Takaka River goes dry, as do 

many small streams. 

• Complex interactions of recharge 

source water to Te Waikoropupu 

Springs. 

• Upper Takaka River is an important 

driver of recharge. 

• Current water take consents in 

Takaka River have had cease take 

limits for many years. 

• Consideration of existing consents 

and impacts is necessary in 

considering allocation limits for this 

zone. 

AMA Recharge Zone -  Current Status 



Upper Takaka River – Above Drying Zone 

Current cease 
take is based 
on ~ 1 day 

MALF 

        Water Waiting List    

         Consents 

45 l/s 

30 l/s 

30 l/s 



Water to Storage Plan Provision – Upper Takaka 
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10 m3/s - Median Flow

HY Takaka at Harwoods Flow (m3/sec) from 25-Mar-1975 11:00:00 to  4-Jun-2015 15:00:00

Median Flow (10 m3/s) Exceeded: 

Nov to Apr (incl.) 28% of time 

Jan to Apr (incl.)  21% of time 

Water Harvesting 

10% of the Median Flow (1 m3/s) is 

allowed to be taken when flow is above 

the median (any time of the year). 



Ecological Values of Takaka River  

from Harwood’s to Lindsay’s Bridge 

• Brown trout – “regionally significant” 

• Native fish  

  IBI = 38 (“very good”)  & RiVAS = “moderate 

significance” 

 surveys over the last 10-20 years show low 

native fish abundance and diversity 

 



Takaka River at Harwood’s 
Invertebrates and trout 

Median 

flow 
MALF 



Takaka River at Harwood’s 
Native Fish 

Median 

flow 
MALF 



Takaka River at Lindsay’s Bridge  

Invertebrates and trout 

Median 

flow 
MALF 



Takaka River at Lindsay’s Bridge  

8 native fish 

Median 

flow 
MALF 



Upper Takaka River Flow Losses Scenarios 



Upper Takaka River Flow Losses Scenarios 

Current cease 

take triggers 

(based on approx. 

1 day MALF) 

River drying 
zone 
extends 
upstream 

Potential effects 
on existing takes 

Current takes 
affect flows 

Additional 
takes affect 
flows further 


