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IN THE MATTER of the Resource Management Act 
1991 (“RMA” or “the Act”) 

 
 

AND 
 
 

IN THE MATTER of applications under section 88 
of the Act to the Tasman 
District Council by Tasman 
Bay Asphalt Limited for 
resource consents for an Asphalt 
Plant (RM201000, RM201002, 
RM201018) 

 
 
 
 

EVIDENCE OF JEREMY DIXON ON BEHALF OF TASMAN BAY ASPHALT 
LIMITED 

(ASPHALT PLANT OPERATIONS) 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 My full name is Jeremy Dixon.  I am the Chief Executive Officer of Isaac Construction 

Ltd. I am authorised to give evidence on behalf of Isaac Construction Limited. 

1.2 This evidence is given on behalf of Tasman Bay Asphalt Limited (the Applicant).  The 

Applicant has applied for: 

(a) Land Use consent to construct and operate an Asphalt Plant and build an acoustic 

barrier (RM201000); 

(b) Discharge Permit to discharge contaminants from an Asphalt Plant to air 

(RM201002); and 

(c) Land Use Consent to undertake earthworks within 10 metres of the toe of the 

Waimea stopbank (RM201018).  

Purpose and scope of evidence 

1.3 My evidence addresses: 

Filename as received by the Council - "EIC J Dixon (Isaac) complete.pdf"

alastairj
TDC received
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(a) The co-existence of Isaac Construction and the Isaac Conservation & Wildlife 

Trust (ICWT). 

(b) Operation of Isaac Construction’s asphalt plant within 200m of critically 

endangered bird breeding enclosures and wetland areas. 

(c) Operation of the Isaac Construction’s asphalt plant within 174m of salmon 

breeding and growing pens. 

(d) Consent conditions and compliance.  

(e) Conclusion. 

2. ISAAC CONSTRUCTION AND THE ICWT 

2.1 Isaac Construction (Isaac) employs 300+ people and is active in Christchurch, Dunedin, 

Blenheim and the West Coast of the South Island.  

2.2 Isaac Construction operates an asphalt plant on ground leased from the Isaac Conservation 

and Wildlife Trust at 1 McArthur’s Road, Christchurch. The headquarters, two quarries 

and the asphalt plant are on this site.  The asphalt plant is a continuous mix plant.  It has 

operated in this location for 40 years. 

2.3 The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust (ICWT) is a charitable trust with the main focus 

being the conservation of critically endangered species of New Zealand flora and fauna. 

The Trust is also sited at 1 McArthur’s Road. 

2.4 The site is on the plains of the Waimakariri River, as shown in the image below: 
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2.5 The site is a mixture of previously mined and rehabilitated berm land, open gravel 

extraction areas as well as some dry stock and dairy farm land. The area is not dis-similar 

to the Waimea plains, due to the proximity of the Waimakariri River to the north and the 

soil profile – topsoil of varying depths and river deposited gravels. 

2.6 The Asphalt manufacture and quarry operations are run in tandem with, and in close 

proximity (200m) to, the conservation activities of the trust.  

 

3. OPERATION OF THE ASPHALT PLANT WITHIN 200M OF 200M OF 

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED BIRD BREEDING ENCLOSURES AND 

WETLAND AREAS. 

3.1 The site includes approximately 85 hectares of rehabilitated quarry, plus adjacent land that 

has been repurposed specifically for conservation based activities. 
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3.2 In carrying out its statutory purpose, the Trust breeds and raises critically endangered birds 

on the site. The bird breeds are the Black Stilt/Kakī, Brown Teal/Pāteke, Orange Fronted 

Parakeet/Kākāriki Karaka, Shore Plover/Tūturuatu and Blue Duck/Whio. The birds’ 

range in threat classification from Threatened Nationally Critical to At Risk – Recovering. 

3.3 The ICWT operates aviaries within 200m of the Isaac Asphalt plant. All the birds listed 

above require minimal disturbance, a clean environment and clean fresh water to be reared 

and released at sites throughout New Zealand.  

3.4 The ICWT and Isaac Construction co-exist within proximity to each other. If the asphalt 

plant had a more than minor detrimental effect on the site and environment the ICWT 

could not continue their work in proximity. 

4. OPERATION OF THE ASPHALT PLANT WITHIN 174M OF SALMON 

REARING AND GROWING PENS  

4.1 The Trust leases land to Aoraki Salmon less than 100m from the Isaac Asphalt plant. The 

hatchery breeds and raises smolt for transfer to grow out at other sites through the South 

Island and they return for processing. The site produces 350,000-500,000 fish annually and 

relies on clean water for this..  

4.2 All pens are open to the air and in the prevailing wind shadow of the asphalt plant.  

4.3 The Salmon Hatchery could not exist in its current form of open air pens utilizing ground 

sourced water if the Isaac Asphalt plant were having adverse effects on the water.  

5. RESOURCE CONSENT AND COMPLIANCE 

5.1 A copy of Isaac’s resource consent for the asphalt plant is attached as Appendix 1.  I have 

made enquiries as to Isaac’s compliance history and as far as I can determine there has 

been no compliance issues with this resource consent.   

6. CONCLUSION  

6.1 It is possible to operate an asphalt plant next to conservation activities as the Trust and 

Isaac Construction demonstrate. 
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6.2 It is possible to manufacture asphalt with less than minor effects on the environment, 

including a sensitive environment immediately surrounding the plant itself. 

6.3 The resource consent conditions that the Isaac plant operates under adequately manages 

the environmental impacts of the asphalt plant and is a suitable tool to ensure other parties 

nearby are not subject to more than minor effects of the activity 

 
Jeremy Dixon 
 
10 December 2021 
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